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NPARALLELED 
CONFIDENCE. 


NO  higher  tribute  could  be  paid,  no  stronger  recommendation  could  be  given  the  great  Farm-Poultry  books 
here  mentioned,  than  the  fact  that  they  have  been  in  use  at  the  leading  Agricultural  Colleges  and 
Experiment  Stations  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  This  means — if  it  means  anything — that  the 
foremost  instructors  of  Poultry  Husbandry  in  this  country  and  Canada  have  satisfied  themselves  that  Farm- 
Poultry  books  are  unequalled  in  the  vital  essentials  of  reliability  and  dependability.  It  will  interest  you,  reader, 
to  note  this  list  of  institutions,  the  Professors  of  which  have  stamped  Farm-Poultry  books  as  the  first  authorities 
on  the  subject  of  proper  poultry  keeping  in  all  its  phases,  and  who  have  admitted  them  as  text  books  for  use 
by  students  in  their  poultry  classes.    This  is  the  proof  of  the  "unparalleled  confidence." 


Maine  Agricultural  College  and  Experiment  Station,  Orono,  Me. 
Cornell  University,       ......        Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,        •       -  Amherst,  Mass. 
Ontario  Agricultural  College,     "       ".       "       *        Cuelph,  Ont. 
Purdue  University,       -----  La  Fayette,  Ind. 

Winona  College,  -       .      -       -        -       Winona  Lake,  Ind. 

University  of  Wisconsin,      -----       Madison,  Wis. 


Connecticut  Agricultural  College, 

R.  I.  Agricultural  and  Experiment  Station, 

Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute, 

Maryland  Agricultural  College, 

North  Carolina  College  of  Agriculture, 

Crookston  School  of  Agriculture, 

Pennsylvania  State  College,        -       -  - 


Storrs,  Conn. 
Kingston,  R.  1. 
Hampton,  Va. 
College  Park,  Md. 
West  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
Crookston,  Minn. 
State  College,  Pa. 


It  is  a  comparatively  simple  matter  to  publish  a  book  on  poultry  keeping.  It  is  another  matter,  however, 
to  publish  one  in  which  leading  experts  place  implicit  confidence,  and  who  are,  furthermore,  willing  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  its  use  by  their  students.  Every  book  is  sold  under  a  positive  guarantee  that  if  not  entirely 
satisfactory  it  may  be  returned  in  good  condition  and  the  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  immediately.  A 
necessarily  brief  description  of  the  books  referred  to  here  follows: 


POULTRY-CRAFT. 

The  most  complete,  concise  and  convenient  work  of  its  kind  published — a  gruide 
book  for  beginners,  a  textbook  for  learners,  a  reference  book  for  working  poul- 
trymen  and  women.  Everywhere  recognized  as  the  standard  work  on  practical 
poultry  keeping.  A  book  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  intelligent,  progressive 
poultry  keeper  to  have.  It  gives  the  gist  of  poultry  knowledge  in  plain  language 
for  people  who  want  plain  facts,  practical  ideas,  and  trustworth}-  opinions. 
It  tells  what  to  do,  -n  hy  to  do  it,  and  how  to  do  it.  It  covers  its  subject  thoroughly, 
and  its  systematic  arrangement  and  full  index  enable  one  to  refer  in  an  instant 
to  any  topic.  It  is  the  hand  book  of  poultry  culture  for  busy  people.  It  has 
helped  thousands  to  rightly  decide  how,  when  and  where  to  go  into  poultry  keep- 
ing;  has  taught  thousands  better  methods  of  poultry  keeping;  and  has  come  to 
be  recognized  as  the  most  trustworthy  authority  on  poultry  culture.    Price  $1.50. 


First  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keeping 

FIRST  SERIES. 

Twentv-Thrke  Lessons  as  Follows  :  Winter  Rations  for  Laying  Stock. 
"Hows"  and  "Whj-s"  of  Feeding  Laying  Stock  in  Winter.  General  Principles 
and  Rules  for  Poultry  Breeders.  Putting  Principles  of  Breeding  into  Practice. 
Hatching  Chicks  With  Hens.  Rearing  Chicks  With  Hens.  The  Care  of  Chicks 
from  Weaning  to  Maturity.  Points  to  be  Considered  in  Poultry  House  Con- 
striiction.  Two  Plain  Cheap  Poultry  Houses  of  Simple  Construction.  Five  good 
Small  Poultry  Houses.  Summer  Management  of  Fowls.  Continuous  Poultrs- 
Houses.  Incubator  Rooms  and  Brooder  Houses.  Simple  or  So-called  Scientific 
Poultry  Feeding.  Poultry  House  Fixtures.  Poultry  Fences  and  Yards.  Getting 
Read}-  for  \Vinter.  Selecting  and  Fitting  Exhibition  Birds.  Fattening  Fowls. 
Selling  Market  Poultry  and  Eggs.    Selling  Thoroughbred  Poultry-  and  Eggs. 

Since  the  first  volume  of  the  celebrated  book,  "First  Lessons  tn  PorLTRY 
Keeping,"  compiled  from  the  great  lessons  which  appeared  serially  in  F.\rm- 
PouLTRY  was  first  placed  on  sale.  Experiment  Stations,  Agricultural  Colleges, 
publishers  of  poultry  papers,  and  all  expert  authorities  have  been  singing  its 
praises.  It  has  enabled  thousands  to  obtain  at  a  nominal  cost,  better  serv  ice  and 
instruction  than  rendered  by  high  price  Correspondence  Schools.  You  cannot 
conceive  how  thoroughly,  clearly,  concisely,  and  practically,  every  phase  and 
feature  of  ever^-  subject  treated  in  this  book  is  covered.  As  one  College  Professor 
aptly  remarked,  "it  is  a  liberal  poultry  education  in  itself,  and  far  ahead  of  the 
most  expensive  Correspondence  Course."  About  160  pages,  size  6  x  S  3-4  inches, 
printed  on  a  good  quality  of  paper,  and  contains  niimerous  appropriate  illustra- 
tions.   Price  50  cents. 


Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor. 

Practical  knowledge  of  poultn.-  diseases  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  equipment  of 
the  successful  poultryman.  This  book  meets  his  requirements.  Chapter  IV.  is 
especially  designed  to  help  the  non-professional  to  correctly  identify  diseases. 
The  Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor  is  for  practical  every-day  use  by  far  the 
most  complete  work  on  the  subject  published.    Price  50  cents. 

Contents.  To  Doctor  or  Not  to  Doctor— When  to  Doctor  and  ^Vhat  to  Doctor. 
Indications  of  Health  and  General  Symptoms  of  Disease.  General  Rules  for  the 
Prevention  of  Disease.  The  Symptoms  of  Disease.  A  Few  General  Remarks  on 
the  Diseases  of  Poultry-,  and  Their  Treatment.  Colds  and  Diseases  that  Begin 
With  Colds.  Diseases  Due  to  Improper  Foods  and  Feeding.  Some  Peculiarly 
Subtle  and  Dangerous  Diseases.  Diseases  of  the  Reproductive  Organs.  Diseases 
of  the  Skin.  Miscellaneous  Ailments.  Accidents  and  Injuries.  Internal  Para- 
sites of  Poultry-.  Insects  Injurious  to  Poultrj-.  The  Vicious  Habits  of  Fowls. 
Molting.    Appendix.  Index. 


First  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keeping 

SECOND  SERIES. 

Twenty  Lessons  as  Follows  ;  Inbreeding  and  Line  Breeding.  Some  Com- 
mon Phenomena  of  Breeding.  Market  Duck  Culture.  Goose  Culture.  Turkey 
Growing.  Possibilities  and  Probabilities  in  Poultry  Culture.  Locating  and  Lay- 
ing out  Poultn,-  Plants.  Kinds,  Breeds,  and  Varieties  of  Fowls.  Stocking  the 
PoultrA"  Plant.  The  Most  Important  Part  of  the  Poultryman "s  Equipment.  The 
External  Parasites  of  Poultry.  Internal  Parasites  of  Poultry.  External  Characters 
of  Poultry,  and  Their  Values.  Poultn.-  Nomenclature  and  Abbreviations.  Eggs 
and  Egfg  Production.  Some  Elementary  Moral  Science  for  Exhibitors.  Business 
Morality  in  Poultry  Culture.  Winter  Egg  Production.  First  Treatment  of  Sick 
Fowls.  '  Poultrj-  Organizations. 

The  "second  series"  of  this  great  work,  as  will  naturally  be  assumed,  deals  with 
more  advanced  problems.  It's  "lessons,"  however,  are  in  logical  succession  to 
those  contained  in  the  First  Series,  and  the  student  who  has.  by  the  help  of  the 
"first  series."  laid  a  solid  foundation  of  useful  knowledge  in  the  elementaries, 
will  derive  much  pure  enjoyment,  satisfaction,  and  obtain  a  finish  to  his  educa- 
tion in  poultry  keeping,  by  a  study  of  the  twenty  lessons  contained  in  this  great 
second  series.  These  additional  "lessons"  are  essential,  inasmuch  as  they  include 
the  ever  important  considerations  of  breeding,  proper  sites  and  arrangement  of 
houses  and  kindred  matters,  as  well  as  lessons  devoted  to  the  money  making 
methods  of  handling  Ducks,  Geese  and  Turkeys. 
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Order?  vrhloh  include  FAKM-Pocr-TRT  for  sulisci-i- 
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and  Book  Poultry-Craft,      -      -      -       -  $1.75 

and  Book  Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor,  75  cts. 

and  Book  of  Lessons  (First  Series),    -     -  75  cts. 

and  Book  of  Lessons  (Second  Series),     -  75  cts. 

and  both  Lessons  Books,       -     -     -     -  $1.25 
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THE  SPRING  trade  of  1912  opened  under  peculiar 
circumstances.  The  previous  winter  had  been 
one  of  unusual  severity  and  the  reserve  stock 
carried  in  storaj^e  from  1911  had  been  cleared  early  at 
extreme  prices.  Prices  for  fresh  gathered  eggs  had  been 
relatively  high  in  January  and  February  under  light 
supplies  and  at  the  opening  of  March,  although  supplies 
were  by  that  time  becoming  more  liberal,  distributing 
markets  were  bare  of  accuniulations  and  stock  was  going 
very  rapidly  from  production  to  consumption. 

After  a  long  season  of  scarcity  and  high  prices  the 
people  were  naturally  "egg-hungry"  when  supplies  be- 
came more  liberal  in  March,  and  as  weather  conditions 
continued  unfavorable  (the  season  being  very  backward) 
supplies  during  that  month  failed  to  reach  their  usual 
volume.  In  New  York  the  March  receipts  were  only 
459,859  cases  against  636,407  cases  in  March,  1911,  and 
the  aggregate  March  receipts  at  New  York,  Chicago  and 
Boston  were  only  817,353  cases  against  1,158,819  cases 
the  previous  year.  Under  these  conditions  all  the  goods 
available  were  needed  for  consumption  at  prices  above 
any  figure  that  operators  would  then  pay  for  storage. 
In  this  market  the  increasing  supplies  led  to  a  decline  to 
21c.  for  firsts  early  in  March,  but  later  the  failure  to 
realize  a  further  normal  increase  —  due  to  cold  and  un- 
favorable weather  in  the  West  —  led  to  a  reaction  which 
carried  our  market  up  to  23  @  21c.  late  in  March,  and 
the  month  closed  at  21  @  22c.  with  no  accumulations  in 
storage  and  very  well  cleared  distributing  markets.  In 
fact  April  was  well  advanced  before  the  movement  of 
eggs  to  storage  began  to  assume  large  proportions  and 
this  occurred  at  prices  that  were  considerably  above  the 
early  expectations,  and  above  a  point  that  most  opera- 
tors considered  at  all  safe.  But  the  season  was  advanc- 
ing. Many  operators  thought  they  must  have  "April 
eggs"  at  any  cost,  and  after  the  10th  of  the  month  a 
liberal  movement  to  the  warehouses  began  on  a  basis  of 
21  @  2134c.  for  storage  packings  at  seaboard  points,  the 
markets  later  stiffening  to  21  %  22c.,  but  falling  back  to 
a  range  of  20}^  @  21  Kc.  at  the  close  of  the  month  under 
heavily  increasing  receipts. 

The  close  of  April  found  the  markets  with  lighter  ac- 
cumulations than  usual,  the  reports  available  indicating 
a  total  storage  at  New  York,  Chicago,  Boston  and  Phil- 
adelphia of  only  927,000  cases  again.st  1,. 336,000  cases 
same  date  in  1911  and  1,442,000  cases  in  1910. 

Right  here  is  where  some  important  features  of  the 
situation  were  overlooked  or  ignored  by  speculative  op- 
erators. It  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  compara- 
tively hght  production  up  to  mid-April,  due  simply  to  a 
severe  winter  and  a  cold,  backward  spring,  would  be 
followed  by  an  unusually  heavy  production  later;  and 
that  a  maintenance  of  the  relatively  iiigh  prices  at  which 
storage  had  begun  would  lead  to  excessive  accumulations 
and  a  restricted  consumptive  outlet  later,  all  of  which 
would  make  the  storage  of  eggs  on  any  such  basis  more 
than  hazardous  and  probably  unprofitable.  But  the  die 
was  cast  with  the  high  cost  of  April  accumulations,  and 
the  showing  of  comparatively  light  holdings  at  the  open- 
ing of  May  led  to  a  continued  rampant  speculation  which 
supported  prices  at  seaboard  points  in  a  range  of  203^  @ 
22c.  up  to  the  middle  of  May. 

In  May  the  movement  of  stock  was  unprecedentedly 
heavy;  never  before  had  eggs  come  forward  with  such 
volume.  New  York's  May  receipts  were  923,261  cases 
and  the  aggregate  for  the  month  at  New  York,  Chicago 
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and  Boston  was  2,001,673  cases,  an  excess  over  the  pre- 
vious May  of  291 ,599  cases.  Under  these  enormous  arri- 
vals prices  sagged  off  during  the  last  half  of  the  month, 
falling  to  a  range  of  19  @  203-^c.  at  New  York  for  storage 
packings,  but  the  average  cost  for  the  month  was  20.64c. 
against  21.51c.  in  April  and  by  the  close  of  May,  in  spite 
of  the  very  late  beginning  of  storage  accumulations,  the 
stored  goods  had  reached  unprecedented  figures,  the  ag- 
gregate at  Chicago,  New  York,  Boston  and  Philadelphia 
reaching  2,697,000  cases  against  2,674,000  the  previous 
year  when  the  cost  was  much  lower. 

In  June  the  receipts  of  eggs  at  leading  markets  showed 
much  less  excess  but  they  continued  heavy,  the  weather 
was  com.paratively  cool  and  prices  were  sustained  at  a 
comparatively  high  level,  the  better  qualities  averaging 
20.08c.  or  only  about  34c.  lower  than  in  May.'  At  the 
close  of  the  month  Chicago,  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
holdings  were  about  on  a  par  with  the  previous  year  but 
Boston  had  a  large  excess;  the  total  accumulations  in 
the  four  markets  above  named  was  3,217,000  cases  on 
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June  30  against  3,148,000  same  date  in  HU  1  and  the  cost 
of  the  stock  was  perhaps  3  @  5c.  higher,  there  having 
been  very  little  really  cheap  stock  obtained  even  in  June. 

July  and  August  were  characterized  by  unusually  cool 
weather  in  nearly  all  sections  of  the  country.  Receipts 
in  July  again  showed  a  large  excess  compared  with  191 1 
and  the  cool  weather  materially  lessened  the  waste.  In 
Chicago,  New  York,  Boston  and  Philadelphia  the  aggre- 
gate additions  to  the  storage  holdings  were  api)roximately 
208,000  cases  against  only  48,000  cases  in  July,  1911,  and 
the  cost  was  very  high,  fine  stock  averaging  21.17c.  at 
New  York  and  there  being  but  a  very  moderate  quantity 
of  cheaper  stock  secured  at  prices  ranging  down  to  about 
18c.  This  pushed  the  aggregate  holdings  in  the  four 
markets  above  named  up  to  3,425,000  cases  at  the  close 
of  July  — an  excess  of  229,000  cases  over  the  previous 
year  and  surpassing  all  previous  records. 

This  brought  us  to  the  height  of  storage  accumulations. 
In  August  the  movement  of  fresh  sU)ck  fell  off  consirler- 
ably  and  although  the  weather  continued  fairly  cool, 


keeping  the  waste  down,  some  reduction  of  the  lieavy 
reserve  was  inaugurated.  The  shortening  supplies  of 
fresh  and  the  necessity  of  using  some  of  the  high  cost 
storage  holdings  led  to  a  gradual  upward  nioverneut  of 
prices,  fresh  gathered  stock  advancing  to  a  range  of  213-^; 

24c.,  for  good  to  fine  qualities  and  some  sales  of  stor- 
age stock  making  at  (a-'iwy.v..  in  this  market.  In 
New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Chicago,  together 
there  was  a  reduction  in  storage  holdings  during  .\iignst 
of  about  S1,0<)0  cases,  but  while  this  was  more  than  in 
August,  1911,  it  was  much  less  than  the  average  of  the 
previous  five  years  taken  together,  and  the  lioldings  at 
the  opening  of  September  were  still  unprecedently  large. 

The  developments  of  the  situation  in  September  were 
extremely  unfavorable  and  misleading  to  many,  result- 
ing in  some  of  the  most  disastrous  losses  that  have  ever 
been  experienced  in  the  egg  trade.  The  causes  leading 
to  these  misfortunes  are  plain  to  be  seen  and  they  should 
be  carefully  studied  with  a  view  to  future  avoidance. 

The  first  half  of  Septemlier  was  characterized  by  the 
hottest  weather  of  the  summer  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
country  and  the  effect  of  this  was  soon  apparent  in  the 
poorer  quality  of  stock  arriving,  not  only  in  that  month 
but  in  October  when  the  country  held  eggs  \vhich  were, 
as  usual,  mixed  in  the  current  collections  of  very  poor 
quality.  The  September  receipts  were  moderate  — 
lighter  than  the  previous  year  —  and  so  many  of  them 
were  heated  and  poor  that  really  high  grade  fresh  stock 
became  scarce.  Grades  of  storage  eggs  fit  to  snbstitute 
in  good  trade  were  held  high  owing  to  their  high  cost 
and  the  better  qualities  of  fresh  made  a  steady  rapid  ad- 
vance during  September,  extra  firsts  reaching  2S  @  .30c. 
before  the  close  of  the  month.  But  the  extremely  irreg- 
nlar  quality  of  the  supply  made  a  very  wide  range  of 
values  and  many  shippers  failed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  comparatively  low  value  of  inferior  goods  when 
taking  stock  in  at  primary  points.  The  sharp  upward 
movement  in  prices  for  fine  graded  stock  seemed  to  in- 
duce country  buying  without  any  proper  regard  for 
quality  and  thousands  of  cases  of  September  and  October 
eggs  were  sent  here  at  a  cost  of  28  @  30c.  which  could 
not  be  sold  on  arrival  within  3  @  6c.  a  dozen  of  the 
prices  at  which  they  were  held.  Thousands  of  cases  of 
these  eggs  accumulated  on  receivers'  hands,,  finally  or  at 
once  finding  their  way  into  cold  storage,  and  meeting 
later  in  the  season  with  an  absolute  lack  of  outlet  except 
at  ruinous  prices. 

The  advance  in  good  to  fine  fresh  stock  in  September 
stifl'ened  the  market  for  good  to  fine  storage  eggs  to  a 
range  of  23@24Mc.,  but  the  high  prices  for  eggs  in 
general  restricted  the  consumptive  outlets  and  although 
fresh  arrivals  were  comparatively  light  tlie  reduction  of 
reserve  was  smaller  than  usual,  and  the  uneaainefis  of 
holders  increased.  October  brought  a  more  liberal 
movement  of  storage  stock  under  a  further  reduction  of 
fresh  receipts  and  a  gradually  increasing  pressure  to  sell, 
but  the  output  was  not  sufiicient  to  give  any  reasonable 
hope  for  the  future.  Fine  fresh  goods  made  no  further 
advance  until  toward  the  end  of  October  when  their 
scarcity  led  to  a  renewed  upward  movement  which  car- 
ried prices  almost  steadily  upward  until  the  close  of 
November  when  western  goods  grading  from  firsts  to 
extra  firsts  had  advanced  to  a  range  of  30  38c.  But 
all  this  time  the  burden  of  accumulations  of  high  cost, 
low  value,  fall  packed  stock  was  a  drag  on  the  market, 
and  the  pressure  to  inove  the  earlier  packed  refrigerators 
steadily  increased  under  the  evidence  that  stocks  were 
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not  reducing  at  all  as  they  ebould  in  view  of  the  unprec- 
edented (|nanlitie8  remaining.  During  November,  in 
spite  of  the  upward  movement  in  tine  fresh  the  market 
for  st^jrage  eggs  steadily  weakened,  good  to  very  fancy 
finalities  ea.sing  to  a  range  of  22  24c.  at  the  opening  of 
the  month,  «nil  falling  to  21  6l  23c.  toward  the  end. 

At  the  close  of  November  the  stock  of  storage  eggs 
re  naining  in  Chicago,  New  York,  Boston  and  Philadel- 
phia wa.s  very  nearly  half  as  great  as  it  was  at  the  height 
of  holdings  on  August  first  and  it  was  evident  that  at  the 
rate  of  reduction  then  going  on  a  very  excessive  quantity 
wouhl  have  to  be  carried  over  into  .lanuary.  Some  large 
holilers  saw  the  danger  of  disaster  and  Ijegan  to  throw 
their  goods  on  the  markets  in  an  effort  to  get  out  before 
the  rank  and  file  of  holders  should  be  willing  to  accept  a 
more  serious  loss.  Under  this  increased  pressure  to  un- 
load, which  was  followed  by  one  after  another,  the  mar- 
ket for  good  to  fine  storage  stock  slumped  to  18  @  19c. 
by  the  tenth  of  December,  but  later  recovered  about 
^  @  Ic.  a  do7.en  and,  finally,  just  at  the  close  of  Decem- 
ber, to  a  range  of  19  @  21c.,  but  with  very  few  sales 
above  2nc.  and  with  large  quantities  of  ordinary  stock 
forcing  out  at  lower  and  irregular  prices. 

The  weather  conditions  in  December  were  continuously 
mild  and  open  in  most  sections  and  while  receipts  con- 
tinned  on  a  comparatively  small  scale  there  were  con- 
stant expectations  of  an  increase  based  upon  the  advices 
from  interior  points,  and  prices  for  fresh  gathered  tended 
generally  downward ;  there  were  occasional  periods  of 
brief  steadiness  and  reaction  but  by  the  close  of  the 
month  better  supplies  were  in  sight  and  fresh  stock 
grading  firsts  to  extra  firsts  had  fallen  to  a  range  of 
25  @  28c. 

At  the  close  of  December  there  remained  in  storage  at 
Chicago,  New  York,  Boston  and  Philadelphia  approxi- 
mately 894,(XX:i  cases  against  560,CKtO  cases  the  previous 
year,  but  the  output  for  December  had  been  pretty 
free  —  nearly  SO<;),OCHi  cases  from  the  same  markets  — 
and  it  was  thought  by  many  that  wnth  so  large  a  move- 
ment in  progress  a  reasonable  amount  of  wintry  weather 
might  permit  an  exhaustion  of  the  stock  without  further 
serious  decline.  But  January  continued  remarkably 
mild  and  open  in  most  sections  and  production  steadily 
increased.  Fresh  eggs  had  a  generally  downward  ten- 
dency with  only  one  period  of  reaction,  falling  to  23  (g 
2oc.  for  firsts  to  extra  firsts  by  the  close  of  January  when 


BUFF  KOCK  HEN,  "O.VllDKN  QUEEN." 
First  New  Havou,  New  London.  Providence, 
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the  best  storage  goods  had  fallen  to  1814  @  l^Hc.  with  a 
large  part  of  the  stock  being  forced  out  at  lower  and 
irregular  prices  —  largely  16  @  ISc. 

February  brought  most  of  the  cold  weather  of  the 
winter.  During  the  first  half  of  that  month  severe  cold 
waves  covered  a  large  part  of  the  producing  territory 
and  production  was  considerably  retarded.  But  a  large 
quantity  of  eggs  had  been  produced  in  the  previous  mild 
weather  of  January,  many  of  which  had  been  held  back 
because  of  the  comparatively  low  prices  ofl'ered  for  them 
or  the  bad  country  roads,  and  the  lay  in  February,  while 
it  did  not  increase  as  rapidly  as  it  would  under  more 
favorable  weather  conditions,  continued  liberal  in  south- 
erly sections.  Altogether  there  was  a  steady  increase  of 
receipts  at  the  larger  markets  during  February  when  the 


KOSE  C03Ili  WHITE  OUPINGTON  HEN. 

First  and  Sliape  and  Color  Special  at  Lawrence,  IWIS. 
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aggregate  arrivals  at  Chicago,  New  York  and  Boston 
exceeded  those  of  February,  1911,  by  over  150,00(J  cases. 
At  seaboard  markets  however  the  moderate  to  low  prices 
ruling  during  the  winter  had  stimulated  a  large  con- 
sumption, much  of  which  had  laeen  continuously  sup- 


AcCiREGATED  EgG  RECEIPTS  AT  New  YoKK,  CuICAGO, 

AXD  BosTOX,  Makch,  1912,  TO  Fkbri-ary,  1913, 
Co.MPARED  WITH  Same  Mo.ntii.s  ix  1911 — '12. 


1912— '13 

1911— '12 

Change 

March, 

817,3.53 

1,158,774 

—341,421 

April, 

1,729,(>42 

1,583,312 

+146,330 

3Iay, 

2,001,673 

1,693,010 

+308,(>(i3 

June, 

1,210,037 

1,191,446 

+18,591 

July, 

920,222 

729,203 

+191,019 

August, 

727,553 

747,902 

—20,349 

September, 

535,706 

558,761 

—23,055 

October, 

429,414 

413,280 

+16,134 

November, 

254,514 

240,460 

+14,054 

December, 

255,276 

207,241 

+48,035 

January, 

350,081 

242,129 

+107,952 

February, 

473,598 

323,137 

+150,461 

Totals, 

9,705,069 

9;  088, 655 

APRIL 


plied  from  reser\-e  stock,  and  it  came  to  be  a  question 
whether  new  production  would  reach  a  point  sufficient 
l<>  supply  all  demands  by  the  time  the  surplus  was  ex- 
hausted.   But  the  chances  of  ample  supplies  were  gen- 
erally considered  favoraljle  and  after  a  slight  recovery  in 
prices  for  botli  fresh  and  prime  storage  stock  early  in 
February  under  the  influence  of  the  cold  waves  then 
prevailing,  prices  declined  to  19'^  (fi  20c.  for  fresh  ai.  • 
15^  (ft  hie.  for  best  refrigerators.    From  these  firif 
there  was  later  a  temporary  recovery  in  the  la.st  week 
the  month  under  a  decrease  of  receipts,  an  absorption  ■ 
nearly  all  of  the  accumulations  of  fresh  and  the  increa.'t 
[(ossibility  of  a  temporary  shortage.    But  mi  shortage 
actually  occurred  up  to  the  close  of  February  and  there 
were  still  unsold  at  that  time  about  15,<KX)  cases  of  re- 
frigerator eggs  in  New  York  and  approximately  '>6,i><i 
cases  in  New  York,  Chicago,  Boston  and  I'hiladelphia 
taken  together. 

On  the  whole,  it  was  a  disastrous  year  for  holders 
st^^rage  eggs.  The  sales  made  up  to  November  realize  . 
lint  small  profits  and  later  the  prices  accepted  were  gen- 
erally unprofitable  or  making  more  or  less  heavy  los.^(:- 
After  early  December  practically  all  the  stock  then  re- 
maining sufl^ered  heavy  losses.  Probably  losses  were 
realized  on  a  large  proportion  of  the  stock  carried  than 
ever  before  and  we  doubt  if  ajiy  general  losses  were  ever 
before  so  serious  as  those  suflered  on  the  fall  packed 
eggs  that  accumulated  in  September  and  October,  many 
of  which,  costing  25  @  30c.  at  sealward  points  were 
finally  closed  out  at  a  range  of  10  ((/  Hie.  a  dozen.  Some 
of  them  were  still  unsold  at  the  close  of  February  though 
at  that  time  the  accumulations  were  mostly  cleared  and 
the  markets  were  in  fair  shape  to  receive  the  increasing 
supplies  of  fresh  production  then  in  view. 


Stor.vge  AccfMiTi.ATioxs  (Partly  Estimated)  at 
Chicago,  New  York,  Bostox,  and  Phila- 
delphia, First  of  Each  Moxth. 


1912— '13 

1911— '12 

Difference 

March, 

None 

Sl.iXK) 

— 34,OCiO 

April, 

Negligible 

229,0!X) 

—229,000 

May, 

!»27,OO0 

1,-336,000 

—iou/m 

June, 

2,ti!i7,0(:K) 

2,674,000 

— 23,iWi 

July, 

3,217,000 

3,148.000 

— ()9,0ti0 

August, 

3,425,000 

3,196,000 

+229,000 

September, 

3,341,000 

3,152,1100 

-^189,000 

October, 

o,059,(XX> 

2,815,000 

+244,000 

November, 

2,46:],5tX) 

2,2(X),000 

+263,500 

December, 

1,690,000 

1,416,000 

+274,000 

January, 

894,000 

560,000 

+334,000 

February, 

338,000 

65,000 

-1-273,000 

March, 

56,000 

None 

-,-56,000 

Statistical  Review  of  New  Yop.k  E(;g  Market,  Maw  h,  1912,  to  Febrlarv.  1013,  Siiowi.vii  Receipts,  Movb 

MEXT  TO  AND  FROM  StoRA(;E  AXD  RaXGE  OF  PRICES. 


stock  in  storage 

Net  input  to 

Calculated  totJil 

Ranere  of  prices  for  the  hotter  eradea! 

first  of  each           storaee  (pliisi  and 

output  from 

MonUi. 

Receipts  cases 

month. 

output  Uninus). 

wholesale  market. 

Fresh  western 

Kcfricerator 

1012 

March, 

459,859 

None 

Negligible 

450,000 

21  @27 

None 

April. 

742,893 

Negligible 

—307,m 

416,000 

19  @22y2 

May, 

923,261 

307,000 

+599,000 

349,000 

173^(^22 

June, 

561,402 

906,000 

+  177,000 

.384,000 

18  @21 

July, 

'  435,169 

1,083,000 

+71,000 

o(i4,(Xi0 

im@-22 

August, 

367,494 

1,154,000 

— 20,(X»0 

387,(KX) 

18><@24 

September, 

309,384 

1,1.34,000 

—48,000 

357,000 

22  @30 

2254  @24)- 

October, 

256,697 

1,086,000 

—  I71,5(X) 

42S,'-i00 

•24M@34 

225^@24^ 

Nuveniber, 

158,634 

914,500 

—252,500 

421,0(;K) 

26  @3S 

21  @24 

December, 

157,406 

662,000 

— 312,at0 

4t)9,000 

25  @3S 

18  (g23 

1913 

January, 

194,642 

350,000 

—218,000 

423,000 

23  @30 

mi@2i 

February, 

257,679 

132,000 

—117,000 

.383,000 

19i^@26K 

1534@21 

Total, 

4,824,520 

Esti>l\ted  New  Y'ork  Wholesale  Eg?;  Movement  bv  Weeks,  December 

28  to  Febri-arv 

stock  in 

Total 

Apparent 

Riinee  of  prices. 

Kecci|)ls 

Warehouse  receivere' 

reserve 

wholesale 

Week  enclinc 

cases. 

hoUlincrs.  bands. 

stock. 

output. 

prime  fresh.         prime  refriseia- 

Dec.  28,  '12, 

40,5(10 

365,(HK)             25,0  Kl 

39(1, (XKl 

27  ^:!4 

]8>,;^2i 

Jan.  4,  '13, 

■  33,(X)0 

315,0(K)  18,(W 

333,lXXi 

!HI,(»(iO 

24  @30 

19  @2i 

Jan.  11, 

41,000 

268,500  15,000 

283,5(X> 

9(),5(K) 

24>^@30 

19  @21 

Jan.  IS, 

43,500 

222,000  15,tXX> 

237,000 

iK\0()0 

@2S 

19>4@21  ^ 

Jan.  25, 

51,500 

177,000  18,000 

195,000 

93,500 

23  @26K 

19  @20 

Feb.  1, 

42,500 

132,000  12,000 

144, 0(X^ 

93,500 

23  @25>i 

18>i@l!>  . 

Feb.  8, 

60,000 

94,000  16,000 

110,000 

94,000 

23>i@26.'/2 

18K@21 

Feb.  15, 

66,500 

62,(XX)  16,(XX) 

78,(X10 

9S,5fO 

20K@26 

IS  @21 

Feb.  22*, 

78,000 

32,000  26,000 

58,000 

98,000 

19',<@20 

]5>^@17 

Mar.  P, 

57,000 

14,000  4,000 

18,000 

97,000 

20)$@23 

16  @17 

•Receipts  for  February  21!  (holiday)  estimated  and  added  or  substracted  from  the  totals  for  five  and  seven  days  as  reported  by  the  Exchan,- 
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The  Laying  Competition  at  Storrs. 


THIS  article  will  combine  edinint'nis  U|ic)n  la^in^' 
coinpeliiions  in  {general,  with  ohaervatiuns  nuule 
on  a  recent  visit  to  the  Connecticut  Agricultural 
College  and  Kxperimeut  S^tation. 

The  modern  luyini;  competitions  ori-iinated  in  Knghmd 
years  ago.  I  thinV;  that  the  lirst  was  held  by  the  I'tilily 
Poultry  Clnh  in  the  winter  of  1897 — 1898,  and  the  Burn- 
ley I'tility  I'oultry  Society  began  its  competitions  three 
years  later.  Shortly  after  that  tlie  Australian  com- 
petitions were  eatablished.  Tlie  English  competitions 
were  i>roject#d  l>y  utility  poultry  keepers  at  a  time  when 
there  was  com])aratively  lit- 
tle interest  in  lireeding  for 
utilily  (|ualitics,  though  the 
"fancy"  in  Kngland  w'as 
liighly  developed.  The  first 
competitions  were  for  i)e- 
rioils  of  sixteen  weeks,  be- 
ginning in  October  and 
ending  about  the  first  of 
February.  1  will  not  un- 
dertake to  review  the  liis- 
tory  of  these  or  the  Aus- 
tralian contests  in  detail, 
but  merely  state  the  general 
facts.  In  Australia  the  first 
competition  was  conducted 
at  an  agricultural  college 
under  the  auspices  of  a 
newspaper.  If  my  mem- 
ory on  the  i)oint  is  not  at  fault,  all  the  competitions 
in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  have  been  full  year  com- 
petitioua,  but  all  the  English  competitions  until  very 
recently  were  for  winter  laying  contests,  and  only  a  very 
few  have  been  carried  through  a  full  year.  The  com- 
petitions in  England  were  located  on  farms  where  the 
services  of  the  owner  could  be  secured  to  conduct  the 
work,  and  locations  were  changed  from  year  to  year. 
Those  in  Australia  were  held  at  agricultural  colleges. 
The  object  in  England  was  to  stimulate  interest  in 
breeding  for  practical  qualities,  especially  for  egg  pro- 
duction. It  was  really  a  form  of  reaction  from  the 
tendency  of  the  fancier  to  neglect  egg  production. 

In  Australia  the  movement  liad  a  somewhat  different 
origin.  It  came  from  without  rather  than  from  within 
the  l)ody  of  poultry  interests.  Primarily,  the  avowed 
idea  was  to  awaken  interest  in  poultry  culture  as  a 
branch  of  agriculture  capable  of  adding  greatly  to  the 
in<'onieH  of  farmers  and  to  the  wealth  of  the  community. 
That  tliere  was  originally  any  thought  of  using  the  lay- 
ing competitions  to  give  Australia  some  general  adver- 
tising, seems  improbable. 

In  Kngland  no  very  remarkable  results  were  obtained, 
yet  there  were  nearly  always  a  number  of  flocks  giving 
very  satisfactory  egg  yields.  The  reports  generally  in- 
dicated that  the  results  were  such  as  might  be  obtained 
by  ordinary  good  care  under  ordinary  conditions.  The 
figures  did  not  grow  large  enougli  to  arouse  suspicion  as 
to  their  relialjility.  In  Australia  the  "  records  "  were 
very  reasonaljle  lor  a  while,  but  there  soon  began  to  be 
so  many  very  high  records  that  poultrymen  of  experi- 
ence began  to  be  skeptical,  and  expressions  of  this  feel- 
ing weie  frequent.  Tiie  Australians  explained  the  big 
records  first  as  due  to  the  wonderful  climate,  especially 
adapted  to  poultry  keeping,  and  next  as  showing  the 
remarkal)le  insight  into  the  problems  of  breeding  and 
skill  in  handling  birds  which  Australian  breeders  had 
developed. 

In  acu-ordance  with  the  custom  of  "courtesy"  which 
obtains  in  scientific  and  educational  circles,  the  Austra- 
lian records  are  generally  accefjted  in  such  circles,  and 
such  acceptance  leads  to  their  acceptance  by  those  who 
do  not  study  the  situation  for  themselves  and  who 
blindly  accept  what  seems  to  have  the  sanction  of 
official  authority  or  majority  opinion.  The  opinion  of 
practical  poultrymen,  as  I  find  it,  is  that  not  much  con- 
fidence is  to  be  placed  in  the  Australian  records.  To 
the  experimental  jiractical  poultry  keeper,  the  records 
are,  on  their  face,  improbable.  To  the  cold  blooded 
student  of  facts  relating  to  them,  the  use  that  has  been 
made  of  them  for  advertising  purposes,  classes  them 
with  common  advertising  exaggerations.  That  is  how 
they  appear  on  the  surface.  To  dispel  this  view  a 
student  of  such  matters  who  wants  the  plain  truth  must 


liiid  ibat,  although  they  look  like  exaggerations,  the 
records  have  i)een  made  under  conditions  which  estab- 
lish them  as  fully  authentic.  I  cannot  fiiul  this,  and  a.s 
I  happen  to  be  one  of  the  very  few  who  are  willing  to 
jilainly  express  in  print  a  lack  of  conlidence  in  the  reli- 
ability of  the  wholesale  great  laying  contests  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  I  think  it  is  in  order  to  say  a  few 
words  here  about  my  position  in  regard  to  reports  of 
great  laying. 

In  the  first  place,  as  far  as  the  number  of  eggs  i)ro- 
duced  is  concerned,  I  have  always  been  ready  to  accept 
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anything  within  possibility  when  the  circumstances  in- 
dicate conditions  favorable  to  the  results  claimed,  and — 
further  —  when  those  responsible  for  the  reports  show 
themselves  so  accurate  in  other  statements  that  they 
may  fairly  be  presumed  to  have  the  habits  of  accuracy 
which  would  give  weight  to  their  reports  on  any  subject. 
The  evidence  of  this  kind  that  I  find  does  not  add  to 
the  credibility  of  big  records  from  the  Antipodes.  That 
being  the  case,  I  anticipate  that  ultimately  these  reports 
will  be  discredited  as  similar  reports  made  under  differ- 
ent circumstances  liave  been,  either  by  the  failure  to 
maintain  the  high  level  of  production  claimed  or  by  the 
discovery  of  facts  which  throw  doubt  upon  the  accuracy 


Assistant  .1.  F.  Ketc-liani  .-ind  tlie  Hens  in  tlie  Leading  Fen 
of  Wliite  Leirliorns  0\viie<l  by  Thomas  li.arron. 

of  records,  or  by  both  of  these  things.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  other  practical  field  where  improbat)le  results 
would  be  as  generally  accepted  with  as  little  effort  to 
make  sure  as  they  have  been  in  these  laying  com- 
petitions. 

I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  called  upon  to  prove  that  the 
impro))aijle  is  not  so  before  I  state  publicly  that  it  is 
improbable.  I  have  repeatedly  pointed  out  that  if  any- 
one connected  with  a  competition  is  disposed  to  manipu- 
late results  to  the  advantage  of  one  or  more  competitors, 
it  is  very  easy  to  do  so  without  being  detected,  and 
that  the  fact  that  reports  were  extraordinary  made  it 


necessary  to  show  that  every  point  that  might  affect 
their  credibility  had  been  thoroughly  safeguarded.  This 
has  not  bwMi  done,  and  therefore — from  niy  ))oint  of 
view— the  reliability  of  the  records  is  not  established. 

Whatever  relates  to  the  big  records  from  Australia  is 
of  im))orlance  in  a  discussion  of  laying  competitions  in 
America  because  the  underlying  causes  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  laying  competitions  here  has  been  the  popular 
feeling  that  "America"  was  being  distanced  in  this 
matter.  This  feeling  does  not  rest  upon  an  intelligent 
view  of  the  nature  of  laying  competitions  and  the  needs 

of  poultry  interests.  It 
made  very  little  growth  in 
this  country  until  the  daily 
press  l)egan  to  be  intt^resteil 
ill  poultry  matters,  and  the 
advertising  of  "systt'Uis" 
had  brought  into  the  ranks 
of  jionltry  keepers  large 
iiniiilK'rs  of  new  re(Tnits 
whose  information  upon 
poultry  juatters  was  dis- 
toitcd  from  the  first. 

Whatever  may  have  been 
the  motives  for  laying  com- 
petili'ins  in  the  first  place, 
laying  competitions  today 
must  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  s(mie  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  observa- 
tion of  the  effects  of  laying  competitions. 

Whatever  may  be  the  object  of  those  who,  after 
laying  competitions  in  other  lands  have  been  carried 
on  for  so  long  a  jjeriod,  ])roject  a  laying  com))etition 
in  America,  they  shoukl  consider  not  merely  whether 
that  object  will  be  attained,  but  also  what  other  eflects 
the  competition  will  have.  If,  for  their  own  purposes, 
or  with  some  particular  object  in  view,  they  hold  a  lay- 
ing competition,  they  must  acceptfuU  responsibility 
for  all  results  of  the  competition.  In  view  of  the  op- 
portunity that  now  exists  to  know  wdiat  altitude  the 
novice  takes  toward  laying  competitions,  those  who 
maintain  them  are  largely  responsible  for  the  misunder- 
standings of  novices  in  regard  to  them.  If  the  jjulilic 
interested  in  poultry  wants  laying  coiiii)etitions,  it  is 
entitled  to  them  ;  but  the  public  is  also  entitled  to  know, 
before  its  demand  for  a  laying  competition  is  complied 
with,  the  exact  status  of  laying  competitions. 

The  idea  of  a  laying  competition  ai)peals  to  the  novice 
because  he  imagines  that  a  public  test  will  tell  him 
which  is  the  best  breed  or  variety  for  egg  production, 
and  who  has  the  best  stock  of  that  breed  or  variety.  It 
appeals  to  the  breeder  because  he  sees  that  if  he  can  win 
in  such  a  competition  it  will  give  him  a  lot  of  very  profit- 
able advertising.  It  appeals  also  to  dealers  in  feeds, 
makers  of  api)liances,  and  others  who  have  things  to 
sell  to  poultrymen,  because  of  the  advertising  that  they 
may  get  in  connection  with  a  competition,  —  that  is, 
those  who  succeed  in  associating  their  goods  wiih  it. 
The  others  are  not  so  enthusiastic.  It  may  appeal  also 
to  a  newspa|)er,  and  to  the  management  of  a  college  or 
an  experiment  station  as  something  which  will  advertise 
them  extensively.  The  laying  competition  at  Storrs  is 
the  result  of  a  general  combination  of  all  these  causes. 
That  at  Mountain  Grove,  Mo.,  is  of  .slightly  different 
origin. 

From  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Quisenberry  at  Orono, 
Me.,  in  August,  1911,  I  inferred  that  the  lirst  suggestion 
of  a  contest  came  from  a  member  of  the  Missouri  l(!gisla- 
tnre  in  connection  with  the  question  of  spending  a  sum 
of  money  available  for  work  for  poultry  interests.  As  1 
understood  it,  this  was  a  case  where  poultry  interests 
were  "recognized"  in  a  general  appropriation  for  agri- 
cultural work,  and  the  poultrymen  were  not  pre])ared 
with  a  plan  for  spending  the  money  to  advantage.  There 
have  been  other  cases  like  that  — some  very  recently. 
Anyone  who  supposes  that  a  laying  competition  is  a 
work  of  scientific  and  educational  value,  iirojected  by 
persons  who  have  no  other  purpose  or  interest,  but  after 
careful  consideration  of  the  scientific  and  educational 
po.s8ibilities  of  laying  competitions,  decide  that  they 
aflTord  a  good  means  of  demonstrating  useful  knowledge, 
is  not  wise  in  any  sense  of  that  term.  A  laying  competi- 
tion is  not  projected  ' '  w  ith  intent  to  deceive, "  but  it 
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unfailingly  has  tliat  effect.  In  the  public  mind  the  ob- 
ject of  a  laying  competition  is  to  determine  which  is  the 
beet  variety  and  who  has  the  best  stock  of  that  variety. 

Coming  now  to  the  particular  consideration  of  the 
Storrs  comf>etition :  The  feature  of  the  first  year  was 
the  good  laying  of  a  pen  of  White  leghorns  from  Eng- 
land.   These  birds  began  to  lay  almost  immediately 
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after  their  arrival,  and  maintained  a  lead  for  about  six 
months,  when  the  death  of  two  within  a  week  put  them 
hopelessly  out  of  the  running.  Although  arrangements 
provided  for  one  reserve  bird,  a  loss  of  two  within  the 
year  had,  apparently,  been  regardeil  as  quite  impossible. 
In  spite  of  this  handicap  the  English  birds  finished  well 
up  in  the  list. 

In  the  second  competition,  which  began  Nov.  1,  1912, 
there  were  several  pens  of  English  White  leghorns, 
and  again  the  birds  of  ]\Ir.  Thomas  Barron,  whose  entry 
had  led  so  long  in  the  first  year,  went  to  work  promptly 
and,  so  far,  have  maintained  a  good  lead.  Other  Eng- 
lish pens  are  well  up,  but  a  number  of  American  pens 
are  in  among  them. 

In  the  popular  mind,  English  and  American  birds  are 
ditferent.  Each  is  supposed  to  represent  a  difterent  an- 
cestry, different  methods  of  breeding,  and  a  difl'erent 
type.  This  idea  is  not  confined  to  the  popular  mind, 
unfortunately.  Some  authorities  absorb  the  fallacy,  and 
look  at  the  difi'erence  of  a  few  eggs  one  way  or  the  other 
as  deciding  whether  "English"  or  "American"  stock  is 
superior.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Barron's  birds  go  right  to 
work  in  the  second  competition  as  in  the  first,  seems  to 
a  great  many  people  proof  positive  that  he  has  "a  laying 
strain."  As  he  has  entered  a  pen  in  the  Missouri  com- 
petition, also,  and  these,  too,  lead  their  competitors,  it 
seems  very  plain  to  many  that  this  can  be  accounted  for 
by  their  breeding.  Kecent  statements  indicating  that 
the  Barron  stock  was  pronouncedly  different  in  type  and 
habits  from  other  stock  have  addetl  to  this  impression. 
Consequently,  within  the  last  few  months,  there  has 
arisen  a  rapiilly  growing  and  swelling  chorus  of  asser- 
tion that  the  theory  that  the  way  to  get  heavy  layers  is 
to  breed  from  heavy  layers  has  been  fully  demonstrated 
by  the  results  of  the  various  laying  competitions,  and 
especially  by  the  performances  of  the  English  White 
l^eghorns.  Of  course  all  this  tends  to  add  to  my  interest 
in  the  conditions  at  Storrs,  and  makes  the  English  Leg- 
horns the  chief  objects  of  interest  there,  not  because  I 
accept  the  common  explanation  of  their  good  work,  but 
because  I  want  to  learn,  if  possible,  to  what  it  should 
be  attributed. 

Leaving  the  designations  "Enghsh"  and  "American," 
and  questions  of  ownership,  out  of  consideration,  the 
ilifierences  between  the  leading  pens  in  these  compe- 
titions have  been  no  greater  than  are  commonly  found 
between  diflerent  pens  of  the  same  stock  in  the  hands  of 
the  breeder.  They  are  such  diflerences  as  are  often 
found  between  lots  of  birds  that  should  l>e  identical  if 
conditions  were  all  equal,  but  do  not  perform  alike  be- 
cause they  are  not  of  the  same  age,  or  not  grown  or 
handled  equally  well.  In  considering  difl'erences  in 
4ierformance,  we  have  to  consider  the  efl'ects  of  external 
causes  before  any  others,  and  if  external  causes  will 
account  for  diflferences  in  performance,  we  cannot  as- 
sume that  these  causes  did  not  operate,  but  that  an 
innate  cause,  which  we  cannot  locate,  produced  the 
results.  Indeed,  we  cannot  consider  the  innate  cause 
which  the  poultry  keeper  cannot  connect  with  anything 
tangible  until  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  none  of  the 
causes  the  poultryman  controls  will  account  for  the 
results. 

In  the  competitions,  no  effort  baa  been  made  to  secure 


uniformity  in  anything  except  the  conditions  during  the 
contest.  Each  competitor  sends  such  birds  as  he  thinks 
best  suited  to  perform  creditably.  Those  in  charge  of 
the  birds  during  the  competition  know,  as  a  rule,  notli- 
ing  of  their  jjedigree,  or  of  their  life  history,  except  as 
indicated  by  their  appearance.  In  some  cases,  the  ap- 
l>earance  aflbrds  information  which  accounts  for  failure 
to  start  out  well.  In  the  first  competition  at  Storrs,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  birds  were  immature  when  re- 
ceived. The  proportion  of  immature  birds  was  much 
smaller  in  the  second  year,  but  still  a  comparison  of  the 
record  of  weights  made  on  November  1st  and  on  Febru- 
ary 1st  shows  that  most  of  the  birds  were  immature  at 
the  beginning  of  the  competition.  In  the  ^^'hite  Leg- 
horns, the  usual  diti'erence  in  the  three  months  is  about 
a  pound.  In  some  of  the  large  breeds  many  specimens 
gained  two  pounds,  and  a  few  as  much  as  three  pounds 
in  weight  in  the  first  three  months.  The  record  of 
weights  alone  shows  that  these  birds  were  not  fitted  to 
start  in  a  competition  November  1st  —  they  were  not 
mature. 

The  records  of  weights  of  the  Barron  pen  that  leads 
is  particularly  interesting,  and  would  be  even  more  so  if 
Mr.  Barron  could  furnish  the  weight  of  each  when 
shipped,  and  the  manager  of  the  competition  could  tell 
just  when  the  weight  taken  February  1st  was  reached. 
The  birds  in  this  pen  are  remarkably  uniform  in  weight, 
very  close  to  four  pounds  each.  This  is  in  each  case 
approximately  half  a  pound  more  than  the  weight  on 
arrival.  About  four  pounds  is  the  average  weight,  or 
perhaps  I  should  say  the  most  common  weight  for  Leg- 
horns in  the  competition.  Some  of  the  hens  now 
weighing  four  pounds  or  over  were  much  below  three 
pounds  November  1st.    It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
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how  much  weight,  if  any,  the  Barron  Leghorns  lost  on 
the  voyage,  and  if  they  lost,  how  soon  they  made  it  up. 
The  leading  pens  generally  show  the  same  peculiarities 
as  to  weight  as  the  Barron  pen,  which  signifies  simply 
that  they  were  fitted  to  begin  at  the  beginning  of  the 
contest. 

The  Leghorns  from  England  have  distinctive  type,[but 
not  nearly  as  pronounced  as  one  would  expect  from  the 
statements  upon  that  point  that  have  been''published. 
They  appear  to  be  slightly  larger  than  the  American 
birds  of  the  same  weight,  and  are  a  little  on  the  MinoR'a 
type.  The  large,  beefy  combs,  predominance  of  light 
eyes  and  white  bills  immediately  suggest  ^Minorca  blooil, 
but  as  far  as  I  observed,  the  legs,  while  not  always  strong 
yellow  in  color,  were  all  Leghorn  legs.  I  did  not  see 
one  that  could  reasonably  be  said  to  show  any  indica- 
tion of  Minorca.  Considering  this  in  connection  witli 
the  typical  difierences  between  English  and  Ameri- 
can Hamburgs,  I  dismiss  the  impression  of  a  cross  as 
erroneous.  An  English  Black  Hamburg  in  a  class  of 
American  bred  birds  gives  the  impression  at  once  of  a 
Kose  Comb  Black  Minorca  cross,  but  Hamburg  breedei-s 
here  say  that  it  is  only  the  difierence  in  type. 

These  White  leghorns  are  of  a  more  rangy  type  than 
the  heavy  bodied  English  exhibition  birds  that  used  to 
come  to  this  country,  ( I  have  not  seen  any  of  these  big, 
broad  birds  in  recent  years),  but  not  at  all  of  the 

lean ' '  type  that  some  of  the  descriptions  of  them  by 
English  writers  suggested  to  me.  The  birds  of  Mr.  Cam 
appear  to  be  of  the  same  stock  as  the  Barron  birds. 
The  alleged  exceptional  activity  of  the  Enghsh  birds  is 
not  in  evidence  at  Storrs.  I  tried  hard  to  discover  this, 
but  without  success,  and  finally  concluded  that  either 
those  who  saw  it  imagined  it,  or  that  the  birds  were 
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actually  more  energetic  when  they  first  arrived.  That 
would  naturally  be  the  case  as  between  birds  that  were 
laying  and  tbo.se  that  were  not.  I  can  see  also  how 
better  handling  previous  to  entering  the  contest  would 
explain  a  ditlerence  at  the  Ijeginning  which  has  since 
disappeared.  As  I  saw  the  competing  jjens  the  day  I 
\isited  Storrs,  and  judged  by  the  condition  of  the  litter 
and  the  actions  of  the  fowls,  some  of  the  greatest  hustlers 
were  fowls  of  the  heavy  breeds. 

I  think  that  any  breeder  with  an  eye  for  type,  seeing 
the  English  Leghorns  at  Storrs,  and  not  knowing  where 
they  came  from,  who.se  they  were,  or  how  they  were 
laying — judging  simply  on  appearance  —  would  say  that 
whoever  bred  them  had  a  very  definite  idea  of  his  own 
of  type,  and  had  carefully  followed  it.  Unless  it  can  Ije 
shown  that  the  type  was  produced  by  careful  selection 
for  egg  records,  without  taking  other  points  into  ac- 
count, there  seems  to  me  no  ground  for  supposing  that 
this  is  peculiarly  an  "egg  type."  Even  then  the  ap- 
parent uniformity  in  what  birds  are  here  would  only 
suggest  that  the  form  came  from  a  prepotent  line  of 
ancestors  and  was  incidental — not  fundamental. 

The  records  of  egg  production,  and  of  weight-s  of  birda, 
show  plainly  that  among  the  pens  that  may  be  rated  as 
good  layers,  tho.se  which  were  beat  fitted  at  the  liegin- 
ning  have  the  advantage  because  of  their  condition. 
Mr.  Pollard  told  me  that  while  there  were  a  great  many 
pens  of  birds,  and  many  birds  in  other  pens  that  were 
immature,  or  otherwise  not  in  condition  at  the  beginning 
of  the  contest,  the  conditions  in  this  respect  were  very 
much  better  than  last  year.  There  are  some  pens  in  the 
competition  that  are  puzzles.  It  is  said  that  they  were, 
in  some  cases,  apparently  mature;  in  others,  so  near 
maturity  that  it  would  l)e  expected  that  ihey  would  soon 
begin  laying,  yet  some  of  these  had  laid  very  few  eggs. 
These  may  lie  of  stocks  in  which  the  laying  habit  is  not 
well  developed — popularly  called  poor  laying  strains— or 
it  may  be  that  the  handling  does  not  suit  them.  The 
facts  cannot  be  ascertained  as  the  competition  is  con- 
ducted. 

The  outstanding  fact  in  the  competition  is  that  t" 
most  important  factor  is  condition.  Yet  nearly  all  tho 
who  discuss  the  matter  for  the  public  let  the  idea  that  i 
is  breed  and  strain  run  away  with  them.  Thus  in  report- 
ing the  contest  for  the  Rural  Xew  Yorker,  March  1.5th, 
Mr.  George  A.  Cosgrove  says:  "It  is  quite  evident  from 
the  winnings  at  difl'erent  utility  contests,  and  the  testi- 
monials from  customers,  that  the  high  records  at  Storrs, 
and  at  the  Missouri  contest,  of  these  competitor's  birda 
(Mr.  Cam's  and  Mr.  Barron's)  is  not  due  to  any  par- 
ticular skill  in  picking  out  birds  which  will  prove  to  lie 
extraordinary  layers,  or  to  any  value  in  the  English  cli- 
mate, or  even  to  the  educational  advantages  of  '  foreign 
travel ;  '  but  to  the  skill  and  persistency  with  which  egg 
production  has  been  workeil  for.  It  is  no  accidental 
thing  that  these  leghorns  and  Wyandottes  outlay  ours. 
The  thing  for  the  American  breeiler  to  do  is  to  get  this 
strong  laying  blood  into  his  flocks ;  and  then  by  trap- 
nesting  and  breeding  for  vitality  as  well,  bring  up  our 
flocks  to  where  they  will  not  have  to  take  second  place 
in  any  competition." 

This  statement  is  one  of  those  mixtures  of  truth  an.l 
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error  that  lead  the  novice  astray.  By  the  novice  in 
breeding,  I  mean  not  only  the  beginner  but  the  breeder 
who  never  breeds  anything  worth  while  from  stock  a 
generation  or  two  removed  from  purchased  birds,  or 
who  cannot  consistently  produce  what  he  wants.  Our 
knowledge  of  laying  phenomena  is  by  no  means  limited 
to  what  the  laying  competitions  teach,  but  this  compe- 
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tition  does  teach  very  plainly  tliat  the  superior  laying  of 
the  English  birds  is  due  to  superior  condition  at  the  he- 
ginning.  They  were  ready  as  no  others  were.  The 
"  laying  blood  "  in  them  is  plainly  no  stronger  than  in 
numerous  other  good  laying  stocks.  All  comj)arisons 
based  on  laying  records,  which  assume  that  the  birds 
started  e(iually,  are  misleading.  The  one  thing  in  which 
the  English  competitors  (the  men)  plainly  excel  the 
Americans  is  in  handling  their  birds  to  have  them  fit  to 
make  a  Hying  start  at  a  certain  time  after  two  weeks  on 
the  road.  It  would  be  worth  a  great  deal  more  to  the 
American  breeder"  to  know  how  they  do  this  than  to 
have  their  stock.  In  fact,  until  he  learns  this  he  can  go 
on  buying  stock  with  "  laying  blood  "  indefinitely,  and 
will  be  regularly  beaten  by  one  who  knows  how  to  fit 
the  birds  to  the  day  —  and  who  does  it. 

The  methods  of  Mr.  Barron,  and  of  Mr.  Cam,  may 
not  be  the  only  methods,  but  they  undoubtedly  have  the 
features  essential  to  all  good  methods.  There  is  some 
reason  to  suppose  that  in  handling  birds  they  have 
"caught  on"  to  some  points  not  commonly  known 
which  give  them  an  advantage.  The  three  year  records 
for  White  Leghorns  at  Cornell  indicate  that  the  second 
year  is,  as  a  rule,  the  year  of  heaviest  production  for 
AVhite  Leghorns.  No  one  but  the  man  who  grew  them 
and  knows  can  tell  whether  the  English  Leghorns  are 
pullets  or  hens.  The  same  remark  applies  to  some  other 
birds  in  this  competition.  I  have  had  Leghorn  pullets 
that  at  seven  months  looked  like  old  hens,  and  have  had 
three,  and  even  four  year  old  hens  that  would  readily 
pass  for  pullets.  If  the  English  Leghorns  are  pullets,  I 
infer  that  their  owners  have  found  out  why  some  pullets 
have  a  midwinter  molt  and  others  do  not,  or,  that  they 
have  been  very  lucky  in  this  respect. 

Examination  of  a  copy  of  Mr.  Barron's  catalogue, 
which  Prof.  Kirkpatrick  showed  me,  tended  to  further 
confirm  my  conclusion  that  his  art  in  breeding  consisted 
principally  in  skill  in  handling  stock,  and  in  planning 
to  produce  it  to  lay  when  he  wanted  it  to  lay.  His 
prices  for  eggs  and  stock  are  adjusted  to  the  tlieory  that 
the  heaviest  layers  produce  the  heaviest  layers.  The 
mass  of  evidence  upon  this  point  indicates  otherwise. 
Some  heavy  layers  produce  a  proportion  of  equally 
heavy  layers;  more  do  not.  The  history  of  past  "heavy 
laying  strains"  indicates  that  lines  prepotent  for  egg 
production  usually  last  only  a  few  years.  This,  indeed, 
is  true  of  lines  prepotent  in  any  way.  If  any  of  the 
breeders  of  heavy  laying  stock  can  prove  by  records  of 
pedigree  and  performance  that  the  principle  of  mating 
heaviest  layers  to  males  from  heavy  laying  dams  is 
right,  they  should  do  so.  On  our  present  common 
knowledge  of  the  case  we  have  to  say  that  the  principle 
is  limited  in  application  because  heavy  laying  decreases 
vitality.  While  there  are  exceptions,  the  general  rule  is 
that  very  great  layers  come  from  hens  that  are  extra 
good  layers,  but  not  phenomenal,  and  that  the  phenom- 
enal layeis  do  not  produce  many  like  themselves.  If 
those  who  win  in  laying  competitions  have  new  light 
on  this  subject  they  should  make  it  public.  If  their 
results  are  secured,  aa  those  of  the  fanciers'  are,  by 
judiciously  holding  a  balance  between  high  production 
and  vitality,  it  is  to  their  interest  to  let  their  customers 
know  this.  If  that  is  the  case,  and  the  purchasers  do 
not  know  it,  or  do  not  act  in  accordance,  the  situation 
is  parallel  to  that  which  arises  in  the  breeding  of  vari- 
eties in  which  double  mating  is  practiced. 

The  reserve  birds,  sent  to  replace  any  of  those  in  the 
competition  that  die,  are  kept  in  four  flocks  of  25  each. 
I  was  of  course  interested  to  know  how  the  laying  of  the 
birds  in  these  flocks  compared  with  that  of  the  flocks  of 
5  each  in  the  competition  houses.  The  reserve  hen.s  are 
not  trapnested,  but  the  flock  records  are  kept.  The  lay- 
ing is  about  the  same  as  for  the  competing  birds,  con- 
sidered collectively.  For  some  time  past  it  had  been 
slightly  better.  Since  I  began  this  article  the  American 
PouUrij  Journal,  for  March,  has  been  received.  I  find 
in  it  an  article  by  Dr.  P.  T.  Woods,  comparing  the  re- 
sults from  the  hens  in  the  Storrs  competition  last  winter 
and  this  winter  with  the  results  for  1,000  hens,  in  flocks 
of  100  to  14.3,  on  his  farm,  this  winter.  The  percentage 
of  egg  production  is  a  little  higher  for  his  large  fiocks. 
Whether  the  comparison  is  in  all  ways  fair  is  doubtful. 
Dr.  Woods  says  that  his  flocks  contained  a  number  of 
late  hatched  pullets,  while  the  others  "were  picked  speci- 
mens." As  the  reader  will  see  from  what  has  been  said 
of  the  maturity  of  the  birds  in  the  competitions,  there 
were  a  great  many  lat^  pullets  there.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  J}!.  Woods'  bfios  av/3raged  more  mature  than  the 


birds  at  Storrs.  Yet  the  results  from  his  flock,  con- 
sidered with  those  from  the  reserve  birds  at  Storrs,  in- 
dicate that  there  is  no  advantage,  as  a  rule,  in  the  very 
small  llock.  Those  in  charge  of  the  competition  have 
concluded  that  ten  birds  in  a  compartment  would  do  as 
well  as  five,  and  I  understand  that  it  is  i)ropoHud  to  have 
ten  in  a  fiock  and  twenty  in  a  house  next  year.  I  think 
that  it  is  probable  that  some  of  the  flocks  in  com- 
petition would  have  done  better  with  larger  numbers 
together.  Possibly  all  would.  The  birds  would  cer- 
tainly be  more  comfortable  on  cold  nights,  and  would 
not  be  crowded  at  any  time.  Ten  hens  in  a  house 
12  X  12  have  a  superfluity  of  space.  It  is  too  bad  that 
trap  nest  records  have  not  been  kept  for  the  reserve 
birds,  so  that  we  would  have  data  on  the  laying  of  hens 
of  the  same  stock  in  diflerent  sized  flocks.  It  would  not 
be  conclusive,  but  should  be  very  interesting. 

Other  interesting  points  in  Dr.  Woods'  comparison 
are  the  time  required  and  the  relation  of  particular  con- 
ditions to  egg  production.  The  hens  in  the  competition 
have  attendance  from  three  men.  There  are  three  men 
on  the  ground  who  have  nothing  to  do  but  care  for  the 
hens  and  keep  the  data  relating  to  egg  production  and 
food.  While  the  work  is  not  so  divided,  I  think  that  to 
say  that  the  time  of  two  men  is  given  to  care  of  the  hens, 
and  that  of  one  man  to  keeping  records.  Dr.  Woods 
says  that  one  man  on  his  farm  takes  care  of  1,000  hens 
and  has  abundant  time  for  other  work.  He  estimates 
four  hours  a  day  as  the  actual  time  required.  This  esti- 
mate is  based  on  time  actually  required  for  one  average 
week. 

The  fowls  on  the  Woods  farm  and  at  Storrs  are  fed  in 
the  same  way,  dry  mash  and  automatic  feeders  for  the 
scratch  grain,  but  the  ration  for  the  Woods'  flocks  con- 
tains more  corn.  The  competition  fowls  are  confined  to 
the  houses,  which  are  kept  very  clean,  while  the  Woods 
fowls  run  out  when  they  please,  have  no  water  when 
there  is  snow  on  the  ground,  and  the  droppings  are 
allowed  to  remain  through  the  winter.  The  major  part 
of  the  birds  in  the  competition  are  Leghorns ;  the  Woods 
birds  are  Plymouth  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  and  Reds. 


The  conditions  on  the  Woods  farm  are  representative 
conditions  for  a  commercial  i)lant.  The  flocks  are  large, 
but  not  too  large  for  a  good  handler  to  get  good  results. 
Personally,  for  a  number  of  reasons  I'd  rather  work 
with  flocks  about  one-tliird  this  si/e.  I  think  that  while 
labor  may  be  a  little  greater  at  times,  it  is  lighter  at 
others,  and  that  the  production  is  likely  to  be  a  little 
better  taking  the  season  through.  However,  the  differ- 
ence is  not  great,  and  I  would  not  try  to  convince  a 
man  whose  hens  laid  well  in  flocks  of  lOO  to  150  that  he 
would  do  better  with  smaller  Hocks.  If  he  had  flocks  of 
100  to  150  that  were  not  doing  well,  I'd  suggest  that  he 
try  what  he  could  do  with  smaller  flocks. 

Dr.  Woods'  report  is  a  particularly  interesting  one, 
and  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  give  figures  for  a  full  year. 
I  doubt  very  much  whether  his  large  fiocks  will  do  as 
well  in  warm  weather  as  the  small  ones. 

A  point  I  was  particular  to  observe  at  Storrs  was  in 
regard  to  the  waste  of  food.  I  was  told  by  several 
visitors  who  were  there  last  year  tliat  the  waste  was  so 
great  that  the  data  for  food  consumed  could  not  possibly 
be  of  any  value.  It  was  admitted  by  those  in  charge 
that  there  was  too  much  waste  last  year,  especially  of 
dry  mash.  To  correct  this,  larger  dishes  are  in  use.  I 
could  see  no  occasion  for  criticism  on  the  score  of  waste 
now.  There  were  some  pens  which  had  not  cleaned  up 
their  beet  pulp  as  most  had,  but  it  would  probably  be 
eaten  before  long  witli  little  waste. 

The  attitude  taken  by  the  Connecticut  State  Poultry 
Association,  at  its  annual  meeting,  expressing  the  senti- 
ment that  the  contest  should  be  controlled  exclusively 
by  the  experiment  station,  seems  to  forecast  the  elimina- 
tion of  newspaper  auspices  after  this  year.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  association  seem  to  be  in  favor  of  a  com- 
petition for  its  advertising  value,  or  to  determine  the 
value  of  their  own  stock  as  compared  with  that  of  others 
for  laying  purposes.  The  uses  oi  a  competition  in  Ibis 
way  are  not  as  great  as  they  appear  to  be  at  first  glance, 
but  the  people  of  a  state  are  entitled  to  what  they  want. 
It  is  their  privilege  to  learn  by  experience  whether  what 
they  desire  is  of  value  to  then:. 


Direct  or  Indirect  Subscription. 


THE  EDITOR  of  this  paper  was  at  lunch  one  day 
with  several  men  interested  in  poultry.  One  of 
the  company  brought  up  the  subject  of  poultry 
papers.  Comparing  the  American  monthly  poultry 
papers  with  some  of  the  weekly  poultry  publications  of 
England,  he  declared  that  it  was  too  bad  that  in  this 
country  a  poultryman  could  not  get  the  news  of  the 
poultry  world  promptly  and  fully,  but  must  often  wait 
for  from  one  to  two  months  for  reports  of  importance, 
and  then  perhaps  get  only  as  much  of  them  as  would 
advance  the  interests  of  "our  advertisers."  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  publishers  of  poultry  papers  were  singu- 
larly blind  to  the  needs  of  the  situation.  The  writer 
replied  that  he  thought  that  a  great  many  publishers  of 
poultry  journals  understood  that  there  was  a  demand  for 
a  weekly  journal  that  would  give  the  news  promptly  and 
fully,  but  the  practical  difficulty  in  the  way  of  establish- 
ing such  a  paper  was  to  get  capital  to  carry  the  enter- 
prise at  a  loss  until  it  could  win  out  against  the  com- 
bined competition  of  the  monthly  papers  now  in  the 
field.  If  managed  right,  such  a  paper  would  ultimately 
paj  well,  but  everyone  familiar  with  the  conditions  in 
poultry  journalism  knew  that  under  existing  conditions 
there  would  have  to  be  a  very  large  outlay  before  the 
balance  would  begin  to  show  on  the  right  side  of  the 
ledger. 

It  happened  that  not  long  after  this  conversation  an- 
other of  the  company  called  our  attention  to  the  merits 
of  The  National  Geographic  Magazine,  published  by  the 
National  Geographic  Society,  and  gave  us  a  little  circular 
relating  to  it.  It  is,  of  course,  a  publication  of  a  very 
different  type  from  the  kind  of  poultry  paper  the  other 
man  had  in  mind,  but  a  reading  of  the  circular  suggested 
the  thought  that  if  poultry  men,  pigeon  men,  and  others 
interested  in  domestic  birds  were  willing  to  pay  for  the 
kind  of  a  paper  they  want,  it  would  be  a  comparatively 
easy  matter  to  finance  such  a  paper. 

The  National  Geographic  Society  was  organized  only 
twenty-five  years  ago  —  Jan.  27,  18S8.  Its  object  was 
"  the  increase  and  difl^usion  of  geographic  knowledge." 
Membership  costa  $2  per  year,  life  membership  $50. 
The  magazine  and  maps  which  all  members  receive  are 
worth  the  money.   It  has  novj  11 5,000 'members.   All  the 


receiftts  from  its  publications  are  used  to  improve  them, 
or  expended  in  geographic  research,  or  to  promote  the 
study  of  geography. 

Now  just  suppose  that  only  one-seventh  as  many  per- 
sons as  belong  to  the  National  Geographic  Society  could 
be  found  who  wanted  a  weekly  or  a  monthly  poultry 
paper  and  were  wilUng  to  pay  the  price  for  the  informa- 
tion that  they  wanted, — to  pay  what  it  woulil  cost 
regardless  of  any  income  from  advertising.  Let  us  as- 
sume that  such  a  paper,  —  a  very  satisfactory  one  — 
could  be  made  if  each  member  of  a  society  publishing  it 
paid  a  fee  of  %2  per  year.  As  the  membership  grew  be- 
yond 25,000,  the  publication  would  be  greatly  improved, 
and  the  society  could  undertake  work  of  great  value 
without  any  increase  in  the  cost  to  the  individual  mem- 
ber. The  publication  would  be  absolutely  independent 
in  every  way,  devoted  only  "to  the  increase  and  diffu- 
sion" of  knowledge  of  aviculture.  It  would  seem  that 
such  a  publication  would  be  well  worth  its  cost  to  any- 
one interested  in  any  line  of  aviculture,  and  worth 
many  times  its  cost  to  a  great  many  people,  yet  it  is  such 
a  far  cry  from  present  conditions  to  those  which  we 
have  imagined  that  they  can  only  be  regarded  as  Uto- 
pian. What!  Two  dollars  for  a  poultry  magazine  when 
you  can  get  any  number  of  them  by  simply  paying  the 
postage,  or  —  if  you  have  the  opportunity  —  can  go  to  a 
big  show  and  accumulate  sample  papers  enough  to  keep 
you  in  reading  for  a  year! 

Readers  of  poultry  publications  are  so  accustomed  and 
addicted  to  cheap  direct  rates  for  reading  matter  that 
the  idea  of  paying  the  cost  directly  seems  to  them  pre- 
posterous. Nor  is  the  situation  with  regard  to  poultry 
papers  peculiar.  Many  other  classes  of  publications  are 
in  the  same  position.  Competition  among  publications 
has  forced  the  prices  to  readers  down,  but  it  never  would 
or  could  have  done  so  but  for  the  disposition  of  most 
readers  to  take  the  pubhcation  lowest  in  cost,  regardless 
of  either  quantity  or  quality  of  matter  of  direct  interest 
and  value.  Perhaps  it  is  not  possible  to  bring  about  a 
diflerent  state  of  affairs  in  an  industry  where  advertising 
and  information  are  so  intimately  connected,  but  the 
reader  who  objects  to  the  features  and  the  limitations  of 
poultry  papers  which  are  due  to  the  close  relation  of 
news  and  advertising,  should  consider  that,  on  the 
whole,  readers  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the  conditions 
with  which  many  readers  find  fault. 
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The  New  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

THE  appointment  of  Dr.  David  F.  Houston,  of 
Missouri,  as  secretary  of  agriculture,  was  en- 
tirely unexpected.  Tfie  cabinet  forecasters  were 
all  busy  witli  the  names  of  men  of  eminence  in  agricul- 
ture. President  AVilson  went  outeide  of  the  field  visible 
to  the  public  and  selected  a  man  unknown,  as  it  appears, 
to  most  of  the  agricultural  papers. 

But  after  flie  first  expression  of  surprise,  the  agricul- 
tural press  seems  to  regard  the  selection  as  not  unnatural, 
ami  after  inquiry  into  the  (|ualificationB  of  the  new  sec- 
retary, most  of  the  agricultural  editors  can  see,  at  least 
a  possibility,  that  he  may  Ije  well  qualified  for  the  work 
that  lies  before  him.  His  face,  as  much  aa  his  record, 
creates  a  prepossession  in  his  favor.  The  newspaper 
pictures  show  a  good,  strong,  sensible  face  that  at  once 
iii8pire.s  confidence,  and  Secretary  Houston  enters  upon 
his  duties  with  the  hearty  good  wishes  of  multitudes  who 
had  never  heard  of  him  before  his  appointment  was  an- 
nounced. 

Some  of  the  matters  that  will  come  very  early  to  the 
attention  of  the  secretary  relate  to  poultry.  In  their 
poultry  investigations  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
and  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  are  overlapping,  and  there 
has  long  been  need  of  a  clear  head  and  a  strong  hand  to 
put  things  right  and  avoid  duplication  of  effort  and 
friction  Ijetween  these  bureaus.  Both  are  doing  good 
work,  but  duplication  is  not  necessary.  The  work  with 
poultry  is  of  such  a  character  that  duplication  occurs 
quite  naturally,  and  can  be  prevented  in  some  cases  only 
by  careful  adjustment. 

It  is  likely  that  before  long  there  will  be  an  effort  on 
the  part  of  poultrymen  to  have  a  bureau  of  poultry  in- 
dustry created,  and  the  poultry  work  of  the  department 
separated  from  otlier  animal  husbandry.  The  idea  is 
quite  popular  among  poultrymen,  but  we  are  not  at  all 
sure  that  those  who  advocate  it  at  this  time  are  well 
advised. 

The  Personal  Element  in  Poultry  Keeping. 

SOME  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  the  editor  had  as  an 
occasional  caller  at  our  office,  a  business  man 
who  had  a  poultry  farm  in  a  sparsely  settled 
locality  in  New  York  state.  After  trying  various  sys- 
tems, and  —  as  we  recall  it  —  a  succession  of  poultrymen 
and  superintendents,  this  man  announced  on  his  last 
call  that  he  had  about  decided  to  turn  all  his  stock  loose, 
scattering  it  over  a  wide  range,  feeding  in  hoppers,  and 
taking  the  natural  losses  under  the  conditions.  He  was 
incUned  to  think  that  the  saving  of  labor  would  more 
than  oSset  the  losses,  and  that,  on  the  whole,  this  was 
the  way  to  make  a  large  stock  of  poultry  pay. 

We  have  often  wondered  whether  he  tried  it,  but  have 
never  felt  any  doubt  as  to  what  would  be  the  result  if  be 
did.  Care  can  be  dispensed  with  only  when  the  con- 
ditions are  such  that  losses  from  enemies  are  insig- 
nilioant. 

This  man's  idea  fecurs  to  us  often,  too,  when  poultry- 
men  and  poultry  writers  are  exploiting  methods  of  poul- 
try keeping  on  the  ground  that  they  are  labor  saving, 
that  they  relieve  the  poultry  keeper  of  the  necessity  of 
giving  close  attention  to  his  flock,  or  of  doing  certain 
things  which  some  consider  too  troublesome.  The  pre- 
vailing idea  everywhere  is  to  save  labor.  Xor  is  this 
limited  to  manual  labor;  the  idea  of  dispensing  with 
thought  is  popular.  People  are  most  interested  in  incu- 
bators that  require  no  attention,  scientifically  balanced 
rations  that  the  amateur — though  a  fool — cannot  err  in 
feeding,  and  heavy  laying  strains  that  will  produce  eggs 
regardless  of  circumstances.  When  this  situation  is  an- 
alyzed, it  is  evident  that  the  fundamental  idea  in  it  is  to 
eliminate  the  personal  element,  to  shift  the  responsibility 
for  results  from  the  person  in  direct  charge  of  a  flock  to 
a  number  of  persons  who  indirectly  share  in  the  man- 
agement. 

As  far  as  it  can  be  done  with  real  economy,  to  save 
labor  is  desirable.  It  is  plainly  more  satisfactory  to  have 
a  ration  that  reasonably  approaches  the  ordinary  re- 
quirements of  poultry  than  one  that  does  not.  It  is  also 
better  to  have  good  stock  than  poor  stock.  But  if  you 
study  the  cases  of  poultry  keepers  who  are  quite  regu- 
larly successful  in  what  they  undertake,  you  cannot  fail 


to  see  that  they  are  people  w  lio  do  nut  carry  ellorts  to 
economize  labor  so  far  that  they  are  not  always  in  close 
touch  witli  their  flocks.  As  a  general  rule,  the  success- 
ful poultryman  is  the  one  who  gives  the  birds  the  t>ene- 
fit  of  the  doubt  in  every  (juestion  where  economy  of 
time,  labor,  or  expense  might  make  conditions  a  little 
less  satisfactory  for  them.  It  does  not  seem  to  make 
much  diflerence  about  location,  food,  breed,  type  of 
house  or  any  other  particular  if  the  poultry  keeper  gives 
his  stock  quite  close  personal  attention. 

While  the  number  of  poultry  keepers  is  increasing, 
and  the  total  production  increasing,  the  general  results 
of  work  with  poultry  do  not  appear  to  be  as  good  among 
those  who  give  special  attention  to  poultry  as  they  were 
a  decade  or  more  ago.  There  seems  to  be  more  waste  in 
production,  and,  according  to  the  writer's  observation, 
this  is  largely  due  to  the  prevalence  of  the  tendency  to 
reduce  personal  attention  to  poultry  matters  to  tlie  mini- 
mum. Fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago  the  tendency  was  to 
err  in  the  opposite  direction.  In  the  reaction  from  this 
we  have  been  going  too  far.  We  must  get  back  to  a 
golden  mean  and  strike  the  right  balance  between  atten- 
tion and  economy.  \\'e  must  consider  the  general  effects 
as  well  as  the  immediate  results  of  the  things  which, 
considered  by  themselves,  do  not  seem  to  be  profitable. 

As  an  illustration  appropriate  to  this  season,  take  the 
matter  of  hatching  a  few  early  broods  of  chicks.  It 
used  to  be  the  common  practice.  Almost  everyone  who 
grew  chickens  tried  to  get  them  out  as  early  as  possible. 
The  general  verdict  was  that  it  did  not  pay;  but  people 
liked  to  anticipate  the  season  and  have  a  few  chickens 
to  fuss  with.  When  the  labor  saving  spirit  became 
rampant,  and  people  began  to  try  to  make  each  opera- 
tion show  an  independent  profit,  this  desultory  early 
hatching  became  less  common.  Poultry  keepers  would 
wait  until  conditions  were  more  favorable  and  they 
could  get  the  chicks  out  in  lots  that  were  worth  while. 
Being  in  no  hurry  to  hatch,  they  were  in  no  hurry  to 
mate  the  breeding  pens ;  so  they  were  often  later  than 
they  intended  to  be.  This  condition  was  so  common 
that  it  was  the  prevailing  condition.  It  has  been  the 
condition  now  for  a  good  many  years.  How  long  is  it 
since  we  had  a  good  hatching  season  —  a  seasonable  sea- 
son, followed  by  a  fair  proportion  of  good  laying  in  the 
early  part  of  the  next  winter? 

The  last  decade  has  been  very  prolific  of  labor  and 
thought  saving  methods  and  ai>pliances,  but  they  have 
not  brought  about  such  an  increase  of  ]iroduction  as 
should  have  followed  if  they  were  as  eflRcient  as  they 
were  supposed  to  be.  It  is  a  fair  question  whether  a 
certain  amount  of  personal  contact  with  poultry  is  not 
necessary  to  get  the  best  results  —  or  even  to  get  good 
results  under  ordinary  circumstances.  There  are  many 
cases  where  a  few  birds,  or  a  particular  lot  of  birds,  do 
remarkably  well  without  much  attention,  but  as  cases 
of  poultry  keeping,  these  are  not  typical,  and  usually 
the  conditions  are  such  that  the  keeper  actually  does 
keep  in  very  close  personal  touch  with  the  flock.  As  an 
illustration,  take  the  rather  common  case  of  the  little 
flock  that  rmis  about  the  door  yard  and  is  given  a  little 
food  from  time  to  time,  but  picks  the  most  of  its  living. 
A  person  keeping  such  a  flock  will  often  report  that  the 
flock  gets  no  attention,  is  neglected,  etc.,  yet  does  un- 
commonly well. 

As  a  rule,  such  a  Hock  is  not  neglected.  Its  wants 
are  not  ministered  to  regularly,  because,  under  the  con- 
ditions, they  do  not  need  to  be;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
such  a  flock  comes  more  in  contact  with  members  of  a 
household  under  conditions  which  make  the  birds  feel  at 
home  with  people  —  and  also  cats,  dogs,  etc. —  than  the 
flock  that  is  confined  and  given  close  attention.  The 
laying  of  fowls  that  are  tame  is  not  checked  by  disturb- 
ances as  is  the  laying  of  shy  fowls  that  are  alarmed  at 
the  slightest  unusual  movement  in  their  vicinity.  The 
kind  of  handhng  that  the  Australian  duck  grower  men- 
tioned last  month  gave  his  ducks  probably  did  them  no 
good,  because  —  according  to  the  description  —  they  did 
not  take  it  very  kindly.  But  handling  does  not  in  the 
least  interfere  with  the  laying  of  birds  that  readily  sub- 
mit to  being  handled— that  is,  of  course,  gentle  handling. 

On  the  otiier  hand ,  the  eflects  of  a  sudden  alarm  upon 
the  laying  of  birds  that  are  nervous  and  shy  is  most 


marked.  When  birds  are  so  situated  that  disturbances 
which  alarm  them  occur  often,  they  neither  lay,  breed, 
nor  grow  well.  If  a  keeper  sees  so  little  of  his  flocks 
that  they  are  not  familiar  with  liim  and  are  as  shy  of 
him  as  of  a  stranger,  the  situation  cannot  fail  to  have  a 
bad  effect  upon  the  fowls. 

AV'hen  the  writer  visits  a  poultry  yard  and  finds  that 
as  he  enters  a  pen  with  the  owner  the  birds  are  much 
disturljed,  lie  always  makes  it  a  point  to  let  the  owner 
enter  the  next  pen  imder  such  conditions  that  he  can 
tell  whether  the  birds  are  shy  of  the  owner  or  only  siiy 
of  a  stranger.  Most  birds  tliat  have  confidence  in  their 
owner  and  are  famiUar  with  him  in  both  his  working 
and  his  street  clothes,  are  quite  indifferent  to  the 
presence  of  strangers  who  conduct  themselves  carefully. 
We  have  visited  farms  to  make  photographs  of  Hocks 
where  it  required  all  the  forces  available  to  keep  the 
flocks  within  proper  distance  of  a  camera.  We  have 
visited  others  where,  though  a  perfect  stranger  to  the 
birds,  we  could  go  all  over  the  farm  with  a  camera  alone 
and  get  all  the  flock  or  group  pictures  desired. 

AVe  cannot  say  that  the  diflerence  was  always  due  to 
attention  or  lack  of  attention.  In  some  cases  fowls  are 
shy  of  keepers  who  give  them  close  attention.  But  the 
birds  that  get  little  attention  are  usually  shy  and  wild, 
and  such  flocks  do  not  show  the  better  development  of 
form  which  should  mark  the  well  domesticated  animal. 

E.  B.  Thompson  for  President  of  the  American 
Poultry  Association. 

AFTER  the  report  of  the  result  of  the  nominating 
ballot  in  the  A.  P.  A.  election  appeared,  show- 
ing E.  E.  Richards,  of  Iowa,  well  in  the  lead  for 
presidency,  a  member,  whom  the  writer  met  on  the 
street,  remarked  that  of  course  E.  B.  Thompson  would 
withdraw  and  allow  the  election  of  Richards  to  l>e  prac- 
tically unanimous.  We  replied  that  we  did  not  think 
that  Mr.  Thompson  would  look  at  the  situation  that 
way ;  that  he  had  consented  to  become  a  candidate  only 
when  urged  to  lead  the  element  in  the  association  which 
believes  that  the  real  poultrymen  should  rule  it,  and  we 
thought  we  knew  Ed.  Thompson  weU  enough  to  predict 
that,  having  entered  such  a  contest,  he  would  stay  to 
the  finish.  The  letter  from  Mr.  Thompson,  published 
elsewhere  in  this  issue,  shows  that  we  were  right  in  our 
judgment. 

In  discussing  the  situation  before  the  nominating  bal- 
lots were  sent  out,  we  urged  eastern  members  to  vote  for 
E.  B.  Thompson  for  president,  Joseph  Russell,  of  Can- 
ada, for  first  vice-president,  and  Atlantic  City  for  the 
place  of  meeting.  We  consider  Thompson  and  Knssell 
the  best  men  for  the  offices  for  which  they  are  candi- 
dates, regardless  of  location,  and  think  that  the  East  is 
entitled  to  the  meeting  this  year.  We  urged  eastern 
members  to  concentrate  their  votes  for  Thompson,  Rus- 
sell, and  Atlantic  City,  and  in  voting  representation  to 
other  sections,  to  do  it  on  other  otiices. 

As  the  situation  stands  after  the  nominating  ballot,  it 
looks  hke  Atlantic  City  and  Russell  would  win  readily, 
with  the  probabiUties  favoring  Richards  for  president. 
But  Richards  falls  far  short  of  having  a  majority  in  the 
nominating  ballot,  and  a  strong  rival  candidate  who 
makes  an  active  campaign  against  him  has  a  good 
chance  to  win.  As  Mr.  Thompson  says  in  his  letter,  it 
is  up  to  the  members.  We  believe  that  if  the  members 
who  prefer  to  see  a  poultryman  at  the  head  of  the  organ- 
ization vote  for  Mr.  Thompson,  he  can  be  elected  by  a 
vote  of  two  to  one. 

Real  Missionary  Work. 

IF  THE  American  Poultry  Association  wants  to  do 
some  real  work  in  a  field  not  occupied  by  some 
other  agency  that  is  doing  it  better,  we  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  it  devote  some  of  the  money 
and  energy  that  are  now  spent  to  no  purpose,  in  getting 
at  the  facts  about  the  various  attacks  upon  egg  and 
poultry  supplies  which  are  made  in  the  guise  of  cam- 
paigns for  pure  food  or  for  pure  food  legislation,  and 
putting  them  effectively  before  the  pubUc.  Who  profited 
by  the  agitation  against  cold  storage  eggs  last  winter? 
Who  is  profiting  at  this  time  by  the  agitation  about  the 
sale  of  "  rotten  eggs?"  Perhaps  some  poultrymen  think 
that  the  sale  of  their  good  eggs  ie  not  affected. 
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The  State  and  the  Poultryman. 


AREFKKENCE  was  made  in  our 
last  issue  to  the  OreRoii  Agricul- 
tural ColloKe's  plan  for  a  state 
poultry  farm  from  wliicli  breed- 
ing cockerels  and  eggs  for  liatching  "from 
heavy  laying  slrains"  could  be  furnished 
to  the  farmers  fif  the  state.  The  Panfic 
Foul  try  mm),  Seattle,  Washington,  has  this 
to  say  in  an  editorial  on  "  The  State  and 
the  roultryinan  :  "  — 

"It  would  seem  tliat  it  was  about  time 
to  settle  tlie  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  state  experiment  stations  should  en- 
gage in  the  business  of  selling  eggs,  chicks 
and  breeding  stock  to  poultry  raisers,  in 
competition  with  e.stablished  breeders  in 
this  line.  The  sale  of  chicks  by  the  West- 
ern Washington  Experiment  Station  has 
been  the  object  of  much  adverse  criticism, 
and  has  been  the  cause  of  much  dissatis- 
faction in  some  quarters. 

"  The  Oregon  Experiment  Station  pro- 
poses going  even  farther.  A  recent  bul- 
letin says:  'A  poultry  breeding  farm  to 
enable  the  Oregon  Experiment  Station  to 
provide  the  farmers  of  the  state  with  eggs 
for  hatching  and  cockerels  for  breeding 
from  heavy  laying  strains  developed  at 
the  station,  is  to  be  requested  of  the  leg- 
islature. 

"  'The  experiment  station  must  have 
more  land  and  more  facilities  than  its 
present  crowded  quarters  if  it  is  success- 
fully to  follow  up  the  work  begun  in  in- 
creasing the  poultry  production  of  the 
state,  and  thus  adding  to  the  wealth  of 
Oregon. 

■' '  It  is  estimated  that  if  such  a  breed- 
ing farm  were  established,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  furnish  each  year  two  or  three 
thousand  pedigreed  cockerels  from  good 
layers  to  the  farmers  to  breed  up  the  lay- 
ing qualities  of  their  flocks.  In  a  few 
years  this  would  result  in  a  great  increase 
in  the  egg  yield,  estimated  at  about  a  mil- 
lion dollars  a  year.' 

"  The  reason  given  for  this  move  is  that 
'  it  is  difficult  for  the  farmer  to  select  the 
good  layers  from  the  flock,  as  there  is  no 
known  way  to  pick  them  out  by  shape  or 
form.  Some  of  the  best  looking  hens  are 
poor  layers,  and  vice  versa.  The  only 
way  is  to  use  the  trap  nest  and  keep  a 
record  of  the  number  of  eggs  laid  by  each 
hen  during  the  year.    This  and  the  care 


necessary  in  mating  makes  it  a  difHcult 
work  which  should  be  delegated  to  the 
experiment  station.' 

"Admitting  the  truth  of  their  state- 
ments relative  to  the  difficulties  of  proper 
selection  and  mating  for  increased  egg 
production,  we  cannot  see  any  justifica- 
tion for  the  conclusion  that  the  work  of 
raising  the  breeding  stock  should  be  left 
to  the  station. 

' '  There  is  no  more  reason  for  the  state's 
undertaking  to  sell  poultry  than  there 
would  be  for  its  raising  and  selling  horses 
or  cattle  or  swine  or  sheep,  or  manufac- 
turing and  selling  poultry  food  or  incu- 
bators. 

"The  experiment  stations  have  done 
no  more  to  build  up  heavy  laying  strains 
than  has  been  done  by  many  regularly 
established  breeders;  the  state  cannot 
supply  better  stock,  and  the  state  cannot 
sell  good  stock  at  lower  prices  —  unless 
the  loss  is  made  up  out  of  the  public 
funds. 

"  If  the  breeders  who  are  opposing  the 
sale  of  eggs,  chicks  and  stock  are  right  in 
their  contention  —  and  we  believe  they 
are  —  the  experiment  stations  should  dis- 
continue their  operations  in  this  direction 
at  once. 

"The  matter  should  be  settled  one  way 
or  the  other — and  settled  now.  Then 
the  poultry  breeders  and  the  state  officials 
should  get  together  for  more  effective 
work  for  the  upbuilding  of  this  important 
industry." 


It  is  not  easy  to  settle  sncli  questions 
on  any  general  principle.  In  the  case  of 
such  an  effort  as  that  in  Oregon  to  estab- 
lish a  farm  expressly  for  the  imrpose  of 
selling  eggs  and  breeding  stock  to  farm- 
ers, it  is  likely  that  a  little  opposition 
from  poultrymen  would  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  the  appropriation.  But  there  is  a 
difference  between  a  state  going  into  poul- 
try breeding  as  a  business  in  competition 
with  private  individuals,  and  a  state  in- 
stitution disposing  of  poultry,  eggs,  or 
anything  else  produced  incidentally  in 
the  course  of  educational  and  experimen- 
tal work.  I  do  not  know  the  particulars 
of  the  case  alluded  to  in  the  first  paragraph 
quotecl  above,  but  unless  the  hatching  of 
chicks  is  done  commercially  for  tlie  ex- 
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press  purpose  of  getting  revenue,  I  do  not 
see  how  there  can  be  any  valid  objection 
to  the  statioiiH  dispo.sing  of  them  to  the 
best  advantage. 

Fanciers,  or  breeders  who  sell  breeding 
stock  and  eggs  for  hatching  at  better  than 
market  prices,  are  of  ten  inclined  to  take 
the  position  that  tlie  public  institution 
ought  to  turn  everything  off  for  market. 
That  relieves  them  of  the  state  competi- 
tion. I  do  not  know  that  any  such  case 
had  arisen  in  regard  to  poultry  products, 
but  some  years  ago  the  lo(;al  producers  at 
Amherst,  Mass.,  objected  to  the  products 
of  the  college  farm  gardens,  green  houses, 
etc. ,  being  sold  in  competition  with  theirs, 
and  the  college  had  to  ship  the  greater 
part  of  its  produce  out  of  town.  If  I  am 
correctly  informed  a  change  has  come 
about  and  there  is  now  no  serious  opposi- 
tion to  the  college  products  being  sold  in 
the  local  market.  This  change  was  due 
to  the  facts  that  some  consumers  wanted 
them,  and  the  interests  of  these  consum- 
ers were  entitled  to  consideration,  and 
that  when  it  was  withdrawn  the  producers 
found  that  the  competition  of  the  college 
did  not  hurt  them  as  much  as  they  had 
supposed. 

A  community,  as  a  whole,  is  not  likely 
to  have  much  sympathy  with  restrictions 


for  the  benefit  of  a  class  in  such  cases, 
because  the  public  institution  benefits  the 
commiiiiiCy  in  many  ways,  and  it  is  obvi- 
ously unfair  to  cxj)ect  all  the  bciielits  of 
having  an  institution,  without  any  draw- 
backs. The  poultry  (k'|iarlinciit.H  at  agri- 
cultural colleges  and  experiment  stations 
are  maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poultry  interests  of  the  state,  and,  through 
them,  for  the  henelit  of  all  the  jveople  of 
the  state.  Whatever  bcn(!lit8  they  may 
have  for  the  poultrymen  of  the  state  come 
in  largest  measure  to  those  near  them. 

If  a  state  institution  has  something  that 
would  l)e  of  real  value  to  some  of  those 
who  support  it  — some  of  those  fr)r  whose 
especial  benefit  it  is  operated,  —  why 
not  sell  to  them?  Sup()o.se  the  poultry 
department  at  an  agricultural  (allege  has 
a  half  a  dozen  extra  good  cockerels  that 
it  cannot  use.  Su[)po.se  that  they  are  of 
excepticmal  value  —  so  good  that  it  woulil 
be  a  shame  not  to  place  tliem  where  their 
breeding  value  could  be  realized.  No  one 
would  object  to  the  sale  of  so  small  a 
number.  But  if  there  were  a  hundred 
birds  to  be  dispo.sed  of,  breeders  who 
heard  of  it  would  feel  that  the  sale  of  so 
great  a  number  seriously  iiiterfereil  with 
their  business.  And  if,  as  in  the  Oregon 
case,  it  is  proposed  to  sell  cockerels  by 
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LiceMW 
Chicks 


.Nothing    retards  the 
growth  of  chickens  more 
than  lice.  They  irritate  and 
suck   the   lifehlood  from 
youngfow  l,  mar  their  growth 
and  impair  their  usefulness 
at  maturity. 

Lice  can  be  effectively  checked  by 
the  application  of  Instant  Louse 
Killer  to  the  chicks.  settin>i  nests 
d  roosts  and  in  the  dust  bath. 


an 


is  quick  and  sure 
in  its  action.  It  destroys  all  poultry 
parasites.  Instant  Louse  Killer  kills 
bugs  on  cucumber,  squash  and  melon 
vines,  slugs  on  rose  bushes,  cabbage 
worms,  etc.  Also  kills  lice  on  horses, 
cattle,  ticks  on  sheep. 
Instant  LouseKiller  inbitrsiftintr-lopcans. 
Be  sure  you  see  the  word  '  Instant  on 
the  can  before  you  buy. 

Sold  under  a  written  guarantee. 
1  lb.  25  cts. ;  3  lbs.  60  cts. 
Except  in  Canada  and  extreme  West. 
If  your  dealer  cannot  supply  you,  we  will  for- 
ward 1  lb.  by  mail  or  express,  prepaid,  for  35c. 
Manufactured  by 

DR.  BESS  &  CLARK 
Ashland,  Ohio 


the  thousands  and  eggs  (in  proportion) 
by  the  tens  or  hundreds  of  thousands, 
sotne  breeders  might  feel  that  the  compe- 
tition of  the  stale  institution  was  Ukely  to 
put  them  all  out  of  business. 

But  as  to  the  thousands  and  upwards, 
none  of  those  propositions  have  material- 
ized yet,  and  as  to  the  smaller  numl)er8, 
is  anyone  able  to  show  any  ca.se  where 
the  competition  of  the  state  institution 
did  seriously  harm  any  breeder''  There 
may  be  such  cases.  I  don't  know  of 
them.  Tersonally,  I  have  held  that  the 
state  institution  ought,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  refrain  from  active  competition  with 
Ijreeders.  That  is  the  way  it  looks  to  me 
at  first  glance.  On  the  other  hand,  good 
reasons  may  1)6  given  for  a  state  poultry 
department  doing  business  in  what  sal- 
able produce  it  has  on  just  the  same  foot- 
ing as  an  indindual.  Take  the  case  of 
an  agricultural  college  where  instruction 
in  methods  of  conducting  a  poultry  plant 
is  given.  This  must  include  tlie  selling 
as  well  as  the  breeding  and  growing  of 
birds,  and  why  should  the  selling  not  be 
done  in  a  commercial  way?  It  is  a  fair 
question,  too,  whether  the  distribution  of 
stock  from  a  public  institution  will  not, 
on  the  whole,  benefit  breeders  more  than 
the  competition  hurts  them. 

I  cannot  see  that  th»  numbers  of  salable 


TJie 
Hen  t/iat 
Lays  is  the 
Hen  that  Pays. 
Condition  your 
fowls  and  give  them  the 
laying  instinct  by  supplying 
them  with 


Slieridan*s] 

CONDITION 

Powder 

Costs  little  but  goes  far.  Givss 
vigor  and  health,  tones  the  sys- 
tem, enables  fowls  to  ward 
off  disease. 

Package.  15c.  2  lb  can  75c. 
Forsale  by  all  dealers 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  SCO. 
Boston,  Mtss. 


(SOMETHING'  TO  CROW  ABOUT  ) 


HEN-E-TA 

About       Trl-Calcium  Phosphate 

.Popularly  Called  BONE  ASH 

NO  OTHER      NO  OTHER 
BONE  NEEDED  GRIT  NEEDED 

NO  MORE  BONE  CirrTERS  NEEDED 
N0MOBEBEEr-5CRAP5NEDED 
NOMORE CHARCOAL  NEEDED 
ro.w  ■^---c.i,-.,„.=,»  MOMOREOYSTER-SEEUi NEEDED 
?»te       500  lbs.     -     -  9.00 

Balanced  Ration  Formulas  Free 

If  you  will  give  us  your  dealers 
name  and  address. 

HEN-E-TA  BONE  CO. 

NEWARK.  N  X    OEPT.     E       f  LEMlNaON.  W.V*.  , 


breeding  birds  that  can  be  sent  out  from 
any  public  institution  can  produce  much 
ell'ect  upon  the  supply.  It  takes  a  pretty 
good  sized  liock  of  birds  to  produce  100 
cockerels  that  are  really  valuable  for 
breeding  purposes, — the  kind  that  those 
ill  charge  of  the  flock  can  send  out  with 
cre<lit  to  the  stock.  .Vn  institution  that 
sent  out  a  lot  of  culls  would  soon  find 
little  demand  for  its  birds  at  any  price. 

At  various  times  in  the  past  I  liave  sug- 
gested that  the  experiment  stations  and 
colleges  arrange  for  a  co-operative  pro- 
duction of  the  numerous  varieties  desired 
for  demonstration  purposes.  The  ques- 
tion of  disposing  of  good  surplus  cockerels 
from  the  (iovernment  Farm,  near  Wash- 
ington, to  colleges  and  e.xperiment  stations 
has  been  considered  by  those  in  charge  of 
it,  and  something  may  come  from  that. 
With  such  an  arrangement  as  a  starting 
point,  a  general  scheme  of  exchange  of 
birds  among  public  institutions  might  be 
arranged,  yet  I  do  not  see  how  it  would 
be  practical  to  dispose  of  the  various  sur- 
pluses in  this  way  exclusively.  It  would 
often  be  more  convenient  and  more  satis- 
factory to  buy  from  or  sell  to  outside 
parties.  It  would  not  be  an  easy  matter 
to  arrange  everything  on  an  exchange 
basis ;  the  question  is  too  complicated. 


Incubation  in  1683. 


THIS  town,  named  Philbits,  we 
stayed  two  dales  and  one  night, 
in  which  time  I  went  into  a  house 
where  I  saw  a  very  strange  secret 
of  hatching  Chickens  by  artificial  heat  or 
warmth,  the  like  I  had  seen  before  at 
Grand  Cairo,  but  not  in  such  extraordi- 
nary numbers  or  multitudes  as  here,  the 
manner  whereof  I  will  declare  as  fol- 
loweth.  The  country  people  inhabiting 
about  this  town,  four  or  five  miles  distant 
every  way,  bring  their  eggs  in  apt  car- 
riage for  the  purpose,  upon  asses  or 
camels  to  this  place,  where  there  is  an 
oven  or  furnace  purposely  kept  temper- 
ately warm,  and  the  Master  or  Fumer 
whereof  standeth  ready  at  a  little  door  to 
receive  the  eggs  of  everyone  by  tale;  un- 
less when  the  number  rises  so  high  ( as  to 
ten  camels  loading  or  more)  then  he 
fiUeth  a  measure  by  tale,  and  after  that 
order,  measures  all  the  rest. 

And  I  tell  you  this  for  a  truth,  that  I 
saw  there  received  by  the  furner,  cook, 
or  baker,  in  one  day  by  tale,  and  by 
measure,  the  number  of  thirty-five  or 
forty  thousand  eggs,  and  they  told  me 
that  for  three  dales  space  he  doth  nothing 
but  receive  in  eggs,  and  at  twelve  dales 
and  they  come  again  to  fetch  Chickens, 
sometimes  at  ten  dales,  and  sometimes 
(but  not  very  often)  at  seven  daies,  ac- 
cording as  the  weather  falleth  out.  Per- 
haps some  two  hundred  persons  are 
owners  of  one  raungeful,  some  having 
two  thousand,  some  one;  or  more  or  less 
as  the  quantities  amount  to ;  the  Furner 
noteih  the  names  and  portions  of  every 
bringer,  and  if  he  chance  to  have  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand,  or  two  hundred 
thousand  (as  many  times  it  chanceth  that 
he  liath)  yet  doth  he  mingle  them  to- 
gether, not  respecting  to  whom  they 
severally  belong. 

Then  he  lays  them  one  by  one  upon  his 
Eaunge,  so  near  as  they  can  lye  and  touch 
each  other;  having  first  made  a  bed  for 
them  of  camels'  diuag  burnt;  and  the 
place  whereon  the  ashes  doth  rest  is  of  a 
very  thin  matter  made  of  earth,  but  mixed 
with  the  camels'  dung  in  the  making, 
and  some  pigeons'  dinig  amongst  it:  yet 
herein  consisteth  not  the  secret  only;  for 
there  is  a  concave  or  hollow  place  about 
three  foot  breadth  under  it,  whereon  is 
likewise  spread  another  layer  of  camels' 
dung,  and  under  that  is  the  place  where 
the  fire  is  lighted.  Yet  can  I  not  rightly 
call  it  a  fire,  because  it  appeareth  to  be 
nothing  but  embers ;  for  I  could  not  dis- 
cern it  but  to  be  like  ashes,  yielding  a  tem- 
perate heat  to  the  next  concave,  and  the 
heat  being  resisted  by  the  layer  of  dung 
next  it  (which  dung,  being  greeh  and 
laid  upon  pieces  of  withered  trees,  or 
rather  1  toughs  of  dead  trees)  sends  forth 
an  extraordinary  vapour,  and  that  vapour 
entreth  the  hollow  concave  next  under 
the  eggs,  wherein  pierceth  the  aforesaid 
mixed  earth,  whicli  toucheth  the  ashes 
whereon  the  eggs  are  laid,  and  so  serveth 


as  a  necessary  receptacle  for  all  the  heat 
coming  from  underneath.  This  artificial 
heat  glyding  through  the  embers  whereon 
the  eggs  lye  doth  by  degrees  warm  through 
the  sheels  and  so  infivseth  light  by  the 
same  proportions  of  heat  —  thus  in  seven, 
eight,  nine,  or  sometimes  ten  daies,  life 
succeedeth  by  this  artificial  means.  Now 
when  the  Furner  perceiveth  life  to  appear, 
and  that  the  sheels  begin  to  break,  then 
he  begins  to  gather  them  —  but  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  he  hardly  gathered  three- 
score thousand,  sometimes  not  fifty  thou- 
sand, and  sometimes  (when  the  day  is 
overcast)  not  twenty  thousand;  and  if 
there  chance  any  thunder,  lightning,  or 
rain,  then  of  a  thousand  he  gathers  not 
one;  for  then  they  all  miscarry  and  die. 

And  this  is  to  be  remembered  withal, 
that  be  the  weather  never  so  fair,  the  air 
pure,  clear,  and  everything  as  themselves 
can  desire,  and  let  the  chickens  be  hatched 
in  the  best  manner  that  may  be,  yet  have 
they  either  a  claw  too  much  or  too  little. 
For  sometimes  they  have  five  claws,  some- 
times six,  and  some  but  two  before  and 
one  behind,  and  seldom  very  few  or  any 
in  their  right  shape,  afterwards  when  the 
people  come  to  receive  their  eggs  that  be- 
fore had  brought  them  in,  the  Furner 
gives  to  everyone  proportionately  accord- 
ing as  the  Furnace  yielded,  reserving  for 
himself  a  tenth  for  his  labour.  Thus 
have  you  the  secret  of  hatching  eggs  by 
heat  artificial  in  the  town  of  Philbits  in 
the  land  of  Gozan,  which  I  think  were  it 
vain  to  be  practised  in  England,  because 
the  air  there  is  hardly  teu  daies  together 
clafified,  neither  is  there  any  camels' 
dung,  though  they  have  dung  of  other 
beasts  every  way  as  hot  —  therefore,  when 
the  sun  is  in  Cancer,  Leo,  or  Virgo  you 
may  if  you  please  try  what  may  be  done. 
Perhaps  some  will  think  this  to  be  a  story 
or  fable,  but  to  such  I  answer,  I  can  urge 
their  credence  no  further  than  my  faiih 
and  truth  can  perswade  them,  and  if  they 
will  not  thereon  believe  me  let  them  tnke 
pains  to  make  their  own  eyes  a  witness, 
and  when  they  have  paid  as  dearly  as  I 
have  done  ( for  the  sight  of  this  and  other 
things  cost  me  a  hundred  marks  in  fifty 
daies)  their  judgments  will  be  better  con- 
firmed. 

[Taken  from  a  Ijook  entitled  "Two 
Journeys  to  Jerusalem,"  printed  for  Xath. 
Crouch,  at  his  shop  at  the  Bell,  in  the 
Poultry,  near  Cheapside,  in  l(iS.>.  ]  — 
Feathered  Life  (England). 
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Knocks'Em 
StiffSJifT 


There  isn't  a  ghost  of  a 

show  for  lice  and  mites  on 
hens,  chicks  or  nests  after  a  dust 
with  the  old  reliable  Lambert's  Death 
to  Lice.  It  knocks  'em  stilT  in  a  jiff. 
As  one  of  the  big  successful  poultry- 
men  v/rote  us,  "It  is  impossible  to 
get  along  without  your  louse  killer," 
so  it  is  with  every  user.  There's 
nothing  so  efficient. 

Don't  Experiment 

Follow  the  example  of  the 
leaders — ask  any  successful  poul- 
trvman  which  lice  killer  has  been  the 
standard  for  30  years — which  is 
acknowledged   BEST.    He  wiU  tell 

Get 

LambetVs 


OLD 
RELiaBLE 

DEATH 

TO 

LICE 


because  he 
has  foand 
it  always 
the  BEST. 


Don't  expect  to  make  your  hens 
pay  and  permit  lice  to  worrj-  and  annoy 
them.  The  lice  will  get  the  profit  and 
often  the  hens  and  chicks,  too.  A  few- 
cents  invested  in  Death  to  Lice  will  bring 
dollars  in  profit.  Just  the  thing  for  layers, 
sitters,  and  exhibition  stock.  WiU  not 
injure  eggs,  chicks  or  hens  or  soil  plum- 
age. Get  a  5  oz  .  10c  box  at  dealers  to  try 
(or  send  to  us  direct  if  he  can't  supply 
you).  Other  sizes  25c,  50c  and  SI. 00. 
Lambert's  Latest  copy  of  "POCKET 
BOOK  OF  POINTERS."  a  valuable 
book  for  poultry  raisers.  Mailed  for  2c  stamp. 

O.  K.  STOCK  FOOD  CO. 

506  Traders  BIdg.  Chlcaeo 


TOLMAN 

White  Plym.  Rock 
Baby  Chicks 

AND 

Eggs  for  Hatching. 

"When  you  order  from  TOLMAN  you 
get  the  BEST  at  a  POPULAR  PRICE. 

EGGS  AND  CHICKS  NOW  READY 

Circular  and  Price  List  free. 

JOSEPH  TOLMAM, 

Dep't  D,  Rockland,  Mass. 


BROWN  POULTRY  FENCE 

Coits  No  Mora  Than 

Netting 
ret  will  laat  gie  times  &s 
'lone*  Made  of  extra  heavy 
double  galvanized,  Rttst 
Proof  wires.     No  top  or 
bottom  boards 


and  lc55 
than  halfthe  posts  required 
Chiek  TIgbt-Bottom  trirea 
only  1  laeb  ftpmrt.  %Ve 

have  260 
Lawn  Fcnc 
Wc  can  save  ; 
Send  for  ( 
The  Hrown  J 
ept. 


To  gay,  when  writing  «aY©rtisW8,  "SAW  AD,  IN  FARM-POULTRV,"  will  b§n§flt:you-pI©a«f;tli©m-and  help  us. 
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and 

CHICKS 


AT  REDUCED 
PRICES 

April  and  May  chicks 
make  the  best  winter 
layers,  and  eggs  from 
our  bred-to-lay  stock 
are  only  $10.00  per 
hundred  in  April  and 
S8.00  per  hundred  in 
May.  Can  ship  on 
short  notice.  See 
catalog  for  prices  in 
smaller  and  larger 
quantities. 

Ferris  Imiiroved  White 
Leghoruy  are  In  a  rlasg 
by  themselves;  thev  ^v  111 
Send  a  Postal  today  for  lay  iTBeBKsa  year  ami 
tills  132  paee  Catalog,  are  splendid  exhibition 
birds  with  fine  white 
plumage,  good  heads  and  low .  welt  spread  tails. 
SUMMER  SALE  OF  STOCK  STARTS  MAY  1 
Splendid  bargains  In  stock  otall  grades— thousands 
of  cocks,  cockerels,  pullets  and  hens  direct  from  our 
special  laying  pens  and  from  our  ex  hi  bit  ion  mat  In  gs. 
Have  you  had  your  copy  ot  our  new  KiS  page  cat- 
alog!  If  not,  send  a  postal  today,  for  It  contains  BO 
much  valuable  Information  about  White  l,eghorns 
that  you  cannot  allord  to  be  without  It.   It  Is  abso- 
lutely tree  and  we  will  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 

CEORCE  B.  FERRIS 
Th^erri^yhon^arm^jflNorllU^ 


CHASE'S 

White  Plym.  Rocks 

Farm  Grown  Stock 
and   Bred  to  Lay 

Exhibit!  on  and  Utility 
Eggs  for  Hatching. 

Write  for  Prices. 

W.  D.  CHASE  &  SONS, 

Apponaug,  R.  I. 

YOUNG  CHICKS. 

Pine  Tree  Hatchery, 
The  oldest  in  thiscouu- 
tr.v.  The  plan  of  ship- 
ping day  old  chicks 
oritriiiated  witli  me 
twenty-one  years  ago. 
I  have  hatched  and 
shipped  tliousanUs  of 
chicks  for  years,  before 
others  Isnew  that  such  a 
business  existed.  Send 
tor  booklet  giving 
prices  and  testimonials  of  our  wondei'ful  laying 
strains  of  White,  Bi'own,  Bnff  Leghoi'ns,  Barreti 
Kocks,  White  Wyandottes,  K.  I.  Reds,  Orpingtons,  at 
II)  cents  and  up.  Also  Indian  Kunner  Ducklings. 
Mammoth  Machines  installed. 

JOS.  D.  WILSON,  Stockton,  N.  J. 


15 
30 
60 


ECGS 
cc 


$1.00 
1.75 
3.00 


Two.  Med.  Nest  Eisrss  with  Each  Order. 

Rose  Comb  R.  I.  Reds,  CI,  S.  Ilamhurgs,  S,  C,  R,  I. 
Reds  and  Rose  Comb  Black  Minoicas. 

White,  Silver,  and  Buff  Wyandottes,  Rose  and  S.  C, 
Brown,  Rose  and  S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  Barred 
and  Buff  Rocks;  S.  S.  Hamburgs;  Ancouas;  Cloiden 
Polish;  S.  C.  Black  and  White  Minoicas, 

S.  CBuff  Orpingtons  ami  Houdaus,*!  for  13;  R,  C. 
White  Minoicas,  $1  for       Pekin  Ducks,  $1  for  11, 

Most  ot  our  poultry  la  kept  on  separate  farms, 
therefore  the  eggs  are  fertile  and  the  chicks  strong 
and  rigorous  when  first  hatched.  A  fair  hatch  guar- 
anteed, or  order  duplicated  at  half  price.  Circular 
free.   Twenty-six  years  as  breeders. 

WHITNEY  &  SON,     -    Triangle.  N.  Y. 
Successors  to  Whitney  Bros. 


Planet  Jr 
No.  76  Pivot- 
j  wheel  Riding  CuU 
Itivator,  Plow,  Fur- 
I  rower,  and  Ridger 

lis  a  wonder  in  cultivat-1 
ling  corn,  potatoes,  and 
Isimilar  crops.    Light  in 
'draft,  simple  strong  construction.  Can 
be  fitted  with  discs  and  spring-trip 
standards.    Fully  guaranteed. 


17U'P''C'  An  instructive  64-paga 
'^-I-'*-'  illustrated  catalogue 

Points  the  way  to  better  crops,  and 
describes  55latest  tools  includingone- 
and  two-horse  cultivators,  wheel- 
hoes,  seeders,  harrows,  etc. 
S  L  ALLEN  &  CO 
Boxll07L  Philadelphia 


A  Student's  Views  of  Some  Poultry 

Matters. 


It  seems  hard  to 
misunderstaniting. 
had  an  idea  that 
were  but  poorly 
actual  observation 


EDlTOli  I^iiM  -  Poultry: —I  have 
been  interested  in  poultry  for  tlie 
past  year,  and  am  reading'  such 
literature  on  the  subject  as  I  can 
get  in  the  library.  I  have  just  read  your 
"  J'rinciples  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Cul- 
ture," which  I  notice  lias  been  withdrawn 
some  nineteen  times.  This  book  is  the 
lirst  serious  attempt  I  have  yet  seen  to 
treat  the  subject  comprehensively.  It  is 
diametrically  opposed  to  much  of  the  in- 
formation now  being  disseminated  by  the 
poultry  press. 

understand  this  great 
I  have  for  some  time 
many  of  the  writers 
informed  as  regards 
In  fact,  when  you 
come  to  think  of  it,  the  person  keeping 
poultry  on  a  large  scale  has  many  things 
to  take  up  his  tiuie,  and  I  do  not  believe 
lives  much  with  his  birds. 

Inasmuch  as  I  may  take  up  poultry  as 
a  business,  and,  being  desirous  of  doing 
something  toward  the  sum  total  of  poultry 
knowledge,  I  shall  be  at  some  pains  to 
verify  statements  made  by  you.  It  is  sur- 
prising to  me,  in  a  branch  of  agriculture 
where  so  many  people  are  at  interest,  we 
now  know  so  little  about  the  subject. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  sugges- 
tions from  you  on  matters  calling  for  ob- 
servation, where  even  so  few  as  25  hens 
may  be  the  means  of  corroborating  the 
information  of  others. 

W.  C.  Hunter. 

Roslindale,  Mass. 


With  this  letter,  Mr.  Hunter  included 
the  following  notes  and  queries: 

Mangel  Wurtzels. 

Everthing  considered,  the  opinion  seems 
unanimous  that  they  are  the  best  feed. 
But  they  cannot  be  bought.  I  have  an 
idea  that  many  city  and  suburban  people 
would  buy  them  if  they  knew  where  to 
get  them.  By  calling  attention  (in  F.-P. ) 
to  the  desirability  of  the  feed,  and  asking 
those  interested  to  write  you,  stating  the 
amount  they  could  use,  I  think  the  orders 
could  be  secured  for  somebody,  at  a 
profit,  and  before  they  ever  put  a  seed 
into  the  ground. 

Fertility. 

"  Fertility  cannot  be  determined  with- 
out incubation." 

I  notice  tho.se  gelling  hatching  eggs 
guarantee  ]0U%  fertility.  I  have  a  friend 
in  the  butter  and  egg  business.  He  is 
very  honest  and  claims  he  can  tell  a  fer- 
tile egg.  In  fact,  he  says,  he  tests  each 
year  whatever  eggs  his  brother  sets,  and 
results  have  always  jjroved  the  test.  Fur- 
thermore, he  says  that  he  can  tell  a  musty 
egg,  and  that  few  people  in  the  business 
are  able  to  do  that. 

"  A  beginner  should  make  it  a  rule  to 
sell  no  fancy  stock  for  less  than  double  its 
market  value,  etc." 

That  doesn't  seem  very  clear.  What- 
ever an  article's  selling  value  is,  would 
also  be  its  market  value.  Hence  twice 
the  market  value  is  paradoxical.  Does 
this  mean  twice  its  value  as  dressed  poul- 
try?   At  any  rate  it  is  ambiguous — to  me. 

Oyster  Shell. 

I  have  noticed  that  quantity  consumed 
is  in  proportion  to  egg  yield.  Last  fall 
when  hens  were  not  laying,  the  amount 
of  grit  (shell)  in  the  hopper  stood  at  the 
same  level  for  weeks.  Tliis  month,  with 
pullets  laying  well,  one  quart  of  shell  was 
consumed  in  twelve  days.  This  would 
point  toward  the  hypothesis  that  shell 
serves  another  purpose  than  assisting  the 
gizzard. 

1  have  read  or  heard  of  fowls  dying  on 
long  voyages  supposedly  for  lack  of  grit 
to  grind  the  feed  eaten. 

Hens  are  very  fond  of  a  pile  of  ashes 
in  which  to  scratch,  and  as  you  have  no 
doubt  noticed,  they  eat  numerous  cinders. 
It  may  be  this  is  just  a  change  from  the 
shell,  or  possibly  they  serve  another  pur- 
pose. While  a  hen  is  entirely  lacking  in 
reason,  instinct  seems  to  tell  it  when  it 
rolls  a  piece  of  matter  around  in  its 
mouth  whether  or  not  it  aught  to  swallow 
it. 

Grit. 

I  put  grit  before  my  hens,  and  I  do  not 


believe  they  ate  a  pint  in  six  months. 
The  jiullets,  however,  took  to  it  iiettor, 
and  they. eat  a  little  regularly,  I  think 
by  starting  birds  out  on  certain  things 
they  will  take  to  them,  whereas  it  is 
almost  inijjossible  to  lireak  in  hens  to 
such  innovations.  I  notice  hens,  when 
laying,  eat  a  great  deal  of  oyster  shell 
just  liefore  roosting.  1  jiut  loam  on  the 
ilrdjipings  boards.  In  the  loam  are  many 
small  pebbles.  The  pullets  eat  them  very 
re^gularly  with  considerable  avidity.  They 
also  eat  a  little  of  the  dirt. 

Charcoal. 

My  experience  with  ground  ('harcoal 
was  similar  to  that  of  grits.  Hens  don't 
eat  it  and  pullets  will.  If  I  break  up  a 
pint  of  charcoal  into  pieces  one-fourth  to 
one-half  inch  or  more  cubes  they  eat  it 
with  great  avidity.  Charcoal  goes  through 
a  bird  quickly,  and  the  droppings  will  be 
black  an  hour  or  two  later.  It  seems  to 
be  laxative. 


It 


The  Editor's  Comments. 

is  not  "hard  to  understand 


the 

great  misunderstanding  when  you  know 
.  the  situation.  In  fact,  it  is  then  surpris- 
ing that  tlie  misunderstandings  are  not 
greater.  A  great  deal  of  what  is  written 
for  the  poultry  press  is  written  by  people 
who  are  not  familiar  with  what  they  write 
about.  With  as  many  papers  as  we  have, 
this  is  inevitable,  for  outside  of  the  pro- 
fessional journalists,  most  of  the  writers 
have  not  much  experience  in  poultry 
keeping,  and  know  little  at  first  hand. 
The  poultrymen  who  are  really  compe- 
tent to  write,  usually  have  their  hands 
too  full  of  matters  relating  to  their  busi- 
ness. Then  among  the  competent  per- 
sons who  do  write,  including  the  journal- 
ists, many  things  are  put  down  as  matters 
of  common  knowledge  which  are  not 
verified  by  the  writer. 

What  is  commonly  accepted  as  a  fact  is 
likely  to  be  repeated  without  any  ettbrt  to 
find  out  whether  it  is  really  so  or  not 
until  someone  challenges  it.  A  good 
many  years  ago  someone  appeared  in 
print  with  the  statement  that  "roosters" 
did  not  wallow  and  dust  themselves.  It 
was  surprising  what  a  lot  of  poultrymen 
there  were  who,  when  the  question  was 
raised,  were  not  prepared  to  aliirra  one 
way  or  the  other.  Many  would  say :  "I 
always  supposed  that  they  did,  but  —  I 
wouldn't  swear  to  it." 

The  suggestion  as  to  selling  mangels 
assumes  that  the  editor  could  do  a  broker- 
age business  through  the  paper.  For  if 
he  can  act  as  a  go  between  for  those  who 
would  use  and  tliose  who  produce  man- 
gels, he  could  do  it  for  every  other 
product.  The  paper  is  a  medium  to 
bring  together  buyers  and  sellers,  but  not 
through  theeditoror  by  giving gratuilious 
notices.  For  what  we  do  we  must  at 
least  try  to  secure  compensation,  and  by 
a  uniform  method.  AVould  it  pay  a  man 
to  advertise  that  he  would  supply  man- 
gels? I  doulit  it.  They  are  too  bulky  to 
ship  long  distances  in  small  lots.  The 
only  way  practical  is  for  a  man  who  has 
a  supply  in  the  fall  to  advertise  locally. 

With  all  due  regard  for  the  reputation 
of  the  man  who  can  tell  fertile  eggs,  1 
am  skeptical.  There  are  some  times  of 
the  year  when  nearly  all  eggs  are  fertile. 
To  have  the  eggs  selected  as  fertile  show 
as  anticipated  is  only  half  the  test.  Ob- 
servation should  be  made  also  on  those 
pronounced  infertile.  Many  persons  have 
claimed  to  be  able  to  detect  I'ertility,  but 
none  have  ever  made  good  in  a  real  show 
down. 

The  "market  value"  of  poultry  and 
eggs,  as  the  term  is  commonly  used  by 
poultrymen,  means  the  value  for  table 
use — when  sold  in  the  market. 

Shell  and  digestible  grits  furnish  min- 
eral matter  which  is  assimilated.  A  re- 
port of  fowls  dying  for  lack  of  grit  is  of 
no  value  unless  the  observation  is  made 
by  one  thoroughly  competent  to  judge. 


Mrs.   A.  —  Eggs  are  such  a  price. 
Mercy !   When  I  see  the  card  on  the  fresh 
ones  I  have  to  hold  my  breath. 
Mrs.  B.— Well,  if  you  bought  the  cheap 
(1  have  to  hold  your  nose.— Ex. 


Buff  Cochin  Bantams. 

lilnr  ribbon  winners  for  generations.  Mani  lu  Kter, 
N.  II.,  l!il:i,  rntrlea.  scored  Hi  to  '.i.'i'.:  each,  ideal 
pets  foi'  ehlldien.  t'liolce  scored  and  nnscored 
breeders  for  sale:  ulsoegers  In  season. 

Mrs.  (  HAS.  .V.  I>.\  VIS,  (ioltxtown,  N.  H. 


Nathan  Crowe!! 

White  Wyandottes. 

KGti.S,  $1         I,-,:  $(i  |MT  100:  7.-,  :,  f.-itility. 
CU<»\VKH,TON,  Kant  UenniH,  Mush, 


SAVE  YOUR  CHICKS! 

Poullrynien!  Donlile  your  prodtMl  Let  our  f  reo 
booklet  show  yon  how  In  cure  and  prevent  white 
dlan  hea  In  IncubaUir  and  newly  hatched  chleku. 
Write  today. 

SUCCKS.S  UKMKDY  CO..  Itlevins,  Ark. 


Crown  Boite  Cutter 


II'  iis  Ii.'l  cm  cr-  '  ii  l'"Iir 
Mi.ir.-  c^-irs.         t  i,  Cr.jvi  ri  1 
Cuu.  r.  S.  |iclti.(ii,vforc:il!ilo 

WILSON  BSOS.,  80X817,  Easton,  Pa, 


BEST  AVADB 
Lowest'.; 
in- Price 


Wonder  Strain  of 

Columbian  Wyandottes 

Mating  Circular. 
.J.  K.  I'KUKINS,  West  Stouehtoii.  Mass. 


Living  Egg-  Machines. 

Wlnnorfl  ;it  IJohIoii,  I'j-DVlticncf.  \N'oonHocket.  Sevi-n 
blue  ribbonsatlhri'c  shows.  .SllvurCainiilnes,  While 
Indian  Kunner  Ducks,  Fawn  I.  li.  Ducks.  Circular. 

piiAiuiK  jncM.  l•<)U^/^I^Y  fakm, 

.JOHN  N.  and  E.  N.  KMODICS, 
R.  F.  D.  No.  1,  AVest  Wreiitliaiii,  M.ass, 


NIOFFITT'S 

Perfection  Ideal  AInnilnunt 
Les  Uand— 12  forr^e.:  25  for 
2(lc.;  50  for  411c.:  I(K)  for  efic. 
State  variety  bands  are  (or. 
Send  two  cents  for  sample. 
For  Poultry  and  Piceons. 
J.  Moffitt,  Soutbbrldge,  Mass 


Wilson's  White  Rocics. 

Heavy  layiutr  strain,  h.'n'dy,  vii^oroas  birds.  I'^ree 
rant^e,  open'  front  colony  house  stt)i'k.    Stroutr  in 
.Standard  re<inirements.    Kkks,      per  100.   Day  old 
chicks,  $15  per  KXl.   .Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
H.  A.  WILSON,  Uollis,  X.  H. 


R  AT  S  D  E  AT  H 

Clears  rats  and  mire  like  jiiaKie:  drives  them  out  to 
(lie:  leaves  no  smell  from  de.'id  ones:  money  back 
it  it  falls  to  wfuk.  riiee  25  cents,  sent  by  express. 
Agents  wauled. 

JOSEPH  DEMENKOW,  Whitman.  Mass. 


35  VARIETIES. 

Cliickeus,  Ducks,  Geese,  Turkeys.  Fine 
stock,  eggs  and  chicks  reasonable.  I5ig 
illustrated  circular  free  to  you.  Send  your 
name  now.   .JOHN  10.  IIKAT\V»»I>E, 
Box  X.  Harrisonbiirjf,  Va. 


it 


Bdeal"  Trap  Nests 

are  practical  for  YOU.   Circulars  free. 
FRANK  WELF.COME,  Yarmouth,  Maine. 


Money  inSguabs^ 


Learn  this  immensely  rich  business 
we  teach  you;  easy  work  al  home;  [ 
everybody  succeeds.  Start  with  our 
Jumbo  Homer  Pigeons  and  your  success  is  assured. 
Send  for  large  Illustrated  Book.  Providence 
Squab  Company,     Providence.  Rhode  Island. 


HARKUsS  TO  POUtTFtrDpHESTlC  ANIMALS  AND  .MAN 


To  say,  when  writins  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FARM 


ones  you  d 

'POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  tbem— and  help  us. 


1  06 


Farm-Poultry 


APRIL 


Chichi 


At  this  time,  when  millions 
and  milUons  of  little  chicks, 
turkeys  and  ducks  will  be 
incubated  into  the  world,  every 
available  human  agency  will 
beemployed  tocombatthedeadly 
influences  of  Gapes,  Cholera, 
Roup  and  hundreds  of  otherfatai 
poultry  diseases.  Success  depends 
upon  your  ability  to  conquer  these 
diseases.  Dr. Mess(M.U.,D.  V.S.), 
justtwenty  years  ago,  was  puzzling 
over  this  same  proposition  and  the 

Erescription  shown  herewith  is 
is  solution.   It  represents 


and  no  one  can  dispute  the  absolute, 
positive  value  of  the  remedy  for 
the  above-named  poultry  diseases, 
because  the  best  authority  on  earth 
recommends   them.    Don't  lose 
your  flock  after.it  arrives— insure 
and  protect  the  lives  of  your  little 
chicks  with  Poultry  Pan-a-ce-a. 
1  y,  lbs.  25c  (mail  or  express  40c) ; 
5  lbs.  GOc;  12  lbs.  $1.23;  25-lb. 
pail  $2.50.  Except  in  Canada  and 
the  extreme  West.    Write  for 
Dr.  Hess  Poultry  Book,  Free. 

DR.  HESS  &  CLARK 
Asbland,  Ohio 


Coop  and  Yard  tor  Hen  and  Chickens,  $2. 

SIZE  60  X  21  X  21  INCHES. 


6  tt.  X  8  It.  Portable  House,  $15.00. 

Portable  ami  Colony  liouses.Oat  Sproutei-s.  Shipping 
anil  rraliiiiisi  Coops,  Trap  Ni-sls.  drain  Chests,  etc. 

Write  lor  free  cln  ular  sliowiiit;  JO  different  cuts. 
E.  C.  YOUNt;  H«).\  CO.,  l{;iudol|>h,  Mass. 


A^o  Guess 

Work 

With  a 


The  Thermometer 
That  Tells  The  Truth." 

You  are  entitled  to  one  in  your  incu- 
ator — when  you  buy  a  new  machine 
specify  **  furnished  with  a  Tyca^ 
Incubator  Thermometer.  " 
You  save  money  by  buying  it  right  in  the 
first  place.  Send  for  free  booklet,  "Incuba- 
tor Thermometer  Facts."  "  TYCOS  "  In- 
cubator Thermometers,  each,  75  cents; 
Hyg;rometers,  each,  $1.50. 

TAYLOR  INSTRUMENT  COMPANIES,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


American  Poultry  Association  Notes. 


American  Poultry  Association 
Annual  Election,  1913. 

Nominations. 

Statement  sliowin;;  ilie  five  candidates 
for  eacli  ottice,  receiving  the  liigliest  num- 
Ijer  of  voles;  and  the  iinniber  of  votes 
cast  for  each  nominee  for  all  offices  of  the 
association. 

PRESinENT. 

E.  E.  Richards,  Cedar  Kapids,  la.,  554 

Reese  \'.  Hicks,  Ti)|)t'ka,  Kan.,  H18 

E.  B.  ThoiiJ|ison  .Aiiienia,  N.  Y.,  213 
Henry  Steiniiiesch,  St.  Lonis,  Mo.,  64 
C.  L).  Cleveland,  Eatontown,  N.  J.  45 

EiKST  Vice- President. 

Jos.  Russell,  Toronto,  Ont.,  304 

S.  J.  Hopper,  Dallas,  Tex.,  271 

W.  C.  Clecklej  ,  Augusta,  Ga.,  62 

C.  D.  Cleveland,  Eatontown,  N.  J.,  35 

U.  R.  Fiahel,  Hope,  Ind.,  26 

Second  Vice-President 

W.  C.  Cleckley,  Augusta,  Ga.,  372 

John  A.  Murkin,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  37 

S.  J.  Hopper,  Dallas,  Tex.,  36 

L.  L.  Haggin,  l^exington,  Ky.,  33 

L.  B.  Audigier,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  20 
Secret.m{y. 

S.  T.  Campbell,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  1238 

John  A.  Murkin,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  195 

Theo,  S.  McCoy,  Springfield,  111.,  11 

H.  B.  Hark,  Glendale,  Ohio,  2 

S.  A.  Merkley,  Buflalo,  N.  Y.,  2 

Executive  Board. 

W.  C.  Denny,  Buflalo,  N.  Y.,  821 

C.  D,  Cleveland,  Eatontown,  N.  J,,  663 

U.  R,  Fishel,  Hope,  Ind.,  608 

T,  E.  Quiseii berry,  Mt.  Grove,  Mo.,  482 

S.  A.  Merkley,  Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  193 

A.  A.  Peters,  Denver,  Colo.,  132 

S.  J.  Hopper,  Dallas,  Tex.,  Ill 

Robt.  Seaman,  Jericho,  N.  Y.,  Ill 

G.  M.  Curtis,  Buflalo,  N.  Y.,  83 

Richard  Oke,  London,  Ont.,  77 

F.  A.  Kummer,  Butler,  Pa,,  59 
A,  E.  Martz,  Arcadia,  Ind.,  37 
Lewis  G.  Heller,  Bridgeton,  N.  Y.,  34 
J.  M.  Parker,  Creston,  Mont.,  21 
L.  P.  Ludden,  Lincoln,  Neb,,  18 

Pl.\ce  of  38th  Annual  Meeting. 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  537 

Detroit,  Mich.,  376 

Chicago,  111.,  118 

Boston,  Mass,,  17 

Buflalo,  N,  Y,,  16 
Time  of  Holding  38th  Annual  Meeting. 

Second  week  of  August,  565 

Third  week  of  August,  89 

First  week  of  August,  71 

First  week  of  September,  42 

Fourth  week  of  August  35 

O.  L.  McCoRD,  Election  Commissioner. 

Danville,  Illinois, 


The  report  of  the  election  commissioner 
is  a  brief  document,  but  highly  interesting 
to  many  besides  the  candidates.  The 
vote  on  president  is  particularly  interest- 
ing because  this  is  the  first  time  that 
there  has  been  anything  resembling  a 
contest  for  that  ofiice.  Since  the  reor- 
ganization it  has  been  the  rule  tliat  the 
candidate  who  led  early  in  the  campaign 
has  hati  very  little  opposition  in  the  nom- 
inating ballot  and  practically  none  on  the 
final  ballot.  As  stated  in  previous  issues 
of  this  paper,  until  December  there  did 
not  appear  to  be  any  definite  opposition 
to  Richards.  Then  the  Thompson  candi- 
dacy was  launched.  Next  it  was  said 
that  Richards  had  withdrawn.  Then  that 
lie  had  not,  ^Ir.  Ricliards  gets  a  large 
vote,  large  enough  to  indicate  that  he  will 
probably  win  on  the  final  ballot.  But  as 
lie  gets  less  than  half  of  the  votes  received 
liy  the  five  highest  candidates,  an  aggres- 
sive campaign  for  Thompson  might  make 
a  very  close  vote. 

The  man  who  can  do  most  to  infiuence 
the  vote  for  president  at  this  juncture  is 
jiresident  Hicks,  Although  he  has  an- 
nounced again  and  again  that  he  would 
not  be  a  candidate,  313  loyal  Hicksites 
refused  to  take  him  at  his  word.  Now  if 
he  indicates  a  strong  preference  for  one 
of  the  other  candidates,  that  should  be 
good  for  some  hundreds  of  votes  for  that 


candidate.  In  a  lew  words  (apparently ) 
he  can,  by  declaring  for  Richards,  make 
Richanla'  election  certain ;  or  by  declar- 
ing for  ThoiiipS'in,  make  tlie  latter's  elec- 
tion possible.  It  is  a  beautiful  situation 
as  it  stanils. 


The  vote  for  first  vice-president  indi- 
cates the  election  of  Joseph  Russell  of 
Canada.  Mr.  Hopper  had  announced 
that  he  was  not  a  camlidate  for  this  otfice 
but  would  like  to  he  elected  to  the  execu- 
tive board.  It  does  not  look  like  he  had 
a  chance  for  either.  Dr.  Cleckley  is  sure 
of  a  re-election  as  second  vice-president. 
Secretary  Campbell  will  have  a  walk  over 
for  re-election.  Mr.  Denny's  large  vote 
and  Mr.  Curtis'  small  vote  furnisli  the 
conundrum  in  the  returns.  Why  this 
thusness?  In  every  other  oHice  the  ten- 
dency to  roll  up  a  large  vote  for  an  in- 
cumbent, although  he  had  announced 
that  he  did  not  want  a  re-election,  is  pro- 
nounced ;  but  the  voters  make  an  excep- 
tion in  the  case  of  Mr.  Curtis  and  at  the 
same  time  Mr.  Denny,  who  is  in  Mr. 
Curtis'  employ  and  wants  to  succeed  him 
in  office,  gets  the  biggest  vote  but  one. 
There  must  be  a  great  deal  more  mental 
telepathy  in  this  mail  election  business 
than  is  dreamed  of  in  the  philosophy  of 
common  A,  P.  A,  politicians. 

Looks  like  Atlantic  City  for  1  he  place  of 
meeting.  Why  do  people  vote  for  Boston, 
Buflalo  and  Chicago?  Buflalo  has  had 
all  the  meetings  it  is  entitled  to  for  some 
time  to  come.  Boston  doesn't  want  the 
meeting.  If  the  A.  P.  A.,  unsolicited, 
should  vote  to  meet  in  Boston,  I'm  afraid 
they'd  have  to  send  an  advance  guard 
from  somewhere  else  to  make  prepara- 
tions to  receive  them.  The  unexpected 
honor  might  rouse  the  spirit  of  hospi- 
tality, but  I  would  not  dare  to  predict 
that  it  would.  Those  who  voted  for  Chi- 
cago hurt  Detroit  by  doing  so.  The 
Chicago  votes  for  Detroit  would  have 
made  Atlantic  City's  lead  over  Detroit  so 
small  that  the  western  members,  who 
want  to  vote  for  a  winner,  would  have 
leaned  strongly  toward  Detroit.  So  while 
it  looks  like  Atlantic  City,  the  situation  is 
one  where  over-confidence  on  the  part  of 
those  working  for  Atlantic  City,  or  the 
inditierence  of  voters,  might  give  another 
result. 


Dr.  P.  T,  Woods  appears  to  be  greatly 
perturbed  over  the  attitude  of  the  ^Mass- 
achusetts Branch  in  declining  to  recognize 
the  authority  of  the  secretary  of  the  A,  P. 
A.  to  attach  a  member  to  a  branch  with- 
out any  action  whatever  upon  the  part  of 
the  branch,  »nd  without  paying  to  the 
branch  its  due  proportion  of  the  member- 
ship fee.  The  latter  is  the  most  impor- 
tant item.  In  fact,  it  is  the  essential 
thing,  for  a  branch  is  almost  entirely 
dependent  upon  its  share  of  the  member- 
ship fee  for  its  income.  Dr.  AVoods  is 
concerned  for  his  own  status.  He  joinetl 
while  living  in  Massachusetts  in  1909, 
moved  to  New  York,  lived  there  for  some- 
thing over  a  year,  and  then  returned  to 
Massachusetts,  Now  he  says  the  attitude 
of  the  branch  toward  iSIr,  Whitney  made 
him  wonder  where  he  stood  —  and  he 
wrote  to  Secretary  Campbell  for  an  au- 
thoritative statement. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Massachusetts  Branch 
has  always  recognized  him  as  a  member, 
I'm  surprised  that  Dr.  Woods  should 
suppose  that  his  standing  was  in  doubt. 
But  when  a  doubt  arose  in  his  mind,  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  little  reflection  should 
have  showeil  him  that  on  the  very  grounds 
upon  which  theg  Massachusetts  Branch 
declined  to  recognize  Mr,  Whitney,  the 
question  of  Dr.  Woods'  standing  w;is  not 
in  doubt.  He  joined  from  Massachusetts. 
The  Massachusetts  Branch  received  its 
share  of  his  fee.  His  residence  in  New 
York  did  not  alter  his  standing  in  the 
branch.  If  he  had  been  at  the  meeting 
which  wonki  not  recognize  ^Ir,  Whitney 
he  would  have  known  that  the  branch 
takes  the  position  that  the  point  is  one  to 
be  determined  by  action  of  the  association 
and  not  by  a  ruling  of  either  the  president 
or  the  secretary.    If  the  association  passed 


Two  for 

25<|i  i 

Delivered 

Usual  price  25c  each 

but  we  offer  two  for  25c  as  a 
special  inducement  to  get 
you  acquainted  with 

PURINA 

CHICKEN  CHOWDER 

—a  dry  mash  composed  of  al- 
falfa, corn  meal,  bran,  middlings, 
granulated  meat.linseed  meal  and 
charcoal,  the  great  egg  mash  and 

GROWING  FEED 

for  baby  chicks.  Purina  Chicken 
Chowder  produces  tender  and 
plump-broilers  atan  early  age  and 
advances  the  egg 
laying  period 
from  2  to  5  weeks. 
Clip  Col. Purina's 
head  from  a  bag 
of  Purina  Chick- 
en Chowder  and 
send  it  to  us.with 
25  c,  and  we'll 
ship  you  the  ivoo 
metal  drinking 
fountains,  de- 
livered ^ret. 

Purina  Poultry  Feeds  are  sold  by  the 
leading  dealers  and  grocers.  If  your 
grocer  cannot  supply  you,  ask  him  to 
order  a  supply  including  Purina  Chicken 
Chowder  from  his  jobber. 

Poultry  book  free! 

For  your  dealer's  name 
1  will  send  j'ou  this  48- 
page  Poultry  Book,  con- 
taining plans  of  houses, 
breeding  and  feeding 
charts,  space  for  daily 
egg  records,  cures  of 
diseases,  etc.,  and  full 
instructions  on  how  to 
successfully  raise  baby 
chicks.    Write  today. 

Col.  Purina,  Purina  Mills, 
813  Soath  Eighth  St.,  St.  Loni* 


Patented  .luly  25.  1899, 

You  Can  Ship  Eggs  With  Perfect 
Safety  in  the  — — 

HOUGHTON  EGG  CARRIERS 

They  are  aoknowiedfjeil  to  be  tin-  l!est  anJ 
Safest  Kse  Carriers  made,  jMai  ufatluii'd 
In  seven  sizes.  If  your  dealer  do(  >  not  have 
them  send  your  order  to  us. 

Booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  n  quest. 
Wire  EsK  Carrier  Co.,  Stoi>eh;.in.  Mass. 


EVERY  LOUSY  HEN 

Is  losing  real  money  tor  you.  Kvei  y  egg  you 
don't  get  Is  so  much  money  lost.  Stoi>  that 
leabi  Hens  toraiented  with  lice  citn't  Le  ex- 
pected to  lay  eggs.  You  ran  keep  your  lien 
house  free  from  lice  with  one  api>lication  a 
year,  and  Circular  fii  tells  yoo  how.  Sent 
Free.   Write  us  today. 

Carbolinenin  Wood  Preservinsr  Co., 
18S  Franklin  Street,  New  York.  N.  Y. 


To  8sy,  whea  wrltlne  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  wUI  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 
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pARnPoui^rRY 


IVe  Want  to  Send  You 

Poultry 

Book 


The  Most  Practical,  Helpful  Book 
on   Poultry  Raisir)g  Published 

A  book  used  as  a  text  book 
bv  lead  1 11  K  AiJilciiUiiral 
Collceps.    A  book  iiouluy  experts  say  Is  lUe 
best  pitbllshod    A  book  full  ol  good  tbiugs  tor 
loners  or  exporleiii^ed  poultryiiieu. 

J20  Pafies  FREE— Postpaid 

It  is  lull  of  iiiriirination  {jleaiied  from  tlie 
siiod  ssrul  experioiRos  of  the  world's  most 
proiuiiii  ii t  puiiltrymiMi 

ill  adililioii  llii  re  are  articles  on  the  Possi- 
l)llitks  of  poultry  riiisiiiK  on  the  ordinary 
farm— ^vlli^■ll  breeds  are  best — money-making 
methoils  of  raising  dueks — liow  to  feed — breed 
— rear  —market  and  liatehona  money-making 
scale.  Cuiitains  scores  of  letters  from  lea'iing 
pouli  ^^  men  telliiif;  liow  tliey  liave  succeeded 
— their  secrets  of  success.  No  book  like  it.  No 
book  contains  so  iiianyarticlesofactual,  prac- 
tical, successful  poultry  raising  experiences. 

Write  Your  Name  on  a  Postal 

m  ill  it  today  and  insure  getting  acopy  before 
the  edition  is  exliausted. 

Descril>es  the  1913  Sand  Tray  Prairie  State 
Inculiators,  Universal  Hovers,  Colony  Houses, 
etc.,  u  liicli  are  revelations  in  artificial  incu- 
b  ilioii  machinery.  Be  sure  to  write  for  book 
today.    l''rct — prepaid.  [23J 

PK.41R1K  STATE  INCUBATOR  CO. 
479  Main  Street  Homer  City,  Pa. 


PRAIRIE  STATE  INCUBATORS 

WRITE  TO 

JOS.  BRECK  &  SONS, 

4T  to  ."•■I  >iort1\  .llarket  St.,  Boston,  3Iass. 

Tliey  are  New  Huirlaiid  pelliiin  agents,  show  a  full 
line  of  tlie  fi  ai l  ie  .Slate  INCUBATORS  aiul  BROOD- 
EKS,  and  will  mail  catalogue  i'KKE  and  quote 
fai'tory  prices. 


WHITEWASHING 

and  'iisiiilecting  with  the  new 

"Kant-Klog" 

Sprayer 

gives  twice  the  results  with 
same  labor  and  fluid.    Also  (or 
spraying  trees,  vines,  vegetables, 
ttc.  A^eotH  Wanted.  Boukletfree, 
Rochester  Spray  Pump  Co. 
199  B roadway,   KoclieBter.  N.  Y 


Buff  Wyandottes- 

Brockton  Strain.  Solid  Buff. 

FIVE    PENS  MATED  FOR  1913. 
EGGS,  $4  00  A  SETTING. 

QOSTON        Sprin^'field,  Maiden, 
Bro4*k(on,  Proviilenee. 
WINNERS      KtJtiS  l-OR  HATCHING 

J;\  U.  W  I LLIS,  ifi.")  Belmont  St.,  Bi-ocktou,  Mass. 


COOK  YOUR  FEED  and  SAVE 
Half  the  Cost— with  the 

PROFIT  FARM  BOILER 


Witti  Uaiuping  Caldron.  Empties 
its  kettleinone  minute.  TlieBimpleat 
and  best  arrangement  for  cookina 
food  for  stock.  Also  make  Dairy  and 
Laundry  Stoves,  Water  and 
Steam  Jarket  Kettles,  Ho^ 
Scalders,  Caldrons.etc.  It^Sead 
lor  particulars  aadaskfor  oirculat  J  > 

D.  B.  Sperry  &  Co.,  Bataviaf  111. 

BRECK  &  SONS,  Asts..  IJostoii,  Mass. 


JOS, 


Buff  Rocks 

Winners  tliisseason  stateouj).  i'irst  great  Hagers- 
tonn  t'.iir.  i''ir9t  and  ehaniplon  female.  Specials 
shape  and  r<ilor  at  Providence.  Silver  cup  at  New 
L>iidoii.  Third  ccx'kerel  (and  special)  at  Boston. 
Two  choice  matiugs  only.  Standard  weight,  even 
color,  clean  ljulf . 

KOO.S,  $:{  per  15,  straigrlit.  Circular. 
PAUL  W.  NOVKS,  L.B.273,  New  London,  Ct. 

Greider's  Fine  Catalogue 

and  calendar  of  fine,  pure  bred  poultry  fur  191.3. 
This  book  emit  a  ins  many  paces  of  poultry  fuels.  70 
'litterent  varieties,  some  shown  iu  natural  colors, 
all  illustrated  and  described.  Tells  how  to  make  hens 
lay,  raise  anil  care  for  them,  all  about  the  Famous 
Greider  Incubators  and  Brooders.  Shows  photo  of 
the  largest  poultry  farm  in  Peon.  Prices  of  breed- 
ingstocb  and  eggs  for  hatching,  andsupplies  with- 
in  reach  of  all.  A  perfect  guide  to  all  poultry 
raisers.   Send  lOo  for  this  Doted  book  on  poultry 


loi^i-shitioii  in  line  with  the  niliiifijs,  the 
liraiicii  ai^cepia  that  as  aiuliorilalive. 
.It 

A.s  far  as  any  action  i)f  (he  as-'Jocialinn 
estalilislu's  a  iircffiU-nt  for  a  ca.uc  hkc 
tiiis,  tlie  pdsilidn  of  tiie  .MassachiiHCitH 
lirancii  follow.s  the  prcci'dciil  of  lh(;  asso- 
ciation. When  liie  .Miii-VVcfJt  iiianch, 
coiii|)iisint<  live  slates,  I  think  il  was, 
(iiifrinally  was  liividcd,  or  tliviilcd  itself, 
the  fnnda  in  tiie  treasury  were  divided,  a 
ciiiiunittee  bein<;  apjiointed  to  decide  the 
l)r(i])er  share  of  eacii.  Tliat  rule  should 
obtain  wiieliierall  the  menihers  in  a  slate 
liraneii  leave,  or  one  nieiiilier.  When  a 
nieniher  transfers  liiiiiself  from  one  hraneh 
to  another  a  siiilahle  part  of  his  fee  shonltl 
also  he  Iransferretl  in  tliio  form.  The 
|)Osition  taken  hy  the  secretary  is  that 
this  is  niuu^cessary  hecaiise,  on  the  whole, 
transfers  of  luemhers  will  ht;  ahont  e<|nal, 
and  one  will  oli'set  another.  That  is  not 
a  bnsiness-like  view  of  the  situation. 
I'erhaps  that  makes  it  more  appropriate 
in  A.  F.  A.  all'airs.  Another  point  of 
some  interest  in  this  connection  U  the 
cost  to  a  branch  of  carrying  the  members 
who  joined  before  braiuthes  were  organ- 
ized and  the  rebate  system  adopted.  In 
the  New  York  Branch  these  constitute 
nearly  one-tliird  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers.   There  are  110  of  tliem. 

Last  month  I  suggested  that  the  money 
spent  l)y  the  as.sociation  in  the  mail  elec- 
tion wouUl  be  used  to  better  advantage 
if  given  to  educate  some  bright,  young 
poultry  student.  The  association  Bulletin 
for  March,  just  received,  gives  a  state- 
ment of  the  cost  of  printing  and  mailing 
the  proceedings.  The  total  cost  of  4,500 
copies,  of  which  4,400  had  been  mailed, 
was  11,281.23.  Assuming  that  the  sten- 
ographic report  cost  the  same  as  in  tlie 
preceding  year,  the  total  cost  of  the  pro- 
ceedings is  nearly  $1,800.  That  is  about 
40  cents  per  member.  The  cost  of  the 
election  is  about  10  cents  per  member; 
the  cost  of  the  bulletins  about  the  same. 
That  makes  about  GO  cents  per  year  per 
member  for  the  relations  between  the  in- 
dividual member  and  the  association.  If 
the  association  gets $5  from  a  member  that 
pays  this  expense  for,  say  (to  l)e  liberal) 
ten  years.  When  it  gets  $3.50  that  pays 
for  seven  years.  But  what's  the  odds? 
Can't  the  price  of  Standards  be  boosted 
whenever  necessary? 

W.  Theo.  Wittman,  chairman  of  the 
lecture  bureau,  says  in  the  Bulletin  that 
the  A.  P.  A.  lecturer's  license  now  means 
nothing.  He  also  says,  in  big  l)lack  type, 
that :  ' '  Tlie  lecture  Bureau  Committee 
to  date  has  been  afraid  to  tackle  the  job 
of  revising  and  enlarging  the  present  list 
of  licensetl  lecturers,"  but  will  present  a 
plan  for  doing  so  at  the  next  annual  con- 
vention. His  idea  is  that  the  A.  P.  A. 
bureau  shall  furnish  the  various  state  in- 
stitutions with  the  names  of  such  persons 
as  it  approves.  It  seems  to  me  that  these 
institutions  are  better  able  to  pass  on  the 
qualifications  of  lecturers  than  a  general 
committee  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  that, 
therefore,  if  there  is  to  be  an  A.  P.  A.  list 
of  lectures  the  way  to  make  it  would  lie 
for  the  A.  P.  A.  to  accept  the  lists  which 
they  make. 

But  what  occasion  is  there  for  the  A.  P. 
A.  to  license  lecturers  anyway?  Mr. 
Wittman  thinks  that  inasmuch  as  the 
A.  P.  A.  has  not  funds  to  put  lecturers  in 
the  field,  "A  much  better  way,  and  a 
more  feasible  way,  would  be  for  the  Amer- 
ican Poultry  Association  to  vote  yearly, 
say,  $500  or  $1 ,000  to  the  Lecture  Bureau 
Committee  for  the  distinct  purpose  of 
getting  the  various  states  to  put  more  and 
better  poultry  lecturers  in  the  field." 

Why  should  the  A.  P.  A.  concern  itself 
about  this  at  all?  The  states  ai-e  not  only 
not  looking  to  the  A.  P.  A.  for  guidance 
in  this,  but  in  Mr.  AVittman's  own  state 
of  Pennsylvania  the  poultrymen  had  to 
organize  an  association  not  comvdcd  with 
llir  A.  P.  A.  to  go  before  their  legislature 
to  present  the  claims  of  tlie  poulty  inter- 
ests, and  Mr.  Wittman  was  one  of  the 
chief  organizers. 


B.  H.  GREIDER. 


Box  101.  Rbeemsi  Pa. 

To  say,  when  writing  advertisers, 


Mother  Goose. 

"  I  should  like  to  see  a  nice  fat  goose," 
said  a  customer  entering  the  shop. 

"  Yes  sir,"  replied  the  boy.  "  Mother 
will  be  down  directly." — Woman's  Home 
Companion. 


Mr.  E.  B.  Thompson  a  Candidate 
for  President  of  tlie  American 
l*()ultry  Association. 


liil:;. 

Poultry 

frieiidH 
I  have 


.Amenia,  N.  Y.,  March  15, 
To  the  Memliers  of  t\w  American 
Association ; 

At  the  rei|iiest  f)f  breeders  and 
from  every  section  of  the  country 
liiially  consented  to  accept  the  noiiiina- 
lion  as  a  caiKlidale  I'or  president  of  the 
.\merican  I'onltry  Association. 

I  ilo  not  crave  fir  ollict^,  hut  I  do  feel 
that  thert^  are  tinit^s  when  one  must  con- 
sider the  wisht^s  an<l  tin?  general  welfare! 
of  breeders  and  the  industry  at  large 
ahov(!  their  own  personal  desires,  ami 
how  willingly  to  the  demands  made  upon 
them. 

If  elected  I  will  owe  the;  odice  to  the 
members  of  the  as.sociation.  1  have  made 
no  promises,  and  do  not  intend  to  make 
any  beyond  these,  viz:  That  I  will  as- 
sume oUice  ami  give  it  my  every  atten- 
tion, ami  all  the  time  i-equired  for  its 
proper  fulfillment.  That  all  matters  for 
my  consideration  will  receive  iin|)artial 
and  just  action  as  I  see  and  understand 
them.  That  I  will  freely  use  every  power 
given  me  to  properly  fnlKIl  njy  duties, 
and  will  labor  unceasingly  for  the  welfare 
and  general  suttcess  of  the  great  poultry 
intei'ests  and  the  American  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation. 

Let  me  urge  upon  every  member  that 
they  should  tleem  it  a  duty  and  a  privilege 
to  vote.  They  owe  it  a  duty  to  them- 
selves ant)  the  American  Poultry  Associa- 
tion to  till  out  their  ballot  and  return  it 
to  the  election  commissioner  promptly. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  for  the  mem- 
bers' support.    Fraternally  yours, 

E.  B.  TaoMfSON. 


1915  Panama=Pacific  International 
Exposition. 


Throughout  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  letters  being  received,  poultrymen 
are  interesting  themselves  in  the  matter 
of  securing  recognition  from  their  state 
legislatures  along  with  the  other  indus- 
tries that  will  be  represented  at  San  Fran- 
cisco in  1915. 

In  most  of  the  states  bills  have  been 
introduced  providing  for  buildings  and  a 
display  of  resources.  It  is  highly  impor- 
tant that  the  live  stock  and  poultry  inter- 
ests should  urge  the  inclusion  of  money 
to  be  used  in  paying  premiums  and  ship- 
ping expenses  for  exhibits  in  the  Live 
Stock  Department  of  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition.  Animals  and 
poultry  reproduce  themselves  and,  difler- 
ing  from  other  exhibits,  have  to  be  fed 
and  cared  for  —  in  addition  there  is  the 
risk  of  life. 

A  committee  representing  the  California 
Federation  of  Poultry  Clubs  called  at  the 
oflice  of  the  Live  Stock  Department  of  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition 
and  conveyed  the  welcome  assurance  that 
they  would  consider  themselves  as  the 
host  of  the  poultry  world  that  will  as- 
semble at  San  Francisco  in  1915.  They 
make  the  statement  that  they  will  urge 
upon  the  specialty  clubs,  liberal  supple- 
mental premiums  and  they  will  not  he 
contented  with  less  than  twelve  thousand 
birds  at  the  San  Francisco  Show  in  1915. 
They  will  also  provide  facilities  for  con- 
ditioning exhibits  from  distant  [loints. 
With  the  California  branch  of  the  A.  P. 
A.  and  the  Califoi'uia  Federation  of  Poul- 
try Clubs  working  in  harmony  for  tlie 
good  cause  there  will  be  an  international 
show  at  San  Francisco  in  1915  that  w  ill 
be  the  biggest  ami  best  ever  held  in  the 
world.  D.  O.  LivEi.v, 

Chief  of  the  Department  of  Live  Stock. 


to 


No  Romance. 

"I  see  a  girl's  name  on  this  egg." 
"Uh." 

"Also  her  address.    I  shall  write 
her. " 

"Forget  it.  Nothing  in  those  egg  ro- 
mances." 

"No  romance  about  this.  I  propose  to 
ask  her  if  there  is  really  any  money  in 
the  chicken  business. — Kansas  City  Jour- 
nal. 


OCULUJI  increases  egg  yield  201^ 
free  trial.    Ad.  page  109. 
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IWiUGiveYou 

3  Fine  Apple  Trees 

One  eacli  of  OolicioiiN,  Stnynian 
\Viii<iNii|>  anil  Jonntliiiii,  Kreat<-.-t 
ami  |je-<i  varlcll.-s,  3  to  1-luoi  tree-,, 
cut  IjaelctoZ^  incheH,  n-atlv  to  plant. 

.Si-iit  free,  prepaid,  Ijy  jiari  el  post, 
to  iiiiroiluee  our  jfreat  farm  nuiKa- 
ziiH-    'J'ruit-tJrouer  anti  Fiirni- 
er,    re».'ulur  rate  51  a  vi-ar.    Ki  hru- 
ary,  Garden  and  poultry  iiumtjur, 
lUO  patjes,  alone  wortli  Jl. 
Send  only  aOe.  )ii.If  price,  for  n 
lull  yc  ar'.s  trial,  and  llie  naiiieH  of  two 
Iriends  liitere.tted  In  fannliii;,  ami  tre<>s 
will  bo  Heiit  free.     Money  liaek  If  not 
pli  ii.><ed.  Send  BtanipH  or  eolii  at  my  rl.sk 
Cl'lilH  otter  Rood  ill  Li.  .S.oiily  and 
must  1,0  aeii  pt.-d  l,y    Ainil  Wd.) 
Wrili-  iiulekly, before  supply  l.s  pom-. 
J.M.IKVINR,  Kdilor.  Boi  304  Si.  Jotrph.Mo. 


Orpingtons 

White  Orpingtons.  Vigorous,  farm 
raised  stocli.    Very  fine  liirds. 
ECCS  FOR  HATCHING,  $1  per  13. 

H.  I..  HAVNE.S,  West  Aeton,  M!i8». 


See  This  New  Poultry  Band 


The  STI':viiNS  colored  and  iiumbeieil  \e«  Ijand 
for  poultry.  You  do  not  have  to  catch  the  bird  to 
reai-l  the  number.  Also  made  for  "  llaby  tjliicks" 
and  Plf^cons.    Mcntiun  lin-cd  for  t-aiiiplc. 

F.  A.  MARSHAtt,  209  Bancroft  Ave.,  READING,  MASS. 


SINGLE  and  ROSE  COMB 

WHITE  LEGHORNS 

I  am  now  bonkintr  orders  for  duy  old  rhlcke  and 
eggs  for  hatrhlLig.    Write  for  prices. 

BROOKSIDE  FARM,  i'omirkt^ckntkk. 

A.  C.  HUTiiAM,  Proprietor. 


Sectional  Coops 

Plans  l',u-  coop  S  tt.  w  ide  and  aii>  multi- 
ple of  8  rt.  Ill  lentflll.  Kacli  peu  .iust  l  iyht 
lor  breedim.'  ijeii  or  brooder  tull  of  u'rowini^ 
chicks. 


Blue  Print 


and  Specifications 

LIdlit.  tlt,'lit,  and  thor- 


Complete  for*I.UU. 
oughly  piaetical. 
MORTON,  •-'»  Lee  St.,  Worcester.  Mags. 


M 


OUNTAIN  ROCK  FARM 

WHITE  ROCKS 

Kggs  for  liatchiiit;  froni  my  2(K)  etrtr  strain,  iirl/.e 
wliiulutr,  hen  liatehed  and  brooded,  farm  raised  on 
free  rantje  In  open  front  houses  stock.  Breedliin 
hens  all  two  and  three  .years  old.  No  artificial  liati-h- 
Ing,  broodluK,  or  lorclnK  feed  of  any  kind  used  on 
these  hens.  No  e.tpeiise  or  pains  spared  to  Insure 
best  results.  Prize  wliuiers  whenever  and  wher- 
eversliowii.  I^Kgs,*!  per  13:  t?  perUXI:  ^i.'io  per  1,1I00. 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Stiitton,  l5ox  li,  Norfolk,  Mass. 


Start  Your  LITTLE  CHICKS 

^^ucculenta  Water 

And  Watch  Them  Grow! 

Better  and  cheaper  tlian  (4 Kl? EN  FOOIJ!  Sara- 
pie  can  (lOOJaree  tablets)  by  mail  50c.  Drop 
postal  for  particulars  to 

The  Succulenia  Co.      P.  O.  Box  405-15    Newark,  N.  J. 


SUNNYSIDE 


BABY  CHICKS 


Stock  and  Eggs. 

"  Traimestcd  stock,"  scien- 
tifically raised;  laiKe,  strong, 
and  vigorous;  bred  to  lay  and 
win.  l*rompt  replit's;  pi'Ompt 
dellverieH.  Wlilt^-.  lirown  l.ei^- 
hornn.  IJarred,  While  and  BufI 
Hocks.  It.  I.  Keds.  iilaek  and 
Huff  Orpingtons.  Wyandottes. 
Write  us  your  wants  fully  and' 
we  will  xlve  prices,  etc.  Win- 
ners at  Boston,  lilVJ. 

SUNNYSIDE  POULTRY  HOIIIE, 

Bristol,  Vermont. 


SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  — please  them  — and  help  us. 
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Farm-Poultry 


APRIL 


The  Status  of  Brown  Leghorns. 


A WESTERN  poultry  paper,  one  of 
the  smaller  ones,  thus  refers  to 
the  "Passing  of  Brown  J>eg- 
homs:  "  —  "What  was  the  mat- 
ter with  Brown  Leghorns  at  the  shows 
the  past  winter?  \'ery  small  classes  at 
many  of  the  shows  and  but  little  interest 
in  them.  Brown  Leghorns  are  nice  look- 
ing birds,  and  probably  as  good  layers  as 
any  other  variety,  and  it  would  seem  that 
breeders  ought  to  rally  to  its  support.  If 
it  is  the  necessity  of  double  mating  to  get 
show  birds  that  is  injuring  the  variety, 
the  Standard  better  l>e  revised." 

I  do  not  know  upon  how  extensive  ob- 
servation the  editor  who  wrote  that  tjases 
his  remark  that  I'rown  I>eghorns  appeared 
to  be  going  back ;  nor  have  my  visits  to 
shows  the  past  winter  been  numerous 
enough  to  give  me  any  opinion  on  that 
point  except  as  indicated  by  the  classes  at 
New  York  and  Boston.  The  class  at  the 
Palace  Show  was  small.  Those  at  the 
Garden  and  at  Mechanics  Building  were 
about  as  usual.  My  impression  for  the 
last  two  years  has  been  that  the  Brown 
leghorns,  as  well  as  the  Butfs,  were  about 
due  to  get  an  increase  in  popularity.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  these  varieties  have  been 
in  a  very  stable  position  among  fanciers 
for  a  good  many  years,  standing  almost 
still  in  popularity,  but  often  appearing  to 
be  losing  because  of  the  greater  prom- 
inence of  the  Whites.  Among  small  fan- 
ciers and  practical  poultry  growers,  the 
Whites  have  for  some  years  overshadowed 
the  otiiers,  and  the  first  cause  of  this  pre- 
eminence was  undoubtedly  the  fact  that 
they  are  much  easier  to  breed  to  a  fair 
standard  of  quality  in  color. 

But  that  was  not  the  only  reason,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  at  all  certain  that  if 
color  difficulties  alone  had  been  consid- 
ered, tlie  Whites  would  have  become  so 
popular.  While  a  white  bird  is  easier  to 
breed  so  that  the  flock  looks  pretty  well, 
a  white  bird  shows  the  dirt  so  badly  in 
many  situations  that  the  color  is  a  hand- 
icap in  such  places.  And  for  such  places 
the  Brown  leghorn  of  the  type  of  twenty 
years  ago  had  very  satisfactory  color.  It 
had  been  tlien,  and  was  for  some  years 
after,  the  favorite  fowl  with  those  who 
wanted  hens  primarily  for  their  eggs. 

As  I  look  back  over  the  period  since 
]890,  when  I  have  been  personally  ac- 
quainted with  conditions  and  incidents 
afiecting  the  distribution  of  the  several 
varieties  of  i>eghorns,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  general  popularity  of  the  Browns  be- 
gan to  wane  sometime  before  the  practice 
of  double  mating  became  extensive 
enough  to  have  any  serious  eflect.  The 
variety  suHered  from  over-popularity, 
just  as  the  Whites  are  beginning  to  sufl'er 
at  this  time.  They  usually  laid  well  under 
conditions  at  all  favorable,  and  the  most 
of  the  breeders  of  all  classes  were  careless 
about  selecting  breeding  birds  and  rap- 
idly ran  down  the  size  and  vitality.  That 
was  what  started  them  on  the  down  grade 
of  popularity  for  utility  purposes,  and 
has  since  kept  them  very  nearly  at  a 
standstill  in  the  fancy.  They  see-saw  a 
little  bit,  but  keep  about  the  same  posi- 
tion. 

Then  it  happened  that  just  at  the  time 
when  ordinary  Brown  Leghorn  stock  was 
likely  to  be  very  runty  and  weedy,  the 
interest  in  White  Leghorns  was  given  a 
big  impetus.  Looking  backward,  one 
can  see  very  plainly  now  that  C.  H. 
Wyckofi,  then  of  Groton,  but  now  of 
Aurora,  N.  Y.,  was  the  man  that  gave 
them  the  first  strong  push.  'Sir.  Wyckofi' 
had  developed  a  good  laying  strain  of 
S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  and  about  the 
middle  of  the  'nineties  was  advertising 
them  well.  He  made  a  reputation  not 
only  for  his  stock  but  for  White  Leg- 
horns. His  birds  were  large,  strong 
birds,  quite  in  contrast  to  the  average 
Brown  Leghorn  of  that  time.  I  presume 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  White  Leg- 
horn stock  on  egg  farms  all  over  this 
country  traces  its  ancestry  on  at  least  one 
side  back  to  Wyckofi'  stock.  It  is  also 
plain,  as  I  showed  by  quoting  from  Aus- 
tralian sources  a  few  months  ago,  that 
this  was  the  principal  source  of  founda- 
tion stock  in  that  country. 

A  reference  to  the  entries  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  shows  that  it  was  about 
1902  that  the  S.  C.  White  Leghorns  be- 
gan to  outrank  the  S.  C.  Browns  in  num- 


bers. They  have  led  consistently  ever 
since,  but  the  Browns  have  never  been 
so  far  behind  that  they  were  not  ready  to 
respond  quickly  to  a  popular  demand. 

Whether  a  change  in  the  Standard  to 
make  possible  the  production  of  good 
standard  specimens  of  both  sexes  from 
the  same  mating  would  add  to  their  pop- 
ularity, seems  to  me  to  be  doubtful.  As 
I  said  in  writing  of  the  subject  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  in 
a  recent  is.sue,  correct  knowledge  of  double 
matings,  and  of  the  reasons  for  using 
them  is  much  more  generally  diffused  now 
than  it  was  fifteen  years  ago.  Without 
changing  the  Standard  at  all,  breeders 
and  judges  might  so  apply  it  that  the 
males  of  the  female  line,  and  females  of 
the  male  line  would  be  more  attractive 
than  now.  The  situation  in  the  female 
line  is  not  so  bad,  for  the  "  pullet  bred  " 
males  are  often  very  handsome.  Indeed, 
the  preference  for  the  very  rich  dark 
males  is  a  question  of  taste.  Males  may 
be  equally  beautiful  in  a  wide  range  of 
shades  of  color,  but  the  females  that  come 
with  the  very  dark  males  are  not  attrac- 
tive. 

AVould  the  people  who  want  Brown 
Leghorns  of  a  type  that  can  be  produced 
from  one  mating  be  better  satisfied  with 
them  that  way?  Who  are  the  people  who 
want  —  or  say  that  they  want  —  them 
bred  to  a  "  natural  standard? ' '  Are  they 
people  who  breed  them,  or  people  who 
have  no  personal  interest  in  them,  and 
probably  would  not  breed  them  even  to  a 
standard  which  they  said  suited  them? 
What  is  meant  by  a  natural  standard? 
Does  it  not  mean  a  standard  that  de- 
scribes a  male  and  female  of  the  same 
established  line  of  breeding?  A  standard 
tha;t  described  the  male  and  female  of  the 
pullet  line  would  be  one  natural  standard 
for  Brown  Leghorns.  A  standard  that 
described  the  male  and  female  of  the 
cockerel  line  would  be  another.  Any 
type  of  color  between  these  or  beyond 
either  of  them  that  could  be  fixed  upon 
might  be  made  a  standard  color,  and  if 
the  male  and  female  produced  in  the  same 
way  are  described  as  standard,  and  shown 
together  as  standard,  you  have  a  single 
standard.  Do  the  real  Brown  Leghorn 
breeders  want  them  that  way?  It  might 
be  interesting  to  take  an  expression  of 
views  of  the  fanciers  of  the  variety  and 
see  how  far  they  are  in  favor  of  modifying 
the  standard  to  make  the  exhibition  males 
and  females  of  the  same  line. 

But  why  should  we,  in  Brown  Leg- 
horns, or  in  any  other  variety,  require 
that  only  one  particular  color  type,  one 
definite  shade  or  combination  of  shades 
shall  be  "standard?"    In  other  words, 


Well  Begun 


is  Half  Done 

right 


Begin  your  chicks  with  the 
feed  and  you'll  double  their  chances 
of  becoming  profitable  poultry. 

H-O  Steam-Cooked  Chick  Feed 
IS  a  carefully  prepared  mixture  of 
the  finer  grades  of  Corn,  Cut  Oat- 
meal, Cracked  Wheat,  Kaffir  Corn, 
Peas  and  Millet — steam-cooked 
in  our  mill  by  a  special  process. 

H-0  Steam-Cooked 
Chick  Feed 

The  steam-cooking  makes  it  just  the 
food  to  bring  the  weak,  tiny  fellows  safely 
through  their  early  days. 

in  10-lb.,  25-lb. 
a  tag 


25 
showina 


50-lb.  and  lOO-lb.  bags, 
the  guaranteed  analysis. 


Sold  only 
Each  bag  bears 

If  you  cannot  get  H-O  Steam-Cooked  Chick  Feed. 
Intermediate  Scratch,  Scratch  Feed,  Poultry  Feed,  Dry 
Poultry  Mash  or  Chick  Feed  from  your  dealer,  write  for 
samples  and  prices. 


JOHN  J.  CAMPBELL,  sa&T^gent.  HARTFORD, 

The  H-O  Company  Mills,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


CONN. 


THE  ZERO  SAFETY  LAMP 

Is  tlie  Wise  Man's  cboice.  Are  you  satisfied  with  tliat  old  and  dangerous  lamp? 
You  certainly  must  realize  tlie  importance  of  havine  a  dependable  and  safe  heating 
plant  in  your  Incubator  and  Brooder.  Tlio  Zero  Safety  Lamp  is  Safe,  Clean 
and  Reliable.  Safe  because  our  special  construction  prevents  heat  of  burner 
from  reaching  oil  tank.  Clean  because  tlie  combustion  is  even  and  lamp  does  not 
smoke  or  become  sooty.  Reliable  because  tlie  burner  is  the  best  of  its  class  and 
being  cooled  by  the  ascending  column  of  air  does  not  cause  wick  to  "draw'*  and 
raise  the  flame.  Keeps  egg  chamber  at  uniform  temperature.  From  any  of  our 
dealers  or  by  mail  for  $i,'^5.  postpaid. 

The  Sanitary  Chick  Fountain    themo^t  sensible 

'  made.     No  chance 

for  the  clucks  to  get  wet  or  drown.  Easily  cleaned  and  filled.  Holds 
one  quart  and  goes  into  any  brooder.  Price  is  25c.,  or  by  mail  36c,, 
and  once  you  use  it  you  will  never  get  along  without  it. 

THo  Atc5»tt'«  Chirk  F«»«»H<»r  is  the  neatest  device  ever  Invented  for 
Tne  Atsaxi  S  oniCK  reeaer  feeding  young  chicks.   They  cannot  get 

into  it  or  stand  on  It.  Gives  them  clean  food  and  insures  their 

health.   Top  removes  for  cleaning  and  tilling.   Just  right 

for  your  brooder  (ten  inches  long,  four  inches  wide).  Price 

23  cents,  or  by  mail  35  cents.   Ask  your  dealer  for  our  goods. 

It  he  will  not  supply  you  send  direct  to  us  and  we  will  see 

that  you  get  what  you  order.   Our  catalogue  for  the  asking. 


ATSATT  BROS., 


31  Pearl  Street, 
Mattapoisett.  3Ias! 


NEW  YORK,  1913. 


the  acknowledged  premier  show  of  America, 
we  won,  (on  Rose  Comb  Rhode  Island  Reds), 


in  a  competition  of  winners,  from  every  part  of  the  country 


At  Madison  Square  Garden, 

1st  Pen,  1st  and  3d  Cockerel,  2d  Cock,  4th  Pullet,  4th  Hen, 

Winning  more  Firsts  and  Seconds  than  any  other  Competitor.  Also 

This  demonstrates  beyond  dispute  the  superiority  of  our  celebrated  "  .SENSATION  "  and  " RKD  PRINCK"  strains  of  Rose  DISPLAY 
and  Sinifle  Comb  R.  I.  Reds,  the  Strains  that  won  more  firsts  (in  R.  C.)  at  New  \ork.  Boston.  Providence.  Clncaeo, 

Baltimore,  Washincton,  lliU— 1912,  than  all  others  combined.  Our  first  pen.  the  winning  most  coveted  by  all  exhibitors,  was  pronounced  a  marvel 
of  quality.  ,      ,      ,  ^ 

^M^^^^ay    We  have  some  splendid  males  and  females,  last  years  P^^O    for  hatching  at  all  seasons. 

5^  I  I  1 1  .  K     breeders  and  winners.  Including    MAJESTIC,   2d  t.  Vj»  VJI         Send  stamp  for  Matinc  List. 

■   ^^^'■^   cock  at  Boston,  1910,  which  we  offer  for  sale  this  season 


RED  FEATHER  FARM,  F.  W.  C.  ALMY.  Prop.. 


Box  67,  Tiverton  Four  Corners,  R.  i. 

7 


'*TWO  OF  A  KIND" 

™°  OPEN  AIR  --.s 

Nature^''"'  (Tose-toHature/ 
Bird  Life  Demands  Open  Air  -  CLOSE-TO-NATURE  BROODERS  GIVE  IT. 

Plenty  of  Fresh,  Open  Air. 


Contact  Warmth  Like  the  Old  Hen. 


No  Piling  Up  or  Overcrowding. 

Cilve  chicks  these  things  and  raise  every  chick  in  flocks  of  100  to  ;iOO.   Hot  air  or  furnace  heat  dries  out,  weakens  and  kills.   But  chicks  in  Close- 
To-Nature  Hovers  nestle  their  backs  against  a  warm  body  that  perfectly  simulates  the  broody  lien  and  breathe  temperate,  pure  air. 
Of  all  the  forty  or  more  kinds  of  brooders,  there  is  not  one  that  Is  like  the  Close-To-Nature.   bend  tor  free  catalog. 

CLOSE-TO-N.ATURE  COMPANY,  73  Front  St.,  Colfax,  Iowa. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers.  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  Uiem— and  help  ua. 
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why  should  we  dress  all  our  birds  in  iiiii- 
forins?  Why  not  cultivate  a  little  diver- 
sity in  shades  of  color?  Supposing  that 
there  were  in  this  country  a  certain  num- 
ber of  fanciers  of  Brown  leghorns,  say, 
for  convenience,  one  hundred.  Suppose 
that  fifty-one  of  them  wanted  a  single 
standard,  and  would  have  the  present 
female  line.  Suppose  that  the  other 
forty-nine  were  willing  to  have  a  single 
standard,  but  would  make  the  male  line 
the  standard  line,  preferring  the  line  with 
the  rich  dark  males,  even  though  the 
females  were  not,  in  their  opinion,  as 
beautiful  as  those  of  the  other  line.  Why 
should  the  majority  rule  in  such  a  matter? 
Why  should  not  each  group  set  up  its  own 
Standard?  The  only  reason  is  because 
of  the  foolish,  narrow  minded  idea  that 
only  one  color  type  is  admissible,  —  that 
if  one  shade  is  fixed  or  agreed  upon  as 
right,  all  others  must  be  considered  wrong, 
and  their  production  condemned.  If  we 
make  it  a  rule  that  there  should  be  only 
one  type  of  color,  it  certainly  is  wisest  to 
try  to  get  the  type  that  suits  the  majority 
of  those  interested,  but  there  is  no  real 
reason  why  there  should  not  be  a  wide 
latitude  in  shades  of  color  within  a  va- 
riety, provided  each  shade  was  well  bred. 

That  was  the  case  in  the  early  days  of 
the  fancy.  It  is  often  the  case  still  in  the 
early  history  of  a  variety  until  the  advo- 
cates of  one  type  succeed  in  killing  off  the 
others  and  making  theirs  the  Standard 
type.  Why  should  this  be  done?  Why 
not  live  and  let  live?  "Because  it  will 
tend  to  confusion,"  is  the  stock  reply. 
"  Because  the  novice  will  not  understand 
the  situation.  We  must  have  a  single 
Standard,  that  everyone  conforms  to,  and 


knows  what  to  expect." 

The  dillicuUy  here  is  that  there  are  no 
fixed  standards  anyway.  The  written 
standard,  which  is  not  always  definite, 
does  not  change  much,  but  it  allows  a 
considerable  latitude  of  interpretation  of 
its  provisions.  It  has  to  do  so  because 
verbal  descriptions  cannot  be  so  exact 
that  their  interpretations  cannot  vary. 
lUit  within  the  range  of  possible  interpre- 
tations the  popular  types  are  constantly 
shifting.  It  would  be  a  terrible  tiling, 
some  think,  a  monstrous  thing,  for  a 
printed  Standard  to  recognize  two  or  more 
color  sub-varieties  of  a  variety,  as  the 
Brown  leghorns.  It  is  also,  absolutely 
wrong  for  judges  to  difi'er  in  their  inter- 
pretations of  the  printed  Standard.  But, 
judges  do  difi'er,  and  there  is  no  way  of 
preventing  that;  and,  as  a  result,  we  ac- 
tually do  have  each  judge  setting  up  his 
own  standards  for  color,  shape,  and 
everything  else.  It  is  not  possible  to  be 
absolutely  consistent  in  these  matters. 
We  have  to  wink  either  one  eye  or  the 
other. 

There  is  another  possible  solution  of  the 
double  standard  problem  for  the  small 
fancier  who  is  not  able  to  maintain  sepa- 
rate lines  of  such  a  variety  as  the  Brown 
Leghorn.  It  is  for  a  fancier  breeding  a 
male  line,  and  one  breeding  a  female  line, 
to  work  in  co-operation,  in  some'  form  of 
partnership.  Indeed,  the  advantages  of 
such  combinations  are  not  limited  to 
partnerships  of  two.  Breeders  in  a  com- 
munity might  well  unite  to  develop  a 
common  stock  of  the  same  variety,  in- 
stead of  each  little  breeder  pegging  away 
by  himself.  This  is  a  form  of  co-opera- 
tion that  needs  to  be  developed. 


The  Value  of  Experiment  Station 

Work. 


A CORRESPOXDENT  of  mine  who 
is  connected  with  an  experiment 
station  is  nmch  perturbed  first 
because  of  the  prominence  given 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  American  Poul- 
try Journal  to  an  article  entitled,  "  Foolish 
Experiment  Station  Work,"  and  then 
(apparently)  because  I  did  not  rush  to 
the  defense  of  the  experiment  stations 
and  go  after  all  those  nearly  or  remotely 
responsible  for  that  article,  hammer  and 
tongs. 

Until  my  attention  was  thus  called  to 
the  article,  I  had  given  it  only  a  passing 
glance.  Examining  it  with  a  little  more 
care,  I  can  still  find  no  special  occasion 
for  comment.  It  consists  principally  of 
quotations  from  "The  Dollar  Hen,"  by 
Milo  Hastings.  As  I  had  reviewed  that 
book  when  it  appeared,  it  did  not  seem 
to  me  that  there  w'as  any  need  of  giving 
these  extracts  from  it  particular  attention 
now.  Tiie  comujents  of  Mr.  Stoddard, 
the  author  of  the  article,  I  could  disagree 
with  in  a  number  of  particulars,  but  his 
general  statement  about  the  value  of  ex- 
periment station  work  in  his  article  is 
absolutely  sound.  He  says:  "Millions 
on  millions  of  solid  value  can  be  produced 
of  grains,  fruits,  vegetable,  and  live  stock 
of  every  species,  by  following  the  conclu- 
sions of  good,  well-advised  station  ex- 
periments; and  conversely  thousands  of 
dollars  of  tax  payers'  money  can  be 
squandered  by  ill  advised  station  work." 

No  one  can  find  fault  with  that.  To 
show  something  of  the  extent  of  work  of 
this  class  Mr.  Stoddard  quotes  copiously 
from  Milo  Hastings.  I  don't  think  it 
lies  with  Mr.  Hastings  to  criticize  experi- 
ment station  work  when  his  own  is  so 
vulnerable.  Neither  do  I  agree  with  some 
of  Mr.  Stoddard's  remarks,  but,  speaking 
broadly,  their  attitude  is  the  same  that  I 
have  held  toward  station  work  ever  since 
it  started.  I  have  tried  to  discriminate 
fairly  to  give  all  the  credit  due,  and  to 
avoid  making  criticisms  ofi'ensive  in  form, 
yet  I  have  never  spared  the  weaknesses 
of  the  experiment  stations.  I  am  inchned 
to  think  that  the  article  in  the  A.  P.  J. 
may  be  especially  irritating  to  those  con- 
nected with  experiment  stations  because 
of  the  title,  and  because  of  the  prominence 
given  to  Mr.  Hastings'  glib  but  crude 
criticisms. 

Under  existing  conditions,  which  are 
largely  inevitable  at  this  stage  of  develop- 
ment, it  is  practically  impossible  to  secure 
a  uniform  absence  of  what  seems  to  the 


practical  poultryman  foolishness  from  ex  - 
perimental  work,  Ijecause  we  have  not  at 
present  men  with  the  combination  of  prac- 
tical and  scientific  training  that  is  required 
for  it.  I  am  referring  now  especially  to 
poultry  experiments.  Most  practical  men 
have  not  the  academic  training  needed  to 
properly  plan,  conduct  and  report  an  ex- 
periment, while  the  scientific  men,  though 
they  may  have  had  some  experience  in 
handling  poultry,  have  rarely  had  the 
kind  of  experience  that  would  enable 
them  to  get  the  practical  point  of  view. 
In  fact,  many  "practical"  men  have 
that  view  only  as  far  as  experience  and 
necessity  have  forced  it  upon  them.  But 
even  supposing  that  we  had  scientists 
familiar  with  all  phases  of  practical  poul- 
try culture,  it  would  be  difiicult  to  hold 
them  to  strictly  useful  and  sensible  lines 
of  work,  fov  the  experimenter  is  by  tem- 
perament inclined  to  explore  all  possible 
paths  to  knowledge,  and  not  all  of  these 
can  yield  results. 

The  weakest  point  in  experimental 
work  with  poultry  at  present  is  the  ex- 
ploitation of  amateurish  questions  by 
those  supposed  to  be  experts.  In  time 
that  will  be  outgrown,  but  we  cannot 
eliminate  it  all  at  once,  and  we  have  to 
remember  also  that  many  of  those  who 
condemn  foolish  things  done  at  the  sta- 
tions are  hungering  for  an  opportunity  to 
try  out  equally  foolish  ideas  at  someone 
else's  expense. 


Lady  Show  You "  Located  at 
Last. 


Povlli-y  Ilushandry  says :  ' '  We  are 
pleased  to  inform  our  readers  that  "  Lady 
Show  You  "  is  now  owned  by  Midlothian 
Farms,  Tinley  Park,  111.,  and  the  price 
of  S800  is  authentic." 

This  is  plainly  a  case  where  the  seller 
was  wiser  than  the  buyer. 


Rastus  had  caught  Sambo  red-handed. 

"Ah'm  gwine  hab  yo'  arrested  fob 
stealin'  mah  chickens,  yo'  Sambo  Wash- 
in'ton  —  dat's  jess  what  ah'm  gwine  to 
do,"  said  Rastus. 

"Go  ahead,  niggah,"  retorted  Sambo. 
"  Go  ahead  and  hab  me  arrested.  Ah'll 
mek  yo'  prove  whar  yo'  got  dem  chickens 
yo'seff."  —  Harper's  Weekly. 


RUESSLER'S  SINGLE  COMB  WHITE  LEGHORNS 

Iti-c.l  for  l!<ilily  and  Kxliiliilioii.    Win  at  liontoii,  r.tli  lii-n.    Iloly..kc.  Miikh.,  I'.il  J,  I.  4  Ih'ii;  I  pullet; 
I  lien;  :),  f>cock;  4  r.n  kiTci:  nolil  Wu  Ijiiml  IichI  fiMiialc  In  show  and  IicmI  ilUiilay.    llioi  klun  Fair,  Mass., 
1  lu^ii:  1,4  coi-keicl:  1,2,3,4  pulk-t;  nil  H|)c'flnls  anil  colil  Bix-clal  best  illsplay.   Can  supply  you  wlUi 
lint-  l  llllty,  Krecdini;  ami  Kxlilbltlon  slock  of  Uie  lilk-liost  <|uallty.    My  biwiUTS  this  si-asoii  are  the  llnest  lot 
I  have  ever  mated.   I  am  booking  orders  for  et'Rs  for  hatehlni;  and  ihiy  old  chicks  dow.    Write  for  cataloi;. 
GKO.  A.  KUKSSLKK,  Sparrow  Lane,  realiitily.  Mush. 


COLUMBIAN  WYANDOTTES. 

AT  IIOSTON,  1  !»1  :t,  I  won  llrst  cockerel  and  color  special,  second  cock,  two  entries.  At  .Sprlntfllcld, 
Mne9.,llrst  cock,  llrst  cockerel,  shape  and  color  specials,  best  Colundjinn  In  show,  two  second,  one  tlilnl: 
nine  entries,  all  under  ribbons:  three  gruaiX  maUncs  that  will  produce  winners.  Two  special  nuiUnifs  of 
\\  hite  Wyandottes,  live  birds  to  pen,  which  will  produce  some  grand  lilrils:  also  two  small  nuitlnis'S  of  l!u(T 
OrphiKtons.   Marty,  best  stock.   Will  sell  a  few  settlniTB  of  ct'KS  from  each  niatlnK  reasonable. 

CUAS.  SIuGKB,  UU  KusseU  St..  Slurlboro.  Hohh. 


WOODCREST  PARTRIDGE  WYANDOTTES 

AVin  BOSTON,  the  Kreatesl  show  In  the  country,  four  out  of  live  llrst  r'rlzes:  both  Shai>c  and  Color  Spec- 
ials; all  the  Challenge  Cupa.  Ilest  lilrd;  liest  Male;  liest  Female:  Hest  Cock,  Cockerel,  Hen  and  Pullet. 
Providence,  K.  I.  ({Ives  me  the  Championship  and  every  First.  .S|)rlm,'lleld,  all  l-'hsls  and  Specials.  I  linvo 
won  every  First  on  Males  anil  Pens  wherever  shown.  In  Stock  and  llalchlni;  i  :i;ir«  1  can  ilo  you  cood.  Send 
me  an  order  and  be  convinced.    CUAS.  H.  WOOD,  715  StJit«  Miitii:il  Itnililiiii;,  Worcester,  Mumh. 


Descriptive  Circulars  and  Price  List  Cheerfully  Furnished  on  Application. 

EGG  CARRIERS. 

THE  NEW  ENGLAND  BOX  CO.,  Greenfield,  Mass. 


EGGS      RHODE  ISLAND  REDS  chicks 

My  .Single  Comb  Itoils  aie  prolific  layers  ol'  winter  i-tiUH.  llreil  lor  size,  vifor,  heavy  vuk  production, 
and  as  near  as  possible  to  Standard  ri  quiroiicnts.  If  you  want  et't'S  tliat  you  can  liatdi  into  stronir,  lively 
chickens,  or  chicks  that  will  live  and  pay  you  a  pj  ollt  In  winter  enijs,  send  your  orders  to  me.  Order  direct 
from  this  advertisement.   Eggs,  $1  per  13;  $0  per  KKJ.   Chicks,  $4.50  per  25;  $15  per  UK). 

.J.  .1.  GKUUI.SH,  Alton.  N.  li. 


ROSE  COMB  REDS 


Eggs  and  Meat  First 
Then  the  Show  Room 


Ist  and  2ud  pullet,  3rd  and  4tli  cockerel,  special  for  best  coloi-ecl  K.  C.  i'..  I'cmale.  four  (•ntries,  lianRor, 
Dec,  1912,  proves  quality.  Trap  nested  pullet  laid  W.)  eggs  from  .lanuary  1  to  .May  1,  l'J12,  proves  utility. 
Eggs,  $3,  $2,  and  SI  per  15.  Day  old  chicks,  15  cents.  Order  now;  couldn't  1111  them  all  last  year.  Stock  for 
sale.   Mating  list  free.   All  business  done  on  the  square.  K.  M.  liKANN,  Aiiifustii,  Maine. 


Did  You  Note  that  the 
Buff  Wyandottes  Made 


Profitable  Buff  Wyandottes 

The  best  variety  egg  reconl  at  tiie  Storrs'  egg  contest  last  year?  No  better  layers  than  .Sanborn's.  Hos- 
ton  and  New  York  winning  stock,  too,  in  my  pens.   Art  circular  for  the  asking. 

Dr.  N.  W.  SANBORN,  R  324,  Holden,  Mass. 


"Gold  Dust"  Buff 


Rocks  :  :  : 
Wyandottes 


WIN  AT  JiOSTON,  lid 3 

First  and  Color  Special  Pullet,  Fifth  Hen  on  three  entries  on  Wyandottes. 
First  Pen,  Second  and  Shape  Special  Pullet  on  Kocks.  They  are  Prollllc  Lay- 
ers, Heavy  Weighers,  and  Perpetual  Winners.  If  you  want  stock  or  eggs  that 
will  place  you  at  the  front,  keep  your  eye  on  the  "<iOLl>  Ul'.ST"  HIIFKS, 
and  book  your  oriler  early,  l^'.ggs  from  my  choice  matings,  coitUiiiiing  wlnneis 
at  eigiit  of  tiie  best  shows,  $2  for  15,  anil  up.  Write  foi"  my  liberal  guarantee. 
CHAS.  E.  COFFIN,  Lock  Rox  2G,  OIneyville  Station,  I'rovideiicc,  It.  I. 


Wyckof  f 's  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns 


Acknowledsfd  Every wliere  tlie  World's  Greatest  L.ayins  Str.-iiii;  l^iieiiii.-iled  in  .St.-indard 
Qnalilies.  Kemeniber  that  we  are  the  orijT'iiators,  and  for  over  thirty  years  speei.-ilty  l>ree<lers 
of  the  justly  celebrated  "WYCKOFF"  Strain  of  S.  C.  Wliite  r-et'l><>riis,  the  IVIosI  Trolilable 
Strain  of  Poultry  in  Aniericii  today.    Place  your  orders  at  headquarters,  and  make  no  mistake. 

in  any  (luantitv,  from  the  grandest  of  matings,  at  $2.(K)  per  15;  $3.75  per 
,3(1;  $5.00  per  45;  $10.00  per  10(1.   Catalogue  and  testimonials  free. 
Address,    C.  H.  AVYCKOFF  &  .SON,  Aurora.  C.ayuffa  Co.,  N.  Y. 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING 


HAMlLTONi 

IfARMSi 


WH  ITE 
U£GHORNS 


HUNTINGTON,  N.V, 


WE  GUARANTEE  95  ^  FERTILITY 

In  our  Hatdilng  Eggs.  Because  we  KNOW  they  are  llnest  ipial- 
ity  —  strong,  vigorous  parent  stock,  and  laid  under  the  most  san- 
itary conditions. 

Hamilton  White  Leghorn  Chicks  and  Eggs 

Bred  right,  and  carefully  selected  for  shipment.  I'liey  .SATISFY. 
Open  range,  green  feed,  careful  mating,  perfect  housing  —  these 
things  make  Hamilton  Leghorns  the  best  you  can  buy.  Write  to- 
day for  our  illustrated  catalogue  and  price  list.   It  will  bave  you 

monej.   jj^jjjLrfQjj  FAKM,  Box  A,  Huntinston.  N.  Y. 


"OCULUM" 


decreases  "setting"  one-half;  inci  eascs 
eggs;  cures  sick  fowls;  Increases  fer- 
tility. At  your  dealers,  or.  If  skeptical, 
make  us  prove  It  by  ordering  a  $1  bottle 
direct  on  thirty  days  trial. 
Addn  ss.   "<)(  ri.UM."  J!<)\  H,  S;ilen>.  \  ir;.'iiii.i.  


Send  this  Advertisement  and  Save  Your  Chicks  and  Get  Lots  of  Eggs. 


Eggs-Sprouted  Oats-Eggs. 


for 

early  JL*  .-w.T.        -  —  ^ —   .      ,    ,     ,      .  , 

tlt;8  of  sprouted  oatsaiul  j;<M*iinnat«d  wlieat  tij  a 

Double  Quick  Grain  Sprouter 

Snronts  in  34  lioiir.>i,  and  makes  growth  of  iii<-Iies  dally.  Makes  two  to  four 
bushels  of  feed  from  one  of  grain.  Soon  pays  for  Itself  In  the  feed  It  grows  and  the 
Increased  egg  vleld.   Send  for  free  catalog. 

CLOSE-TO-NATURE  COMPANY, 

73  FRONT  ST.,  COLFAX,  IOWA. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you -please  them -and  help  us. 
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The  Cockerel  Problem. 


THE  magnificent  reanlts  achieved  by 
tlie  llawkesbnry  College  egg  lay- 
ing conipetitionH  and  their  educa- 
tional value  have  enabled  the  in- 
dustry in  this  slate  to  be  placed  on  a  solid 
foundation,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that 
since  the  competitions  started,  there  has 
been  a  rajjid  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
people  who  have  taken  up  the  industry  as 
a  means  of  livelihood.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  matters  of  importance  in  con- 
nection with  |)Oultry  breeding  that  the 
com|)etitions  do  not  touch,  and  it  is 
essential  that  they  should  be  brought 
home  to  those  who,  through  inexperience, 
might  easily  land  themselves  in  trouble, 
and  thereby  Ijring  the  industry  into  bad 
repute. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  our  compe- 
titions has  been  the  splendid  achieve- 
ments of  the  light  breeds  in  the  way  of 
egg  i)rodiiction  ami,  to  my  mind,  therein 
lies  a  grave  danger,  as  breeders  are  prone 
to  neglect  the  lieavy  classes.  It  is  a  no- 
ticeable fact  that  the  majority  of  the  later 
school  of  poultry  farmers  ignore  alto- 
gether tlie  heavy  breeds,  such  as  Black 
Orpingtons,  Wyandottes,  and  Langshans. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  great  mistake, 
and  one  that  is  likely  to  reflect  itself  in 
the  near  future. 

The  general  utility  bird  is  always  the 
one  that  comes  out  on  top  when  put  to 
the  commercial  test,  and  the  "hard 
heads"  of  the  poultry  world  recognize 
that  as  the  male  birds  constitute  half  the 
flock  reared,  it  is  essential  that  they 
should  be  made  to  show  a  fair  margin  of 
prolit  on  their  upbringing.  The  markets 
today  are  almost  denuded  of  the  heavier 
weight  birds,  while  month  after  month 
we  find  a  glut  in  the  light  breed  cockerels, 
which  can  be  purchased  at  anything  from 
Is.  (id.  to  4s.  per  pair  at  over  three 
month-s  old.  There  is  in  the  metropolis 
at  the  (iresent  moment  a  market,  and  a 
very  valuable  market,  too,  for  good  table 
birds,  of  which  the  squibs  of  light  breed 
cockerels  ilo  not  touch  the  fringe. 

I  have  made  a  careful  study  of  this 
question,  and  experience  has  taught  me 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  success- 


'  Paper  read  by  W.  T.  Ely,  at  tbe  Hawkesbury 
Australia  Poulti-y  Conference. 


ful  poultry  farming  to  keep  up  a  good 
supply  of  general  utility  birds.  1  have 
found  that  the  male  birds,  when  capon- 
ized,  provide  a  long  felt  want,  and  com- 
mand increased  values,  Is.  ^d.  per  lb. 
being  a  fair  average. 

In  order  to  raise  a  flock  of,  say,  500 
layers,  it  is  necessary  to  breed  upwards  of 
1,()0U  birds.  Now  the  average  farmer  at 
the  present  time  looks  upon  these  cock- 
erels as  a  thing  to  be  shaken  oft"  at  any 
cost,  and  he  consequently  throws  them 
into  a  glutted  market,  prepared  to  take 
anything  for  them  so  long  as  they  are  out 
of  his  way.  The  result  is  a  serious  loss 
that  must  be  made  up  by  the  pullets  to 
balance  accounts.  This  naturally  reduces 
the  value  of  the  good  layers,  and  breeders 
must  take  that  into  consideration  when 
they  go  in  solely  for  egg  machines.  By 
the  time  they  deduct  the  losses  that  are 
certain  to  accrue  from  the  sale  of  the  light 
cockerels,  they  get  back  to  the  stage  at 
which  it  is  far  more  profitable  to  keep  the 
general  utility  bird  —  that  is,  the  bird 
combining  laying  and  table  qualities. 

The  competitions  have  taught  us  some- 
thing in  that  direction,  but  there  is  the 
fear  that  people  entering  the  industry  will 
overlook  that  important  phase  of  poultry 
culture.  Breeders  must  not  ignore  the 
fact  that  to  produce  record  breakers  in 
egg  laying,  weight  must  be  sacrificed.  At 
the  same  time,  it  is  noticeable  that  the 
heavy  weights  usually  put  up  creditable 
records  during  the  winter  months,  when 
eggs  are  dear. 

In  this  connection  it  might  be  well  to 
analyze  a  few  of  the  figures  of  the  1910- 
1912  competition.  During  the  first  twelve 
months  tlie  White  Leghorns  laid  an  aver- 
age of  208  eggs,  valued  at  25s.  Gd. ;  and  in 
the  second  twelve  months  148  eggs,  valued 
at  13s.  3d.  The  Black  Orpingtons  laid  an 
average  of  189  eggs,  valued  at  23s.  5}4<i., 
in  the  first  twelve  months;  and  150, 
valued  at  15s.  23^ d.,  in  the  second  twelve 
months.  The  White  Leghorns  averaged 
38s.  9d.  in  the  two  year  test  and  the 
Orpingtons  3Ss.  Sd.  —  a  difference  of  only 
Id.  In  the  tenth  annual  competition  the 
White  Leghorns  averaged  192  eggs,  valued 
at  19s.  2d.,  against  the  Black  Orpingtons 
187,  valued  at  18s.  lid.  —  a  diflerence  of 


five  eggs,  and  lid.  in  value,  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  was  next  to  nothing  in 
the  diflerence  between  these  light  and 
heavy  breeds  so  far  as  egg  values  is  con- 
cerned, but  if  we  take  the  im  reased  mar- 
ket value  of  the  heavier  cockerels  and  the 
hens  the  balance  comes  out  very  much  in 
favor  of  the  heavy  breed. 

The  treatment  of  the  cockerels  has 
always  been  a  problem  in  wliich  the  aver- 
age breeder  is  at  fault.  A  solution,  how- 
ever, which  few  people  seem  to  have 


IJutt'  Orpintrloii  Hen. 

Ist  at  New  Haven  and  Middletown,  Ct.,  shows  this 
season. 

Joshua  Shute,  Meriden,  Conn. 

grasped,  was  made  clear  at  the  table 
poultry  competition  a  few  years  ago.  It 
was  then  made  apparent  that  to  treat  the 
male  birds  in  the  same  way  as  is  done 
with  all  male  animals  required  for  human 
consumption  was  tbe  only  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  difllculty.  By  this  means, 
a  better  table  bird  is  furnished,  and  it 
enables  the  farmer  to  hold  the  stock  over 
a  season  of  glut,  while  at  the  same  time 
improving  the  size  and  quality  of  the 
capon.  How  many  breeder  mider  the 
old  order  of  things  realize  as  high  as  10s. 


or  12s.  (jd.  per  pair  for  their  cockerels; 
and  these  figures  are  easily  obtainable  in 
Sydney  for  capons  dressing  out  at  4  lb. 
and  o  lb.  each.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
say  tliat  these  ijrices  can  be  obtained  in 
the  auction  rooms,  but  let  any  breeder 
8t«p  into  the  poulterers'  shops  in  the  me- 
tropolis and  ](rice  i>oultry,  et*".  He  would 
be  staggered  at  the  jjrices  asked.  To  se- 
cure higher  values  it  is  necessary  to  get 
into  direct  touch  witli  the  (consumer. 

1  had  occasion  recently  to  advertise  for 
cockerels,  and  could  have  securwl  thou- 
sands of  pairs  at  anything  from  2g.  to  38. 
Md.  per  pair  at  over :',  months  old.  I  pur- 
(•hased  ]<W  ])air8at  2s.  jier  pair,  caponized 
them  without  the  lo.ss  of  a  bird,  and  sold 
the  lot  out  within  six  weeks  at  an  average 
of  7s.  Gd.  per  pair.  I  asked  one  uf  the 
sellers  why  he  ilid  not  caponize  them  him- 
self, and  his  reply  was  that  fee<l  was  too 
dear.  Yet  he  fed  tlieni  (or  three  months 
'in  expensive  food  and  sold  them  for  Is. 
each,  while  I  put  bran  and  pollard  into 
lliem  as  capons  for  five  or  six  weeks,  and 
retailed  at  3s.  9d.  Truly  some  of  our  poul- 
try breeders  want  their  brains  brushed! 

Caponizing  is  a  very  simple  operation, 
and  with  very  little  practice  can  be  per- 
formed with  dexterity  and  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  bird.  The  capon  grows 
rapidly  after  tlie  operation,  as  the  comb 
and  wattle  slirink,  and  flesh  is  jnit  on  at 
a  cheaper  rate  than  is  required  to  keep 
cockerels  in  prime  condition.  The  flesh 
of  a  capon  is  a  delicacy  never  met  with  in 
the  cockerel,  as  its  slothful  liabits  prevent 
the  presence  of  the  hard  flesh  and  sinew, 
created  by  exercise. 

Discussion. 

!Mr.  Campbell  asked  what  would  be  the 
diflerence  in  cost  of  feeding  between  pre- 
paring cockerels  of  the  heavy  and  light 
breeds  for  market. 

Mr.  D.  S.  Thompson  said  that  during 
the  egg  laying  competitions  it  was  found 
that  some  strains  of  Black  Orpingtons 
consumed  no  more  feed  than  some  strains 
of  White  Leghorns,  and  that,  generally 
speaking,  the  Black  Orpingtons  which 
laid  the  most  eggs  were  no  larger  con- 
sumers of  feed  than  the  White  Leghorns. 
The  more  eggs  a  hen  laiil  tlie  more  feed 
she  consumed  —  a  fact  made  manifest  by 
the  competitions.  Strains  of  Orpingtons 
which  had  been  crossed]  with  the  Cochin 
China  were  heavy  feeders. 

Mr.  C.  Bloomfield  oflered  the  opinion 
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ANCONAS. 


SINGLE  COMli  ANCONAS.   Eggs  from  fine 
utility  (locks,  Sheppard  strain,  $8  per  1(X).  Good 
markiug,  heavy  layers. 

Tewana  Poultry  Fann,  Standish,  Mass.  4-1 


ANCONA  EGG  RANCH.  C.  C.  Miller,  South 
Paris,  Maine.  Large  stock.  Prize  winning 
Anconas.  Wonder  bird  of  the  poultry  world.  Shep- 
pard  Blencoe  strains  direct.  Kest  Ancoua  blood  in 
America.  Hen  hatched,  hen  brooded,  rangre  raised, 
open  housed.  Absolutely  no  white  diarrhea  in  dock. 
Chicks,  25  tor  $«;;  «)  lor  $11;  1(H)  lor  *■_>().  High  fertil- 
ity liatchlng  eggs,  15  for  $2;  50  for  tC;  WO  for  JIO. 
Parcel  Post  and  expressage  prepaid.  3-3 

ANCONAS.  Prize  stock.  Eggs  Jl.,-iO  a  sitting. 
Day  old  chicks  15  cents  each.  Also  White  Corn- 
ish, Pekin  and  Indian  Kunner  ducks,  Wlilte  Cochin 
bantams.  Silkies.  Farley  Avery,  Plymouth,  N.  H.  4-1 

ANCONAS.   Choice  utility  stock.  C  reat  layers. 
Eggs  Sl.50  per  15;  JC.OO  per  UK).    White  Indian 
Runner  Ducks,  Spencer  strain,  $2.uO  per  12. 

J.  W.  Anderson,  Delhi,  N.  Y.  4-1 


B 


BANTAMS. 

LACK  Tailed  Japanese  Bantams.  Stock,  eggs. 
Button  wood  Poulti-y  Yards,  S.  Swansea,  Mass.  3-9 


BRAHMAS. 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS  exclusively.  Thorough- 
bred, farm  raised.   Selected  eggs,  JS  per  100; 
$1  for  13.   Haystack  Mountain  Farm,  Norfolk,  Ct.  1-6 

LIGHT  Brahmas.  Eggs  from  fast  laying,  exhib- 
ition birds.  S.  S.  Newton,  Ballston  Spa.,  N.Y.  3-3 

FR03I  CHINA  sailing  vessel.   Great  eggs  and 
great  profit.   Two  foot  fence.  Circular. 
Carroll  Loring,  Rural  one,  Dedham,  Mass.  4-1 


B 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS  make  the  largest  and  best 
capons.  Mj  stock  is  farm  raised,  large  and  vig- 
orous.  Eggs  are  fertile.  $1.25  per  dozen;  $C  per  lUO. 
Joseph  Mason,  Newton  Upper  Falls,  Mass.  4-1 

UFF  BRAH3IA  EGOS  for  hatching  from 
carefully  selected,  closely  culled  pens,  $2  per  13. 
Frank  Gannon,  West  Haven,  Conn.  4-2 

TIGHT  BRAHMAS  of  quaUty.   Winning  at 
Boston,  Pi  ovldence,  Brockton  and  Worcester. 
Eggs  S3.00  per  15.  Mating  list. 

Dr.  Q.  H.  Merrill,  Dudley,  Mass.  4-1 

JIGHT  BRAHMAS— Second  to  none:  12  eggs 
forjl.  J.  W.  Ayer,  Yantic,  Conn.  4-2 


CHICKS. 


DOCS. 


BREEDINC  STOCK. 


PURE  bred  Wyandottes,  Rocks,  Leghorns,  etc. 
Stock,  eggs.  J.  Crouthamel,  Franconia,  Pa.  2-4 


X^'XTENSIVE  cat.  free.  Varieties  Prize  Poultry, 
-Li  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  guineas,  bantams,  hares, 
dogs.   15  eggs  $1.     Pioneer  Farm,  Telford,  Pa.  3-3 


BUTTERCUPS. 


BUTTERCUP  EGGS.  »2.60  per  sitUng. 
J.  E.  Starr,  Zionsville,  Pa.  -  4-1 

ORIGINATOR  and  named.  Free  picture.  Cir- 
cular.   Eggs  make  best  cake. 
Carroll  Loring.  Rural  one,  Dedham,  Mass.  4-1 

CAMPINES. 

SILVER  CAMPINES-  Eggs  from  pen  headed 
by  Ist  prize  male,  W  per  15. 
Elmer  W.  Palmer,  Route  1.  Catskill,  N.  Y.  2-4 

SILVER  CA3IPINE  cockerels  tor  sale:  also  Sil- 
ver Camplne  and  Buff  Grp.  eggs  for  hatching: 
prices  reasonable.   H.  O.  Sanborn,  Epping,  N.  H.  41 


frrvr^rk  AVHITE  Wyandotte  chicks  for  sale  at 
rjyj\J\J  reasonable  prices  from  our  grand  util- 
ity stock.  II.  W.  Peaslee,  Bedfoi  d,  N.  H.  2-4 

CUSTOM  HATCHING  — Hall  Mammoth  incu- 
bators. Baby  Barred  Rock  chicks.  Forclrcular, 
address  Rox-Holt,  239  Minot  Ave.,  Auburn,  Me.  2-3 

I>ABY  CHICKS  from  farm  breil.  rugged 
>  stock.  White  Wyandottes,  R.  C.  Reds,  K.  C. 
Buff  and  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns.  Circular  free. 
Wliite  Creek  Hatchery,  West  Rui>ert,  Vermont.  3-3 

"OOSE  COMB  RED  and  S.  C.  White  Leghorn 
Jl\  chicks,  $12.1X1  per  1110;  eggs  $5.  Kellerstrass 
White  Orpington  chicks.  2Uc.  each.  Quality  guar- 
anteed.      Myron  J.  Morse,  East  Berlin,  Conn.  4-1 


BABY  CHICKS  — S.  C.  White  Leghorns  and 
White  Wyandottes,  ten  and  fifteen  cents  each 
respectively.  Shipped  any  where.  Safe  arrival  guar- 
anteed.      Woodlands  Farm,  Box  F,  loua,  N.  J.  4-1 

WHITE  Wyandotte,  White  Leghorn,  R.  I.  Red, 
Barred  Rock  eggs  and  baby  chicks.  Custom 
hatching.   Cliff  Poultry  Yards,  Yantic,  Conn.  4-1 


BARRED  Rock  chicks:  trapnested  stock.  Circu- 
lar.  U.  Wright,  Ilolden  St.,  Worcester.  Mass.  2 

TJHODE  ISLAND  RED  baby  chicks,  15  cents 
-l-i  each.   Farm  bred  stock;  great  layers. 
 A.  L.  Anderson.  Windham  Depot,  N.  H.  4-1 

CHICK  FEED. 


DON'T  TURN  YOUR  CHICKS  Into  fertil- 
izers. Let  them  live  to  fill  the  egg  basket  and 
the  frying  pan.  Use  Orr's  Chick  Feed.  The  greatest 
article  now  offered.  It's  the  utmost  In  a  chick  teed. 
Sound  and  sweet;  will  not  get  musty:  aids  In  pre- 
venting white  diarrliea.  Send  for  circular  and  price 
list.  Wm.  Orr  d:  Sons,  Orr's  Alills,  N.  Y. 


SCOTCH  COLLIES  AND  I>ALMATI.4NS, 
(coach  dogs)  tlie  gentleman's  kind;  peilljireed 


and  eligible  to  registration.  I'rescent  Farms, 
Home  of  tlie  Indian  Game,  So.  Dnxbury,  Ma^.s. 


41 


DUCKS. 


WHITE  EGG.  English,  Indian  Runner  ducks. 
Real  egg  machines.   No  better  tlock  in  New 
England.   Eggs,  12,  t3:  4U,  t8:  KIO,  *I5. 

Dr.  N.  W.  S.mboru,  R  3-24,  Uolilen.  Mass. 


CROCK KORD'S  Indian  Runners.  Fawn  and 
White.   Layers  of  white  eggs.  .Standard  bred; 
prizes  at  best  shows.      Crockford,  Bristol,  K  I.  4-1 

WHITE  RUNNER  DUCKS,PR1ZE  WIN- 
NERS. Boston  Show,  191:!.  Wondei  ful  lay- 
ers. Eggs  fi'om  best  pens,  per  12.  S.  C.  Ancnna 
eggs,  $1.5(1  per  13.  Silver  Camplne  eggs,  per  13. 
Fawn  and  Wliite  Kunner  eggs,  $1.50  per  12.  From 
thoroughbretl,  splendid  stock. 

Tewana  Poultry  Farm,  Standish,  Mass.  4  1 


E 

13. 


NGLI.SH  Kunner  Ducks.  Walton  strain:  won- 
derful layers  of  pure  while  eggs.    Eggs  t2  per 
F.  Uolbrook,  New  Canaan,  Conn.  3-2 


X?UNNER  Ducks;  V.aleutine's.  12  eggs  $1.25:  24 
XV  $2.  Cir.    R.  Richmond,  R.  C,  Windsor.  Vt.  4-1 


M 


USCOVY  Duck  egr&s.  prize  winning  stork,  $1 
per  dozen.   Geo.  F.  Stone,  Littleton,  Mass.  4-1 


HITE  Indian  Kunner  Ducks,  12  eggs  *2.2.5.  ICO 
e^gs  $15.  H.  Schowe,  Jr.,  New  Bremen,  O.  3-3 


INDIAN 
duck:  tt 


RUNNER  DUCKS  — The  coming 
they  outlay  all  others;  try  them  and  be 
convinced.  Eggs,  $1.25  for  12:  $7  per  1(10.  White  egg 
strain;  get  In  early;  booking  orders  now. 

Oliver  Hoover,  Riverside,  Pa.  3-3 

INDIAN  RUNNER  DUCK  EGGS  for  sale. 
C.  H.  Bemis,  Granby,  Mass.  4-1 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  wlU  benefit  you— please  tliem— and  help  as. 
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Farm-Poultry 
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that  if  equal  numbers  of  each  breed  were 
compared  the  results  would  be  diflerent 
from  those  which  Mr.  Ely  got. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  the  question  was 
the  relative  cost  of  preparing  cockerels 
for  market. 

Mr.  C.  Bloomfield  recommended  any 
poultry  farmer  who  wishetl  to  combine 
table  poultry  with  egg  production  to  keep 
White  I^eghorns  for  egg  laying,  and  Bull' 
Orpingtons  or  some  other  breed  croaseil 
with  the  Game  for  table  poultry.  He  had 
topped  the  market  with  birds  of  the  Game 
cross. 

Mr.  G.  E.  0.  Craft  said  he  had  never 
got  12s.  Gd.  a  pair  for  cockerels.  He  had 
got  4s.  Ikl.  each  from  private  consiimers, 
but  everybody  could  not  get  into  touch 
with  private  consumers,  and  in  the  mar- 
ket they  got  less  than  5s.  per  pair  more 
often  than  above  it.  (Hear,  hear!)  A 
cockerel  had  to  be  kept  for  six  months  at 
iy>d.  per  week  before  it  could  be  sold.  If 
he  knew  his  cockerels  from  his  pullets,  as 
soon  as  they  ('ame  out  of  the  shell  he 
would  kill  every  cockerel  stone  dead, 
(l.aughter. ) 

Mr.  W.  H.  Forsyth  said  that  selliiig 
cockerels  at  six  weeks  or  two  months  paid 
better  than  fattening.  A  few  might  be 
kept  to  sell  for  breeding,  but  the  sooner  a 
man  got  rid  of  his  cockerels  the  more 
money  he  would  make  at  poultry  farming. 

Mr.  Craft  said  the  Game  cross  was  un- 
doubtedly the  best  table  bird.  He  bred 
those  birds  every  year,  and  exhibited 
them  at  shows  to  let  people  know  the 
best  table  poultry;  but  he  did  not  state 
what  they  cost  him. 

Mr.  L.  Ducat  suggested  that  a  vote  be 
taken  as  to  whether  next  year  the  heavy 
breeds  be  tested  against  the  light  ones 
in  the  competitions  in  separate  sections. 
The  financial  results  might  be  surprising. 

Mr.  Woolnough  considered  that  as 
they  had  to  put  up  with  50%  of  cockerels, 
the  remedy  lay  in  bringing  the  producers 
of  table  poultry  more  in  touch  with  the 
consumers.  The  public  did  not  want 
young  leghorn  cockerels  or  scraggy  old 
hens  from  the  auction  rooms. 

Mr.  Stephens  had  been  poultry  farming 
for  a  living  for  fifteen  years.  He  consid- 
ered the  best  thing  to  do  with  young 
roosters  was,  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
distinguished  from  pullets,  to  boil  them 
down  to  feed  the  pullets.    (Laughter. ) 

Mr.  F.  J.  Brierley  said  a  cockerel 


hatched  in  November  was  not  worth  any- 
thing, but  one  hatched  in  June,  July,  or 
August  was  a  valuable  asset  to  the  farm. 
(Hear,  bear! )  He  sent  757tJ  of  his  (cock- 
erels to  market.  Cockerels  hatched  at 
the  proper  time  should  not  be  condenmed. 

Mr.  I'otts  said  that  a  wrillen  ballot  of 
the  competitors  would  be  taken  as  to 
whether  a  test  of  heavy  versus  light 
breeds  shoukl  be  made. 

Mr.  Lang  asketl  whether  anyone  pres- 
ent had  liad  experience  of  capom/.ing 
foghorn  cockerels. 

Mr.  J.  Stewart  said  lip  lutd  caponized 
Leghorn  cockerels,  and  found  they  ditl 
not  improve  at  all.  It  i)aid  with  the 
heavy  breeds,  but  not  with  leghorns. 

Comments  by  the  Committee. 

The  committee  classed  this  paper  as  the 
best  of  those  sent  in.  It  was  submitted 
non-competitively,  and  was  therefore  not 
considered  for  the  prize.  The  committee 
wished  to  specially  endorse  the  writer's 
remarks  in  regard  to  selling  table  poultry 
direct  to  the  consumer.  The  four  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  who  had  had 
practical  experience  of  caponizing,  sup- 
ported the  statement  tliat  it  was  an  ad- 
vantage at  all  times,  even  with  the  light 
breeds,  unless  the  latter  were  to  be  sold 
at,  say,  three  and  a  half  months  or 
younger,  or  the  heavy  breed  cockerel  at 
under,  say,  four  and  a  half  mouths.  As 
a  means  of  carrying  cockerels  profitably 
over  the  glut  and  low  prices  usual  after 
Christmas  until  the  good  markets  towards 
Easter,  the  committee  recommended  ca- 
ponizing to  the  attention  of  poultry 
farmers. 


Revised. 


That  oft  asked  query  I'll  repeat, 
"  Why  (Joes  a  chicken  cross  the  street?" 
I  know  what  you  are  going  to  say: 
You'll  answer  in  the  same  old  way 
That  minstrels  did  In  days  of  yore. 

You're  wrong.   The  chicken  I've  In  mind 
Upon  gay  Broadway  you  will  find. 
Across  the  crowded  street  she'll  glide, 
Because  upon  the  other  side 
She  sees  a  millinery  store. 

—  Judge. 

OCULUM  is  a  sure  cure  for  sick  fowls- 
a  free  trial.    Ad.  page  109. 


Except  in  Vermont. 


To  the  Editor  of  Farm-Poui.tiiv: — 
Sir: — 111  a  nice,  (|ui('t,  almost 
lady-like  letter  of  appreciation 
which  1  .sent  your  oateeiiu'd  |)cri- 
odical  some  time  ago,  and  whicb  yon 
kindly  jjuljlishcd,  I  iiieiilinncd  iiiciilcii- 
tally  in  the  course  of  reminiscences  of 
l)oiiltry  matters,  and  espe(;ially  regarding 
open  front  houses,  cloth  front  houses, 
etc.,  the  <:iiHC  of  a  cha|)  down  in  Wirmont 
who  made  the  astounding  stalcinent  some 
years  ago  that  he  kept  liens  in  a  house 
with  curtains  and  no  glass  front  or  other 
l)rotection  during  a  winter  vlini  llu-  Ihrr- 
iiiumtlvr  fell  to  ;J0°  below  zero,  iiud  hia  rliiclc- 
I'lix'  comb.t  were  never  nipped! 

I  called  no  names  and  had  almost  for- 
gotten about  the  matter  until  I  saw  in  the 
current  March  number  a  .statement  from 
a  man  in  Vermont  —  presumably  the 
same  man  —  in  which  he  refers  to  me  as 
worrying  about  him,  and  casting  doubts 
on  my  ai)ility  to  judge  of  New  l*>ngiuinl 
weather  because  1  live  in  Cbi('ago.  I 
think  also  he  called  me  some  liad  names, 
intliiectly,  but  of  course  I  don't  mind 
that. 

Having  been  born  in  New  England, 
having  passed  several  winters  in  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire,  and  some  twenty 
odd  in  and  about  Boston,  it  occurs  to  me 
that  possibly  I  am  qualified  to  pass  an 
opinion  on  New  England  weather,  even 
though  I  do  live  near  Chicago  at  the 
present  time. 

The  weak  point  in  my  case  is,  undoubt- 
edly, the  fact  that  I  have  never  live<l  in 
Vermont.  This  is  indeed  a  serious  hand- 
icap. Consequently,  I  am  able  to  speak 
from  personal  experience  only  regarding 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
setts, where  I  have  lived  during  many 
winters.  I  could  also  testify  as  to  winter 
weather,  from  personal  experience,  in 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 

I  see  that  I  have  been  rash  and  that  I 
have  forgotten  all  the  teachings  of  my 
youth.  I  generalized  hastily.  I  knew 
that  hens  would  freeze  combs  protected 
merely  by  a  muslin  cloth  front  house  at  a 
temperature  of  30°  below  zero  in  Maine, 
in  New  Hampshire,  in  Massachusetts,  in 
Illinois,  and  in  Wisconsin.  I  rashly  as- 
sumed that  hens  under  similar  circum- 
stances would  do  the  same  in  Vermont! 


In  fact,  but  for  the  slaU'iiient  from  our 
veracious  friend  in  \'erniont,  1  would 
have  taken  my  oath  that  hens  would 
freeze  combs  in  N'ermont  under  precisely 
similar  conditions  as  in  surrounding 
states.  I  would  even  have  gone  so  far  as 
to  assert  that  the  political  divisions  of  the 
country  had  no  edect  on  physical  i.he- 
nomena.  I  should  even  have  bw'ii  rash 
enough  to  as.sert  that  it  was  men-ly  a 
(|uestion  of  loss  of  the  fowls'  bloo.l  heat, 
lowering  of  temperature  by  radiation  in 
Rurroiinding  cold,  and  that  boundary 
lines  C)f  stales  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question.  Hut  I  see  my  error  now.  N'er- 
mont is  an  exception  to  the  rule,  and 
combs  may  freeze  and  freeze,  but  the 
miruite  the  sacred  soil  of  N'ermont  is 
reach(!d,  coml)8  freeze  no  longer  —  in 
muslin  front  houses  at  :!U'^  Fahrenheit, 
below  zero. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  much  of  tljc  cur- 
rent theory  of  chickenology  will  have  to 
be  rewritten  somewhat  as  f<jlloWs: 

(1)  .  A  disaiJvantage  of  a  curtain  front 
is  that  it  excludes  direct  sunlight,  which 
is  the  Ijest  germ  ilcstroyer  and  vivilier 
known  for  animal  life,  (exr.ejit  in  W  rinont, 
where  a  curtain  does  not  exclude  sun- 
light). 

(2)  .  A  wet  curtain,  8ub(-e(|uently 
frozen,  admius  no  air  ff)r  circulation  {ex- 
cept in  Vennord,  where  it  does). 

(3)  .  Winter  sun  is  the  Ijest  as.set  for  a 
well  constructed  poultry  house  (except  in 
Vermoid,  where  the  sun  acts  contrary  to 
the  regular  rule). 

(-1).  The  most  satisfactory  condition 
for  winter  poultry  housing  is  a  ventilated 
house,  provided  with  large  glass  windows 
admitting  sunlight;  a  litter  of  light  stuff 
into  which  grain  is  fed,  and  in  which 
chickens  scratch  vigorously  —  in  fresh  air 
and  sunlight — all  day  long  (excipl  in 
Veviiionl,  where  chickens  don't  need  sun). 

E.  L.  C.  Mouse. 

Chicago,  Mar.  10,  1913. 


Mr.  Morse's  case  begins  to  take  on  a 
tragic  aspect.  His  memory  is  so  very 
unreliable  that  he  ought  not  to  trust  it. 
I^ike  "a  woman  convinced  against  her 
will,"  he  holds  to  opinions  which  have 
been  shown  to  be  wrong  again  and  again. 
Years  ago  he  tried  what  he  called  an  open 
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AMMOTH  Pekln,  Indian  Runner,  and  Rouen 
eggs  $1  per  11.  Rupraeht  Bros.,  Pulaski,  N.  Y.2 


r>JDIAN  Runner  ducks'  eggs.  G8od  as  the  best. 
Write  Crystal  Springs  Farm,  So.  Waterford,  Me.  1 

INDIAN  RUNNER  Duck  eggs.  Have  one  of  the 
finest  flocks  in  America.   Eggs  7c.  each,  $5  per 
100.   Can  supply  any  number. 

Rocky  Glen  Poultry  Farm,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  4-1 

FAWN  INDIAN  RUNNKR  Drakes  for  sale. 
Price  J1.5U,  if2.00  and  $:i.OO.   Ribbon  winners  at 
Providence.   Pure  white  eggs  $1.50  for  12,  $8  per  100. 

John  W.  Chase,  Swansea,  Mass.  4-1 


c 


1AN  rlLL,  LARGE  orders  for  Indian  Runner 
duck  eggs  and  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn  chicks. 

M.  Lyster,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont.  4-2 

BELLA  VISTA  FARM  Imperial  Mammoth 
Pekln  ducks;  winners  at  Madison  Square  fiar- 
den  and  Stamford,  Conn.  Eges  for  hatching,  $2  per 
12.  Bella  Vista  Farm,  Greenwich,  Conn.  4-4 

TYLI.SH  WHITE  RUNNERS.   Eggs,  $3  and 
$5  per  dozen.  Miss  Little.  Clyde,  N.  Y. 


ECCS. 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING  from  birds  that  win 
and  breed  winners.   S.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds 
and  Columbian  Wyandottes.  Day  old  chicks  in  Reds. 

C.W.  Cireen,  Amherst,  N.  H.  3-3 


E 


GGS  — G.  S.  Bantams,  S.  C.  Reds,  B.  Rocks.  S. 
Camplnes.   D.  S.  Brownell,  Springfield,  Vt.  3-2 


"DOSE  and  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  from 
-tV  pens  headed  by  Ist  cock  and  1st  c'k'l,  Boston, 
lal3,  containing  also  winners  of  Ists  at  Providence 
and  Brockton.  Eggs,  $3  a  sitting;  2  sittings,  OUier 
matings,  same  blood  and  good  birds,  eggs  $2;  3  sit- 
tings 15;  also  first  class  Buff  Rocks,  same.  Baby 
chicks.   Nathan  B.  Hartford,  Bournedale,  Mass.  3-2 

WHITE  HOLLAND  TURKEY  EGGS  $4 
per  11;  tenth  year.  Rose  Comb  White  Leg- 
horn eggs  $1.50  per  15.  Best  laying  strain.  Fertility 
guaranteed.  F.  L.  Morse,  Hancock,  Vt.  3-2 

MAINE  bred  stock.  Circular  free.  R.  I.  Reds, 
Barred  Rocks,  White  Leghorns  and  White  Run- 
ner Ducks  bred  from  heavy  laying  trapnested  stock. 
Eggs,  chicks,  cockerels.    Prices  low. 

Oak  Hill  Poultry  Co.,  Winterport,  Maine.  4-1 


s 


C.  W.  and  B.  Leghorn  and  Indian  Runner  duck 
•  eggs,  13,  M.   A.  B.  Carter,  N.  Attleboro,  Mass.  1 


BARRED  ROCKS.  Columbian  Rocks,  and  Co- 
lumbian Wyandottes.  Eggs,  1  sitting  $4;  2  sit- 
tings $7;  3  sittings  $9.  Circular.  Money  worth  Poul- 
try Farm,  Samuel  Davis,  Prop.,  Warner,  N.  H.  4-1 

"  "IJ^AIRY  "  Fawn  Indian  Runner  eggs,  $1  per 
I-  15.  Ducklings.  White  Leghorn,  Barred  Rock 
eggs,  $4  per  100.       Geo.  Fabel,  Tui-nervllle,  Ct.  4-1 


EGGS  for  hatching  %l  per  15.   Wyckoff  and  Blan- 
chard  S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  and  Fishel  White 
Rocks.  Large  birds  bred  to  lay. 

Mrs.  W.  N.  Sandberg,  R.  F.  D.  7,  Norwich,  Conn.  4-1 

"OOSE  COMB  B.  MINORCA  eggs,  *3  per  13. 
-HV  English  S.  C.  White  Leghorn  eggs  $3  per  13. 
R.  I.  Red  eggs,  $2  per  13. 

C.  H.  Lee,  Readvllle,  Mass.  4-2 

GAMES. 

WHITE  INDIAN  GAME,  Buff  Orpingtons, 
and  genuine  Pit  Games.   Stock  and  eggs. 
Crescent  Farms,  witli  a  reputation  for  high  class 
poultry  and  dogs.  South  Duxbury,  Mass.  4-1 

 GUINEAS.  

PEARL  GUINEAS— Pairs,  $2  to  $4;  15  eggs,  $2. 
Farm  reared  and  very  tame. 

Miss  Little,  Clyde,  N.  Y. 

 HOUDANS.  

HOUDAN  eggs  from  the  kind  that  win,  *L00 
per  13.   H.  Merriam,  Ashburnham,  Mass.  3-3 

HOUDANS.     Proprietor  of  all  of  Petersen's. 
Book  20c.   Dr.  Wight,  Bolster's  Mills,  Me.  4-3 

k*"|V/rODEL  HOUDANS."  Guaranteed.  They 
-ItL  are  bred  for  vigor,  shape,  size,  and  heavy 
laying  ability.  Remarkable  in  color;  splendid  In  de- 
tail. Won  this  season  at  Madison  Sq.,  Pittsburg,  Ha- 
gerstown  etc.  We  never  had  a  dissatisfied  customer. 
Write  to  the  Houdan  Yards,  Sewlckley,  Penn.  41 

 JAVAS.  

BLACK  JAVAS  —  Write  for  catalogue  before 
buying  stock  or  eggs.   Best  stock  in  the  coun- 
try. G.  M.  Mathews,  Brocton,  N.  Y. 


LAKENVELDERS. 


A/TY  LAKENVELDERS  have  won  the  blue 
.It-L  wherever  exhibited  this  year.  Eggs,  $3  to  $5 
per  15.     Dr.  Frank  U.  Washburn,  Holden,  Mass.  4-2 


LANCSHANS. 


I>OBINSON'S  LANGSHAN.S.  Black,  White. 
V  Top  notchers  for  eggs,  meat  and  fancy.  Win- 
ners at  Boston  and  other  large  New  England  shows. 
Fertility  guaranteed.    Write  for  mating  list. 

J.  S.  Robinson,  .South  Weymouth,  Mass.  4-2 


LEGHORNS. 


C1UOICE  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns.  Heavy  layers. 
^  Boston  winners.   C.  B.  Travis,  Brighton,  Mass. 

BLANCHARD'S  S.  C.  Whites  lay  236  eggs  a 
year  and  win;  eggs,  $1,  15;  $5,  100;  chicks,  $10, 
100.   Cir.     G.  D.  Bedell,  Clinton  Corners,  N.  Y.  3-3 


1:>ROWN  LEGHORN  COCKERELS  of  good 
J   shape,  color,  and  size,  $3  to  $C  each  from  the 
most  noted  line  in  America. 

Grove  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  Box  606,  Waltham,  Mass. 

MERIHEW'S  BUFF  LEGHORNS  win  at 
Madison  Square,  1913,  5i"egular  and  6  special 
prizes.  All  first  prizes  N.  Y.  State  Fair,  1912.  Also 
silver  cup.  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  1913.  Utility  or  exhibition 
breeding  males  and  pens.  Eggs  for  hatching.  Write. 
Free  mating  list  and  fifteen  year  show  recoril. 

L.  E.  Merihew,  Marathon,  N.  Y,  2-3 

"I^OSE  COMB  BUFF  LEGHORNS  — Eleven 
-LV  years  without  a  setter.  Seven  ribbons  at  late 
North  Adams  Show.   Stock  and  eggs  for  sale. 

J.  E.  Skellle,  Cambridge,  N.  Y.  2-3 

SC.  WHITE  Leghorns.  Baby  chicks  and  eggs 
•  for  hatching.  Prize  winners  at  Stroudsburg, 
Pa.,  1912.  Baby  chicks,  $10  per  100.  Eggs,  $5  per 
100.      Uncas  P.  Farm,  Delaware  Water  Ga|),  Pa.  2-4 

EGGS  FROM  FIRST  CLASS,  heavy  laying. 
Single  Comb  White  Leghorns,  )iialed  to  males 
from  Young's  best  pens.  $1.50  per  setting;  ^'C  per  100. 
Grand  breeding  stock  for  sale. 

Webster  Kuney,  Box  A,  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  3-2 

Q  C.  W.  LEGHORNS,  world's  greatest  layers. 
IO«  Breeding  stock  selected  yearlings.  Eggs  $1.50 
per  16.  Al  Judd,  Oneonla.  N.  V.  3-4 

BLACK  LEGHORNS  — Five  firsts,  four  sec- 
onds on  eight  entries  at  Boston  and  Holyoke. 
Eggs,  $2  and  $3  per  sItUng;  $5  per  100. 

J.  T.  Kelleher,  107  Walte  St.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

SC.  WHITE  Leghorn  Eggs.    Circular  free. 
•  Wayside  Poultry  Farm,  North  Truro,  Mass.  3-2 

~pOSE  COMB  White  Leghorns.  15  eggs  $1;  100 
-tV   eggs  $5.    H.  Schowe,  Jr.,  New  Bremen,  O.  3-3 

BROWN  Leghorns  and  S.  C.  R.  I.  Reds.  Large 
bens,  free  range  raised;  good  stock.  13  eggs  $1; 
100  eggs  $5.         J.  R.  Hat<'h,  Cllftondale,  Mass.  3-3 
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R.  C.  BROWN  Leg.  eggs,  SI..50.  Silver  cup, 
Portland.   J.  L.  Woodbury,  Cornish,  Me.  4-1 


LANTERMAN'S  Ideal  S.  C.  W.  Leghorn  eggs 
$1.50  per  15.   Fertility  guaranteed.  Circular. 
W.  D.  Lanterman,  \'S^  Center  St.,  E.  Stroudsburg,  Pa. 


^-  LEGHORNS,  farm  raised 

O  v'"  breeding  stock,  selected  yearling  hens,  and 
unrelated  prize  cockerels,  some  of  which  won  ribbons 
at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  poultry  show,  1913.  Egg.i  after  Apr. 
25th,  $4  per  100.  Baby  chlxs,  after  Apr.  2oth,  $10  per  100. 
Willow  Brook  Egg  Farm,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  4-1 

IMPORTED  WORLD'S  RECORD.  Photo- 
graphs free.   Large  and  quiet.    College  record 
for  greatest  winter  layers  of  big  eggs. 

Carroll  Loring,  Rural  one,  Dedham,  Mass.  4-1 

C  C.  WHITE  Leghorns;  splendid  winter  layers, 
io.  15  eggs  $1;  liX),  $6.  R.  H.  Sage,  Hartsdale,  N.  Y.  2 


'Y*  C.  BROWN  Leghorns  that  won  two  firsts, 
-1-V»  one  second,  one  third  at  East  Hartford  show, 
1913.    Eggs  $1.50  per  sitting. 

A.  D.  Reed,  01  Annawan  St.,  Hartford,  Conn.  4-1 


Q    C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS.   Winners  recent 
IO»  shows.  Choice  yearlings  $1;  pullets  $1.25;  males 
$2,  $3,  85.  13  eggs  $1.  J.  LIghtfoot.  Dei  by,  Conn.  4-1 
Member  National  White  Leghorn  Club. 


rpHOROUGHBRED  R.  and  S.  C.  Buffs.  Eggs 
X  SI  sit;  100,  $4.      L.  Schell,  Schoharie,  N.  Y.  4-1 

C.  BROAVN  Leghorns:  prize  stock.  15  eggs 
$2.    Maplewood  Poultry  Yards,  Milton,  Vt.  1 


MALE  HELP  WANTED. 

"OAILWAY  MAIL  CLERKS  wanted:  $900 
-LV  first  year,  promotion  to  $I8(XJ.  I'^xumlnatlons 
May  3d  In  every  state.  Connnon  education  sulliclent 
with  my  coaching.  Full  Information  free.  Write  for 
booklet  V  92.  Earl  Hopkins,  Washington,  D.  C. 


MINORCAS. 


BLACK  MINORCA  eggs  $3  per  sit.:  cockerels. 
R.  Stoi  y,  1H7  Arlington  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


I >  LACK  (both  combs)  eggs  and  baby  chicks.  Cat- 
J  alogue.    Etwlnoma  Farms,  Hampton,  N.  Y.  3-2 

ALLEN'S  ROSE  COMB  Black  Alluorcas  again 
winners  at  Madison  Garden,  1913.    Fine  stock 
for  sale;  both  combs.     M.  V.  Allen,  Ovid,  N.  Y.  3-2 

SINGLE  Comb  White  MInorcas.  Scores  of  satis- 
fled  customers.  Eggs  $1.50  per  16.  Also  White 
Wyandotte  eggs  $1  per  15.  Write  for  further  Infor- 
maUon.  W.  E.  Rice,  Spartansburg,  Penn.  2-3 

SINGLE  COMB  Black  MInorcas  exclusively. 
(Northup  strain).   Eggs  $1.50  per  15:  $7  per  100. 
Baby  chicks,  26c.  ea.   B.  0.  Deyo,  New  Paltz,  N.  Y.  2-3 

T>    C.  BLACK  MINORCA  COCKERELS, 
t»   $3  each.  Nice  stock.  Eggs  for  hat<  liing  from 
some  good  mating,  at  $1  per  sitting. 

N.  P.  Berard,  Swansea  Center,  Mass.  4-1 

/"1HOICE  PEN  R.  C.  BLACK  MINORCAS. 

\->  NorUmp  strain.  Free  range  stock,  large  birds 
with  beautiful  green  sheen.  Won  Ist  cockerel,  1st 
pullet,  2  pen  Albany  Poultry  Show,  1913.  Eggs,  $1.50 
per  15;  $t  per  50.  After  April  1.5tli,  $1  per  15;  *«  per  100. 
Willow  Brook  Kgg  Farm,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  4-1 

Q  C.  BLACK  Minorca  eggs,  $2  and  $3  a  sitting. 
IO»  Danbury,  Bridgeport,  Waterbury  winners,  1912. 
Mating  list  free.     U.  K.  Wlnans,  Lakevllle.  Ct.  4-2 
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front  house,  with  unsatisfactory  results. 
His  house  was  not  an  open  front  house  of 
the  kind  rhat  gives  the  results  which  many 
people  whose  capacity  to  tell  the  truth 
plainly  is  equal  to,  and  whose  experience 
with  poultry  is  very  much  greater  than 
his,  declare  will  give  the  results  which  to 
liim  seem  incredible.  His  attitude  in 
this  matter  is  about  as  rational  as  that  of 
a  man  who  sampled  a  bad  tasting  speci- 
men of  a  fruit  new  to  him  and  ever  after 
declared  that  all  fruit  of  that  kind  had 
the  taste  he  remembered. 

Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Morse  belongs  to  a 
profession  supposed  to  include  none  but 
gentlemen  and  men  of  a  relatively  high 
mental  ability  and  culture,  I  am  a  little 
at  a  loss  how  to  take  his  letter.  I  am  not 
fully  able  to  decide  whether  he  means  it 
is  a  serious  contribution  or  a  specimen  of 
his  finest  wit ;  whether  he  really  believes 
what  he  says,  or  is  trying  to  see  what 
limit  of  folly  in  a  contribution  will  get  by 
the  editor  of  a  poultry  paper,  or  merely 
spins  out  a  little  stufl"  occasionally  for  the 
sake  of  seeing  it  in  print.  I  am  not  able 
to  discover  any  direct  or  indirect  hard 
names  for  Mr.  5lorse  in  the  short  letter 
from  Mr.  Chandler.  In  the  "  nice,  quiet, 
almost  lady-like"  epistle  from  ]Mr.  Morse 
are  references  to  the  "gullibility"  oi  the 
editor  and  the  "mendacity"  of  a  "chap" 
in  \'ermont.  The  short  and  ugly  word  is 
also  there. 

For  his  own  sake,  and  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  his  knowledge  of  things  that 
are  not  so,  Mr.  ^lorse  ought  to  take  a 
vacation  in  some  cold  winter  and  spend 
it  in  a  pilgrimage  in  search  of  open  houses 
where  the  hens'  combs  do  not  freeze. 


The  Home  Poultry  Book. 


"The  Home  Poultry  Book,"  by  Ed- 
ward L.  Farrington.  McBride,  Nast  & 
Company,  Publishers,  Xew  York;  172 
pages,  numerous  illustrations.    Price  81. 

This  book  is  described  in  the  i)reface  as 
"designed  first  and  last  for  the  amateur 
who  has  no  time  or  inclination  to  read 
technical  and  semi-technical  books  on 
poultry  keeping,"  a  book  which  "aims 
to  tell  the  man  with  a  few  hens  what  to 
do  and  how  to  do  it."  As  we  understand 
the  English  language,  these  statements 
conflict.    A  book  which  tells  what  to  do 


and  how  to  do  it  is  a  technical  Ijook. 
The  book  that  does  it  best  is  the  most 
technical.  A\'e  would  describe  the  book 
rather  as  an  amateur  poultry  keeper's 
book  for  amateurs  of  less  experience,  or 
perhaps  one  amateur's  effort  to  clearly 
present  his  view  of  the  subject,  as  it  really 
interests  amateurs. 

While  a  readable  book  with  a  great 
deal  of  merit,  this  book  has  the  limita- 
tions and  the  small  faults  of  a  book  of  its 
class.  It  will  not  lead  any  amateur  far 
astray,  yet  it  will  often  leave  many  very 
much  in  doubt  as  to  what  to  do  when  a 
more  complete  presentation  of  the  subject 
would  enable  them  to  decide  intelligently. 
A  book  presented  as  a  book  for  those  who 
have  not  time  or  inclination  to  study  so 
simple  a  subject  as  poultry  keeping  for 
the  amateur,  really  appeals  to  one  of  the 
besetting  fallacies  of  the  amateur  —  the 
idea  that  he  can  get  what  knowledge  of 
the  subject  he  needs  easier  from  a  book 
or  article  that  he  reads  easily  than  from 
one  that  he  must  study  with  more  care. 
A  book  that  makes  this  appeal  has  a 
peculiar  attraction  for  the  average  be- 
ginner who  has  no  thought  of  being  any- 
thing but  an  amateur,  but  it  does  not 
grow  in  favor  with  use,  as  does  a  more 
complete  work  from  which  he  can  learn 
whatever  he  needs  to  know. 

While,  as  has  been  said,  there  is  noth- 
ing here  to  lead  an  amateur  far  from  the 
right  track,  tliere  are  many  general  state- 
ments made  which  many  persons  will 
quickly  find  do  not  suit  their  cases,  and 
there  are  also  numerous  instances  where 
the  views  expressed  by  the  author,  while 
quite  common,  are  not  in  accord  with  the 
'views  of  those  most  fully  informed  upon 
the  matters  mentioned.  Some  of  these 
statements  simply  reflect  a  passing  fad  or 
temporary  condition. 

Thus  the  amateur  who  does  not  want 
to  grow  chicks  is  advised  that  buying 
pullets  in  the  fall  solves  his  problem. 
The  amateur  will  find  that  buying  each 
year  to  get  just  such'  pullets  as  he  wants 
is  in  itself  quite  a  troublesome  problem. 
In  fact,  if  it  was  so  satisfactory  nearly 
everybody  would  be  doing  it. 

The  amateur  is  further  advised  that 
dry  mash  feeding  will  probably  be  the 
most  satisfactory  for  him,  and  is  warned 
that  the  tendency  is  to  feed  too  much 
grain.  The  advice  to  limit  grain  feeding 
so  that  the  birds  will  eat  more  dry  mash 


is  not,  as  a  rule,  good  advice.  It  is  far 
safer  to  use  the  opposite  rule. 

In  a  chapter  on  "  Some  Open  .Secrets" 
the  remarkable  statement  is  made  that: 
"If  milk  is  fed  to  chickens  it  should 
always  be  sweet  or  always  sour.  It  is  the 
alternating  of  sweet  and  sour  milk  that 
causes  trouble."  There  is  absolutely 
nothing  in  this.  If  anyone  thought  his 
experience  indicated  it  he  was  in  error. 


Poultry  House  Floors. 


Very  often  a  considerable  amount  of 
labor  and  material  is  put  into  fowl  house 
floors,  the  main  portions  of  both  of  which 
are,  in  the  general  run,  quite  unneces- 
sary. When  the  floor  of  a  stable  is  put 
in,  it  must  be  of  solid  construction  to 
withstand  the  stamping  of  the  horses. 
With  cattle  or  pigs,  watertight  materials 
must  be  used,  so  as  to  throw  ofi  the  mois- 
ture. Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  each  of 
these  floors  is  put  in  with  a  definite  pur- 
pose— one  to  withstand  weight;  the  other 
moisture. 

A  few  days  ago  I  was  passing  a  farm 
in  which  a  fowl  house  was  being  put  up. 
Eight  inch  deals  were  being  used  as  cor- 
ner supports  to  carry  the  roof,  and  in  the 
floor  a  six  inch  bed  of  cement  concrete 
was  being  rammed  in.  That  house  was 
costing  what  three  or  four  should  have 
done,  and  there  were  the  disadvantages 
of  fairly  high  perches  and  very  hard 
floors.  If  birds  of  heavy  breeds  were 
kept,  they  would  come  down  with  a 
plump  on  the  floor  in  the  morning,  per- 
haps at  the  cost  of  a  broken  leg;  certainly 
with  the  prospect  of  being  speedily  bum- 
blefooted.  The  reason  given  for  this  hard 
floor  was  that  it  might  be  more  easily 
swept  out. 

Now,  how  much  better  would  it  have 
been  if  that  floor  had  been  made  by  well 
rammed  earth  in  a  semi-moist  condition, 
so  that  it  would  bind,  and  when  it  was 
dry  covered  over  with  a  shallow  coating 
of  drie<l  earth  or  ashes.  These  are  far 
better  for  use  on  a  floor  than  peat  moss 
litter,  though  the  latter  is  so  very  often 
advocated.  If  the  floor  is  damp,  use  peat 
moss,  but  remember  that  the  cause  of  the 
damp  floor  is  either  drainage  or  bad  [con- 
struction, and  peat  moss  has  disinfectant 
value.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that 
fowl  manure  is  of  very  considerable  value, 


and  that  this  may  be  rendere<l  non-etiec  - 
tive  by  means  of  the  acidity  in  the  f>eat 
moss,  unless  it  is  spread  and  decayed  for 
an  extended  period;  whereas,  dry  earth 
conserves  every  scrap  of  the  manurial 
value  in  the  fowls'  excreta,  and  it  is  a 
fine  deodorizer  as  well.  There  may  Ik; 
some  disadvantages  with  earth  floors, 
such  as  that  of  rats  working  in  under, 
but  if  some  gas  tar  is  poured  into  the 
hole  and  the  earth  is  rammed  tight  again, 
when  that  rat  has  extricated  itself  out  of 
this  mixture  of  tar  and  earth  it  speedily 
makes  up  its  mind  as  to  nevermore. 

As  a  rule,  a  fixed  poultry  hoase  on  a 
farm  soon  becomes  an  abomination,  as 
there  are  so  many  things  that  will  take 
up  a  farmer's  time  just  when  the  small 
items  have  to  be  considered.  A  movable 
house  is  like  a  lx)ndon  crowd  —  readily 
moved  on.  In  these  the  floors  are  either 
constructed  of  wooden  boards,  or,  more 
often,  the  floor  consists  of  the  surface  of 
the  field.—  The  Rural  World,  (England). 


S.  J.  Hopper  to  Stand  for  Exec= 
utive  Board. 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hopper,  Dallas,  Texas,  an- 
nounces that  he  will  not  compete  for  a 
re-election  to  the  office  of  first  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  American  Poultry  Association, 
but  will  stand  for  the  executive  board. 
He  appeals  for  votes  on  the  ground  that 
the  election  of  the  three  highest  men  on 
the  nominating  ballot,  Messrs.  Denny, 
Cleveland  and  Fishel,  would  give  the 
Xorth  and  East  undue  representation  of 
elective  officials. 


Providence  Show. 


Following  are  dates  for  1013  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Show:  Dec.  2,  3,  4,  -5,  f,,  l!tl?,. 
The  association  has  had  a  pros|)eroua 
year,  the  last  show  being  one  of  the  two 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  a.ssociation, 
with  the  largest  number  of  paid  admis- 
sions we  ever  had. 

W.  I.  Browx,  Sec'y. 


OCULUM  lessens  poultry  troubles  50% 
—a  free  trial.    Ad.  page  lt»it. 


ORPINGTONS. 


EGGS  FROM  CRYSTAL  White  Orpinstons, 
Kellerstrass  ami  Imported  stock.   Tbe  big  win- 
ter layers  and  winners.   Eggs,  $5  and  $15  for  15. 
G.  Wm.  Kreiner,  110  Main  St.,  Northampton,  Mass.l 

WHITE  AN1>  BLACK  Orpingtons  of  quality. 
Kellerstrass  and  Foxliurst  strains:  bred  for 
exUlbition  and  heavy  egg  production.  Eggs  15,  $1 ;  100, 
$6;  fertility  guar.  James  Keefer,  Mlllersburg,  Pa.  2-3 


BROCKTON  F.VIU.  1U12,  visited  by  President 
and  Mrs.  Taft.  two  1st,  two  "id,  one  M.  Heavy 
White  Orpingtons  from  Cook's  $8U  pen,  $"20  sittings, 
and  other  prize  stock.  Eggs,  $3  per  15  in  sittings  only. 
Jos.  J.  Demenkow,  37  Dover  St.,  Whitman,  Mass. 

S BUTE'S  BufiEs  won  hundreds  biues  since  '01,  in- 
cluding state  cups  best  display  Meriden  and  New 
Haven  past  two  se;isons,  Madison  S(i.  winners  com- 
peting; 15  eggs  $3;  cir.   Joshxia  Shute,  Meriden,  Ct.  2 

SINGLE  COMB  Buff  Orpingtons.    Eggs  for 
hatching  from  our  very  choice  flock.   True  Buff 
and  prolific  layers.   Also  prize  winners. 
Cherry  Meailow  Farm,  Framingham  Ctr.,  Mass.  2-3 

XTORTHBRIDGE  POULTRY  YARDS, 
-i-^  White  Orpington  eggs  and  day  old  chicks;  also 
utility  Khode  Island  Reds.  My  Orpingtons  are  Kel- 
lerstrass and  Imported  stock  direct,  i-ggs  $2.00  and 
$:{.00  per  sitting.  Winners  in  1912,  Worcester,  Provi- 
dence, Brockton,  Woonsocket,  and  everywhere  ex- 
hibited. Write  for  circular  and  mating  list  to 
John  Mackle,  Box  121,  Farnumsville,  Mass.  3-3 

WHITE  ORPINGTONS.  — Keilersti-ass  best 
stock  direct.   Eggs  from  best  matings  ^1.50 
per  setting.       Andrew  Collins,  Shusliau,  N.  Y.  3-3 

BLUE.  WHITE.  BUFF  AND  BLACK 
Orpingtons.  Eggs  and  chicks;  prices  to  suit 
everyone.  I>rop  a  postal  to  The  Whittaker  Orping- 
ton Farms,  Plaiuvllle,  Mass.  Importers  and  Ex- 
porters of  High  Class  Orpingtons.  3-3 


s, 


C.  BUFFS  our  specialty  since  1906.  Mating 
list  free.     Fayette  Miller,  BratUeboro,  Vt.  3-3 


M 


Y'  BLACKS  will  lay  and  win  prizes.  Eggs 
$1  per  13.  H.  Merrlam,  Asbburnham,  Mass.  3-3 


TiOSE  COMB  Buff,  Black  and  White  Orplng- 
JLV  tons;  Madison  Sijuare,  Boston  and  Providence 
winners.   Stock  and  eggs  for  sale. 

Chispa  Farm,  Melrose  Highlands,  Mass. 

KELLERSTRASS  Whites:  winning  str.  Eggs. 
15.  $1.50;  30.  S2.50.  F.  P.  Sherman,  Stepney,  Ct.  1 

BUFF  AND  AVHITE  Orpingtons.  Cocks,  hens, 
cockerels,  and  pullets  on  approval.  Eggs  from 
eight  grand  pens,  $2  i)er  13.  Satisfaction  guaran- 
teed.  Cuarlesmont  Farms,  South  Nashua,  N.  H.  3-2 

WHITE  Orpingtons.   Keilersti-ass  and  Owen 
Faniis  direct.  15  eggs  $3;  30  eggs  $5.  Chicks 
30  cents.   Mrs.  T.  B.  Wheeler,  West  Rutland,  Vt.  3-2 


SINGLE  COMB  WHITE  ANT)  BUFF  Or- 
pingtons; Cooks,  Hooker,  Kellerstrass  strains 
from  IJoston  winners.  Bred  from  best  layers  for  12 
years.  Eggs,  $2  per  15;  $3  per  30;  $7  per  100.  Infer- 
tiies  replaced  free.        M.  H.  Rice,  Pownal,  Vt.  4-1 

THOROUGHBRED    ROSE   COMB  White 
Orpingtons.   Eggs  for  hatcliing;  prices  reason- 
able.  Prompt  seiTice  and  satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Lambert  Poultry  Farm,  Haverhill,  Mass.  3-3 

ORPINGTONS  Wiiite  and  Buff,  Cook  and  Kel- 
lerstrass strain.   Bred  to  lay  fall  and  winter. 
5  years  open  housing.    Eggs,  $2  per  15;  ^5  per  .50. 

E.  Roth,  Vineyard  Haven,  M:iss.  4-1 

WHITE  ORPINGTONS,  Owen  Farms  direct. 
Prize  winners  and  great  layers.   Eggs,  $2 
per  13.  M.  G.  Daniels,  Windsor,  Vt.  4-2 

SC.  WHITE  ORPINGTONS.-  Lawrence 
•  Jackson  strain.  None  better.  Eggs  for  liatch- 
ing  from  a  pen  of  25  selectetl  birds,  every  one  a  good 
one.  Six  of  them  got  prizes  at  the  Bangor  show. 
Large,  fine  type:  great  layers.  Winnings  at  Bangor 
Show,  ist  pen,  2nd  cockerel,  2nd  and  4th  pullet. 
Eggs  for  hatching  $2.50  per  15. 

W.  H.  Northup,  44  Hammond  St.,  Bangor,  Me.  41 

LUE:NEW.   Picture.  Circular. 
Carroll  Loring,  Rural  one,  Dedham,  Mass.  4-1 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


B 


BLACK  Orpingtons.  Blocky,  typey,  beetle  green 
blacks.  Eggs  $2  per  sitting. 
A.  D.  Reed,  61  Annawan  St.,  Hartford,  Conn.  4-1 

WHITE  Orpingtons:  Owen  Farms'  strain  direct. 
Cliick3  25c;  $20  per  IW;  1><  pound  chicks,  SI. 
Robert  Walton,  Horseheads,  N.  Y.  4-2 

KOSE  COMB  White  Orpingtons.  Blue  ribbon 
winners.   Eggs  for  hatching. 
Joseph  Patnauile,  Martha  St.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  4-2 

SC.  AVHITE  ORPINGTONS  —  farm  raised, 
•  free  range  stock.  Eggs,  10  cents  each,  any 
quantity.  Cook,  Kellerstrass  and  Philo.  Cockerels, 
$2..tO  each.   Orpingdale,  Box  41,  R  4,  Bangor,  Me.  4-1 

BUFF  AND  WHITE  Orpingtons,  bred  to  lay. 
Eggs  from  either  color,  $2  per  15:  express  or 
parcel  post  prepaid.   Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
E.  C.  Goodwin,  123  Broad  St.,  Claremont,  N.  H.  4-1 


PHEASANTS. 


PHEASANTS  wortli  $7  lb.  Investigate  this  rich 
industry.  Complete  history  in  natural  colors, 
raising  pheasants,  rabbits,  wild  game,  etc..  75c.  copy. 
Catalog  illustrating  350  varieties,  25c.  Poultry,  90c.  sit. 
up.  Exchanges.  U.  Pheasantry,  Pougtikeepsle,  N.  Y. 


PIGEONS. 


HOMERS.  85c.  pair.  Carneaux.  $1.8o.  Dragoons, 
Runt.s,  etc.;  Guinea  pigs.  Squirrels.  Catalog, 
25c.  Exchanges.  U.  Pheasantry,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 


G1  R.A.ND  UTILITY  COCKERELS  -  bred 
^  from  our  noted  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  $3  to 
$0  each.  Wiii  produce  splendid  la.vers  and  market 
stock.  Grove  Hill  Poultry  Ydrds, 

Box  aw,  Waltham,  Mass. 

BROCKTON  FAIR,  1912,  visited  by  Presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  Taft,  two  1st,  two  2d,  one  3d. 
Heavy  White  Rocks,  pullets  8to91b3.;  cockerels,  9  to 
11  lbs.   Fisbel-Ciraves  strain;  eggs,  $2  a  sit.;  100,  $12. 
Jos.  Demenkow,  37  Dover  St.,  Whitman,  Mass. 

UTILITY  BARRED  PLYM.  ROCKS  for 

sale;  faiTU  raised.  Stock,  eggs  and  chicks.  In- 
cubator capacity,  0,000  eggs. 

George  Howard,  South  Easton,  Mass.  4-1 

GLENMERE  BUFF  ROCKS  — Eiich  pen  is 
headed  by  a  blue  ribbon  winner.  Cock  in  1st 
pen  won  1st  and  color  special  at  Maiden;  also  lieaded 
2ud  pen  at  Boston  Show,  1913.  This  pen  also  con- 
tains 1st  and  2d  hens.  Maiden,  and  hens  in  2d  pen, 
ISoston.  Cockerel  in  2d  pen  won  1st,  shape  and  color 
specials.  Maiden:  also  American  Buff  Rock  Club 
specials.  Mated  to  him  are  eight  hens,  full  sisters  of 
those  in  1st  pen.  Eggs,  Pen  1,  $4  per  15;  Pen  2,  $3 
per  15.  A  few  good  breeding  hens  for  sale. 

P.  B.  Metcalf,  Winchester,  Mass. 
Member  of  American  Buff  Rock  Club.  4-2 

BUFF  ROCKS  —  20  years  a  specialist:  winners 
wherever  shown.   Home  of  Uie  Buffs.  Eggs 
from  same  pen  as  we  use,  $2  per  15. 

F.  S.  Zwick,  R.  F.  D.  No.  3,  Seymour,  Conn.  2-3 

COLU3IBIAN  PLYM.  ROCKS  — BEAN'S 
strain.   Hatchable  eggs  and  baby  chicks. 

Oscar  D.  Reese,  Old  Zlonsvllle,  Pa.  4-1 


BR.YDLEY  STK.YIN  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 
Eggs  from  best  pens,  $2  per  15;  utility,  $6  per 
100.     Edwin  C.  Powell,  K.  F.  D.,  Ludlow,  Mass.  3-3 

BARRED  ROCKS  — March  cockerels,  $3  each. 
Hatching  eggs,  $1  per  sitting:  $6  per  100:  Sunny- 
rldge  strain  and  from  hens  that  averaged  183  eggs 
last  year.  B.  T.  Perry,  Hancock,  N.  H.  3-2 

COLUMBIAN  ROCKS  — CLEMENS  strain. 
Eggs,  41.50  per  15;  $2.50  per  30;  $7.50  per  100. 

George  F.  Stone,  Littleton,  Mass.  4-1 

xrriNSLOWS  barred  rocks  are  pro- 
TT  lific  layers:  farm  grown,  strong  and  vigorous, 
thcv  win  prizes  too.  Eggs  from  prime  utilty  stock, 
$l.tlb  per  15;  $5.00  per  100;  from  exhibition  stock; 
$3.00  per  15.   A.  P.  Wlnslow,  Box  1542,  Freeport,  Me. 

P.\RTRIDGE  Plymouth  Rocks.  Eggs,  $2  per 
sitting.       Dr.  N.  Wallis,  Fitchburg.  Mass.  4-1 

WHITE  ROCKS-FISHEL  STRAIN,  large, 
white,  farm  raised  birds.  Eggs,  $1  per  15;  $1.75 
per  30;  S3  per  100. 

George  F.  Stone,  Littleton,  Mass.  4-1 

WHITE  Rock  chicks  ICc.  each.  Eggs  $6  per  100. 
Sound  View  Farm,  Madison,  Conn.  4-1 


BUFF  ROCKS  — FOLEY  .STRAIN,  exceiv 
tionally  fine  plumage,  good  Rock  shai>ed  birds. 
Eggs,  $i  per  15:  $1.75  per  30:  $5  per  100. 

Keorge  F.  Stone,  Littleton,  Mass.  4-1 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCK  h.itching  eggs. 
"Wliite  Queen's"  year  record  is  "237  eggs,  90  lu 
92  successive  days.   Our  breeders  average  ISO  eggs. 
Send  stamp  for  handsome  circular. 
R.  C.  Caldwell,  Box  L068,  Lyndon,  Ross  Co.,  Ohio.  3-fl 

WHITE  ROCK  baby  chix  and  hatching  eggs. 
Best  utility  strain  on  market.  Mature  early 
and  l,iy  heavily.  Range  raised  and  open  air  housed 
the  year  round.  Correct  prices,  prompt  service,  fair 
treatment.   Orchard  ViewFarm,  Holliston,  Mass.  4  2 

DUCLOS'  Buff  Rocks,  Boston  winners  for  the 
last  four  years.   Stock  at  reasonable  iirlces. 
Circular  free.  B.  N.  Duclos,  Lenox,  Mass.  3-2 

BUFFPLY'.MOUTH  ROCK.S-At  Boston,  1913, 
won  2d  cockerel,  5tli  cock,  s|)eclal  for  l>est  color 
male.   Eggs.  $3  per  sitting. 
J.  T.  Kelleher,  107  Waite  St.  Springfield,  Mass. 

BARGAINS  IN  B.YRRED  ROCK  cocker 
els:  exhibition  quality  and  yet  liarily  as  Par- 
tridges, $o  each.  My  females  are  absolutely  the 
snappiest  colored  in  existence.  Send  for  photo. 
Eggs,  either  mating,  $2  per  15.  Winners  wherever 
shown.  Kellerstrass  White  Orpingtons.  Large  egg 
White  Leghorns.  Rouen  ducks;  also  Indian  Run- 
ners, $1.50  per  15.    All  eggs      per  hundred. 

H.  A.  Conant.  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  4-1 

WHITE  P.  Rock  eggs  for  hatching  from  high 
class  stock.   Can  fill  large  orders  after  March 
10.   So  per  100;  $1  per  13.    15  vears  a  bieeiler. 

W.  M.  Davis.  Hancock.  N.  H.  4-1 


o 


VER  14  yeai-s  breeding  and  showing  of  Buffs. 
Cockerels,  eggs.  L.  R.  Brown,  Halifax,  Mass.  I 


B 


UFF  Rocks  of  quality.   Eggs  $2  and  $3  per  15. 
Overlook  Poultry  Farm,  Milton,  N.  Y.  4-2 


H 


IGH  CLASS  utility  White  Rocks.   Eggs  for 
hatching  and  day  old  chicks.  N.  B.  Lansberg, 
Riverside  Farm,  Sta.  A,  Framingham,  Mass.  4-3 


TRAP  nested  Barred  Rocks;  thousands  of  strong 
chicks  from  vigorous  hens,  many  laying  20  eggs 
a  raontli.  Low  prices;  satisfaction  guar.  Catalogand 
circulars.    A.  L.  Searles,  Box  A,  Mllford,  N.  H.  4-1 


 POULTRY  FOODS.  

V"0  MORE  SCRATCH  GRAINS  NEEDED 

-L>  wlien  feeding  Hen-o-la  Dry  Mash.  Write  for 
booklet  and  prices  to  Hen-o-la  Food  Co., 

P.  O.  Box  40o-E.  Newark,  New  Jersey. 


PRINTING 


»BINTING  for  Poultrymen;  fine  cuts  used; 
samples  free.   Mention  your  breed. 

W.  A.  Bode,  Falrhaven,  Pa. 


T«  aay,  when  writins  advcrtlsara.  "  8AW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  banafit  yon— plaasa  tham— and  balp  us. 
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Editorial  Eyes  That  See  Not. 


IN  11  iminber  of  ie(-eiit  issues  of  this 
pajjer  I  Iiave  tried,  as  gently  as  pos- 
sil)le,  to  give^ readers  correct  views  of 
some  very  marked  trends  and  ten- 
dencies in  poultry  culture.  Among  other 
things,  I  have  referred  to  tiie  waning 
j)Oi)ularity  of  a  nnm))er  of  l)reeds  and 
varieties  which  have  been  enjoying  hig 
booms  for  some  years.  The.«e  remarks 
apply  to  all  the  most  popular  varieties. 
\'arieties  have  their  ups  and  downs  in 
public  favor,  and  always  will  have  them, 
l)ecause  varieties  are  variable,  and  pojiu- 
lar  favor  is  unstal)le.  Not  only  do  breeds 
and  varieties  of  potdtry  have  their  ups 
and  downs,  but  all  sorts  of  ideas,  policies, 
etc.,  relating  to  poultry  matters  pass  con- 
tinuously through  similar  transforma- 
tions. There  is  nothing  new  under  the 
sun,  not  even  new  Ijreeds  and  new  sys- 
tems; and  only  a  small  combination  of 
experience  and  common  sense  is  required 
to  show  a  person  interested  in  the  matter 
that  the  movements  of  this  kind  in  the 
poultry  world  take  place  in  accordance 
with  general  laws,  and  may  be  forecasted 
with  reasonable  accuracy  by  any  good 
observer  who  is  not  biased. 

When  a  poultry  journalist  observes 
changes  gradually  approaching  he  has  to 
consider  how  far  the  publication  of  in- 
formation might  unnaturally  accelerate 
them,  damaging  certain  interests  without 
helping  anyone.  Considering  this,  and 
also  considering  the  possibility  of  his 
judgment  being  in  error,  a  journalist  is 
going  to  postpone  mention  of  such  mat- 
ters as  long  as  possible;  but  a  time  always 
comes  when  the  general  good,  as  well  as 
his  own  reputation  for  ordinary  foresight, 
demand  that  the  readers  of  a  paper  shall 
be  given  information  of  use  to  them.  Ot 
course  the  publication  of  such  information 
is  always  resented  by  someone. 

The  Rhode  Island  Bed  Journal  published 
at  AVaverly,  la. ,  does  not  like  my  attitude 
toward  the  Rhode  Island  Reds.  It  re- 
sents tlie  statement  that  the  boom  for  the 
Reds  is  on  the  wane,  and  will  not  accept 
even  the  view  that  a  breed  may  have  a 
large  and  useful  place  after  its  biggest 
boom  is  over,  as  doing  justice  to  its 
favorites.  In  his  March  number  the 
editor  of  the  R.  I.  R.  J.  says :  — 


'"In  a  very  lengthy  editorial  in  the 
Fel)ruary  number  of  FAK.M-l'ori.ritv,  Ivl- 
itor  liobinson  tries  to  make  his  readers 
believe  that  the  boom  of  tiie  Rhode  Island 
Reds  is  on  the  wane,  and  that  they  have 
ceased  to  be  as  popular  as  they  were  a 
number  of  years  ago.  Now  what  do  you 
think  of  that?  Either  Mr.  Hol)inson  is 
prejudiced  against  the  Reds,  or  he  does 
not  get  out  to  see  what  is  going  on  among 
the  breeders  and  does  not  read  the  Rhode 
Ishinil  Red  Journal,  which  comes  to  his 
desk  every  month.  It  is  a  fact  that  Reds 
have  never  been  more  poinilar  than  tiiey 
are  today,  and  there  is  a  greater  demand 
for  Reds  than  for  any  other  breed.  If 
Brother  Robinson  would  only  attend, 
with  open  eyes,  a  number  of  shows  in 
different  sections  of  the  land,  this  fact 
would  soon  be  forced  upon  him.  Reds 
generally  outnumber  all  other  varieties  at 
the  shows,  and  the  greatest  interest  al- 
ways centers  about  the  Reds.  If  you 
want  to  see  some  enthusiasm,  all  you 
have  to  do  is  to  get  near  Red  Alley  at  any 
poultry  show.  There  is  always  SOME- 
THING DOING  in  Red  Alley;  if  it  isn't 
one  thing,  it's  another.  Only  think  of 
the  recent  Madison  Square  Garden  Show ! 

' '  We  do  not  think  that  there  is  anyone 
who  will  take  Mr.  Robinson's  remarks 
seriously,  at  least,  no  one  who  is  unbiased 
and  who  knows  the  true  condition  of 
R.  I.  Red  afiairs." 

The  R.  I.  Red  Journal  is  just  entering 
upon  its  second  year,  and  ao  far  as  I 
know,  its  editor's  experience  in  poultry 
journalism  began  with  it.  Perhaps  on 
that  account  his  statements  do  not  carry 
as  much  weight  with  me  as  they  should. 
The  period  of  his  observation  appears  to 
me  to  be  short  enough  and  his  range  of 
vision  just  circumscribed  enough  to  ac- 
count for  an  editorial  like  that  quoted 
above.  It  does  not  seem  to  occur  to  him 
that  the  facts  may  not  be  as  he  thinks 
that  he  sees  them,  and  that  an  editor  who 
has  no  personal  interest  in  exploiting  any 
breed  or  variety  is  likely  to  be  more  un- 
biased and  also  better  informed  than  one 
who  exploits  a  specialty.  It  does  not  seem 
to  have  dawned  upon  him,  that  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  status  of  other  breeds  is  essen- 
tial if  you  want  to  know  the  true  position 


of  any  lireed.  I  ilon't  know  of  anyone 
in  America  who  could  jirotit  more  by  an 
unbiased  view  of  the  status  of  a  breed, 
than  the  editor  of  a  paper  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  that  breed,  or  of  anyone  less 
likely  to  have  unbiased  views  of  his  own. 
Fditor  Studicr  does  not  appear  to  be  able 
either  to  gel  the  exact  meaning  of  what 
anyone  else  says  or  to  say  exactly  what 
he  himself  means. 

1  did  not  say  that  R.  I.  Reds  were  less 
po])ular  than  some  years  ago.  I  said  that 
the  l)Oom  was  on  the  wane.  A  boom 
often  shows  imjnounced  signs  of  waning 
long  before  it  reaches  its  heiglit,  liecause 
it  does  not  begin  simultaneously  all  over 
the  country,  and  the  inter(;st  in  one  local- 
ity may  begin  to  decline  before  other 
lo(!alities  begin  to  be  interested. 

AVhat  is  meant  by  the  statement  that 
"  there  is  a  greater  demand  for  Reds  than 
for  any  other  lireed?"  Does  the  writer 
of  that  statement  mean  what  he  says? 
The  Red  breed  includes  two  varieties, 
properly  sub-varieties.  The  Rocks  have 
six  varieties.  The  Wyandottes  seven.  Is 
Mr.  Studier  prepared  to  show  that  there 
is  more  demand  for  all  "varieties"  of 
Reds  than  for  all  varieties  of  Rocks  or  of 
Wyandottes? 

What  does  he  mean  when  he  says  that 
"Reds  generally  outnumber  all  other 
varieties  at  the  shows,  and  the  greatest 
interest  always  centers  around  the  Reds?" 
Occasionally  there  is  a  show  where  Reds 
do  outnumber  all  other  varieties,  but  I 
presume  that  what  Mr.  Studier  really 
means  is  that  at  many  shows  Reds  are 
the  leading  class.  There  are  many  others, 
some  ot  them  quite  important  shows,  too, 
where  Reds  have  never  been  the  leading 
class,  even  when  all  the  Reds  were  com- 
pared with  single  varieties  in  other  breeds. 
I  don't  happen  to  have  the  figures  for  the 
lUll  show  at  the  Garden,  but  I  have  a 
table  of  all  principal  classes  up  to  and  in- 
cluding 1910,  and  have  the  last  catalogue, 
and,  according  to  these,  the  largest  num- 
ber of  Reds  (both  varieties)  ever  shown  at 
the  Garden  was  251,  in  1909.  In  the 
same  year  there  were  336  Barred  Rocks 
and  261  White  Wyandottes.  The  largest 
single  class  of  Reds  was  the  Single  Comb 
class  this  past  winter  with  150.  At  Bos- 
ton, last  January,  there  were  171  S.  C. 
Reds  and  82  R.  C.  Reds, —253  in  all. 
The  White  Rock  class  numbered  228,  the 
White  Wyandotte  212,  Barred  Rocks  179, 


lluir  ( )rpingtuns  17.1.  Wiien  it  come.s  to 
record  classes,  the  R.  I.  Reds  have  a  long 
way  to  go  before  they  can  rank  with  some 
of  the  fdd  breeils.  Barred  Rocks  at  the 
Garden,  in  liMii;,  nund)ered  171;  Whiles, 
270;  Hnfl's,  IDO;  Partridge,  2(i;  and  Silver- 
Penciled,  5}.  Tiiat  was  95 1  liocks.  The 
banner  class  of  White  Wyandottes  came 
in  1!I05.  There  were  4S;5  of  them.  In 
11HI6  there  were  2(>-J  S.  C.  White  Leghorns 
at  the  Garden  and  l(i3  S.  C.  I'.rown  lycg- 
horns.  I  haven't  the  figures  for  Boston 
in  form  to  cite  similar  statistics. 

Such  fads  may  not  mean  anythyig  Ui 
the  editor  of  a  paju-r  devoted  to  Reds,  but 
they  certainly  have  some  significance  to 
others.  The  editor  of  the  Red  Journal 
needs  to  get  a  new  point  of  view,  be  sure 
of  his  facts  before  he  makes  a  statement, 
and  study  the  art  of  saying  what  he 
meajis.  I  ntil  he  succeeds  in  doing  these 
things,  the  worst  thing  that  can  hajipen 
to  him  is  to  have  his  readers  take  him  as 
seriously  as  he  takes  himself.  Jt  is  really 
amusing  to  one  who  has  known  the  Rede 
intimately  since  they  first  began  to  appear 
in  the  shows,  to  have  this  sort  of  fledgling 
criticism  thrown  at  him. 

It  is  of  no  real  advantage  either  to  a 
breed  or  to  tiie  breeders  to  have  the  idea 
that  there  is  no  limit  to  the  growth  of  its 
popularity  become  an  article  of  faith  with 
its  admirers.  ( Jreat  popularity  works  two 
ways.  It  helps  to  improve  the  <iuality, 
from  the  fancier's  standpoint  of  tlie  fancy 
stocks  of  a  variety,  and  it  causes  deterio- 
ration of  the  common  stock  of  the  variety. 
The  more  popular  a  breed  or  variety  is, 
the  more  poor  stock  of  that  kind  will  be 
found  in  the  country.  Breeds  neeil  their 
ups  and  downs,  just  as  people  do,  to 
keep  them  in  proper  balance.  The  good 
breeder  of  Reds  does  not  need  to  worry 
about  a  relative  change  in  their  status  as 
compared  with  otlier  breeds.  Those  who 
are  not  good  breeders  of  anything  will 
find  that  it  is  about  time  for  them  to 
hitch  their  little  chariots  to  the  tail  of 
some  other  boom. 


Nature  starts  everyone  on  the  road  to 
greatness,  but  she  doesn't  pick  up  the 
tacks  to  prevent  punctures. — Exchange. 


OCULUM  grows  the  finest  fowls  you 
ever  saw — a  free  trial.    Ad.  page  109. 


1>OULTKY  NEWS,  Newark,  N.  J.,  prints  for 
poultryinen;  Rood  worlc.   Mention  breed.  3-5 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

OT.I)  ACKES  STRAIN  Rhode  Island  Reds. 
Winners  at  Madison  Square  and  Boston  for 
years.  We  can  supply  you  with  exhibition  stoclt  and 
breeders.   Hatchine  eggs  and  chiclss  in  season. 

Wni.  C.  Stcphens^Mgr.,  Foxboro,  Mass. 

MA«;ENTA  poultry  farm,  established 
1H!)8.  SinEle  Comb  and  Rose  Comb  Rhode 
Island  Keds.  Eggs  by  slttines  or  liundreds.  I  have 
in  iny  lii  ecding  pens  for  101:j,  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den and  Albany,  New  Yorli,  Boston,  Sprincfieid  and 
Hoivoke,  IMass.,  winners.  Fine  breeding  cockerels, 
$3,  t5  and  $10  each.  Free  circular. 

F.  E.  Woodard,  East  Longmeadow,  Mass.  2-4 

T>OSE  AND  SINGI.E  COMB  Rhode  Island 
-Lv  Reds.  Large,  vigorous  birds  bred  to  lay.  Eggs 
?6  and  i«  per  100.  Circular. 

F.  R.  Brownell,  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  4-1 

IF  YOU  "WANT  Reds  that  are  red,  both  combs 
non-fading,  prize  winning  strain,  eggs  $1  per  sit- 
ting, ^3  per  100,  chicks  15  cents  each,  write  to 

Willis  A.  Slate,  South  Windham,  Conn.  4-1 

C-ltARK'S  STRAIN  S.  C.  Reds  win  eight  silver 
V  cups,  and  display  wherever  shown  this  season . 
Mating  list.         G.  D.  Clark,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  3-2 

1>OSE  ANO  SINGLE  COMB  REDS  — Stock 
V'  and  eggs  for  sale.  As  good  as  the  best. 

Rosemont  Poultry  Farm,  Nashna,  N.  H.  3-2 

T>  I.  REDS  —  Redwood  strain,  S.  C.  and  R.  C. 
V»  Winners  at  Petaluma,  Marysville.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, Cal.,190H.  i'Mi;  Springfield,  No.  Adams,  .Mass., 
J'.UO:  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.,  I'Jll;  Holyoke.  C^reenfield, 
Mass.,  1911:  Greenfield.  Boston.  1012;  Boston,  1913. 
Eggs,  *2,  $3,  So.     Dr.  N.  Wailis,  Fitchburg,  Mass.  4-1 

1>OSE  COMB  REDS— Prize  winners  and  heavy 
JL\)  layers.  Bred  them  15  years.  None  better  any- 
where. Customers  have  won  all  over  America.  Fer- 
tile eggs  to  produce  winners  and  layers.  Circular 
free.     Geo.  P.  Coffin,  Box  M,  Freeport,  Maine.  3-2 

START  THIS  YEAR  RIGHT— Dont  waste 
time  and  money  experimenting.  My  R.  C.  Reds 
have  size,  vigor,  and  rich  red  color  second  to  none; 
eggs  are  $2  per  15.   Wliy  pay  more? 

W.  S.  Lyon,  Nashua,  N.  H.  4-2 

SINGLE  COMB  REDS— Deep  red  surface  and 
undercolor.  Prize  winners  from  greatest  strain 
in  America.  Booking  orders  for  eggs.  Send  for 
circular.         E.  C.  Litchfield,  Berwick,  Maine.  3-2 


KOSE  AND  SINGLE  COMB  Rhode  Island 
Reds;  best  winter  laying  strain  owned.  Eggs 
for  hatching,  $5  per  KIO;  ^1  per  15.  Order  now. 
Hatched  this  season  29  chicks  from  33  eggs. 

Royal  Poultry  Yards,  Simsbury,  Ct.  3-2 


PRIZE  BIG  EGGS.   Show  and  prolifie  laying 
birds.  No  money  until  eggs  received  approved. 
Circular. 

CarroU  Loring,  Rural  one,  Dedham,  Mass.  4-1 

SC.  RED.S.   My  Reds  have  size,  vigor,  and  rich 
•   color.   Eggs  S1.50  per  sitting.     A.  D.  Reed, 

61  Annawan  St.,  Hartford,  Conn.  4-1 

TJ    C.  REDS.   Eggs  t2  and  U  for  15. 

JLi'«  Theo.  Pearson,  Madison,  N.  H.  4-1 

SC.  REDS  — Heavy  laying  strain:  rich  red 
•   color.   Eggs  from  selected  pens,  ?5  and  $3  per 
15:  utility,  $1  per  15,  $5  per  100. 

E.  W.  Spencer,  So.  Windham,  Conn.  4-2 

C.  RHODE  ISLAND  Reds;  fine  winter  lay- 
ers. 15  eggs  $1.  R.  H.  Sage,  Hartsdale,  N.  Y.  4-2 


s. 


PIPER  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS  —  240  egg 
strain  Rose  and  Single  Combs.  Send  for  folder 
which  will  prove  to  you  that  Piper  Reds  are  the  best 
all  round  honest  strain.  Bred  17  years  for  winter 
layers  of  large  dark  brown  eggs.  Eggs  for  hatching 
from  best  layers,  $7  per  50;  S12  per  100;  $3  per  sitting. 
From  common  stock,  $6  per  100:  ^  per  .50:  $1  per 
sitting.  Bay  View  Farm,  North  Haven,  Me.  4  0 
Located  on  a  beautiful  island  in  Penobscot  Bay,  12 
miles  from  the  mainland. 


RHODE  ISLAND  WHITES. 

JOCOY'S  STRAIN  of  Rhode  Island  Whites  are 
the  original  strain.  Their  laying  and  dressed 
poultry  qualities  are  not  equaled  by  any  other 
breed.   Interesting  booklet  sent  free  on  request. 

J.  A.  Jocoy,  Towanda,  Penn.  4-3 

THE  RHODE  ISLAND  WHITE  is  the  com- 
ing fowl;  15  eggs,  $2. 

A.  L.  Anderson,  Windham  Depot,  N.  H.  4-1 


WANTED. 


WANTED— Position  on  a  poultry  farm.  .=ober, 
reliable,  married  man  wishes  position;  six 
years  experience  as  a  breeder.   Oo  anywhere. 

C.  C.  Arnold,  Box  150,  Millers  Falls,  Mass.  4-1 

SITUATION  WANTED  — An  old  time  fancier 
who  has  made  a  specialty  of  egg  production  and 
the  rearing  of  thoroughbred  "  fancy"  stock,  would 
like  place  as  superintendent  or  manager  of  an  up-to- 
date  modern  poultry  plant.  References  cheerfully 
furnished.    "Boston,  1885,"  care  of  Farm-Poultry.  1 

EXPERIENCED  young  man  wants  position  on 
up-to-date  poultry  farm  offering  chance  ot  ad- 
vancement.  P.  H.  Norman,  West  Raleigh,  N.  C.  4-1 

WYANDOTTES. 

ANJ>REWS'  STRAIN  AVHITE  Wyandottes. 
Choice  brec<ling  cockerels  and  pullets  from 
prize  winning  siock.  E^gs  $2  tip  per  selilTig. 
Horace  W,  Holton,  52  Walte  .St.,  Maiilewood.  Mass. 

Telephone  Maiden  u:i2  •  M.  3-3 


WHITE  Wyandottes;  farm  raised,  natural  meth- 
ods; open  front  houses:  standard  and  utility 
lines.   Eggs,  $1  per  sitting;  86  per  100. 

Crowellton,  East  Dennis,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE  eggs  for  hatching. 
If  you  want  utility  birds,  I  feci  sure  these 
will  please  you.   Eggs,  $1..50  per  15;  $8  per  100. 
Thos.  R.  Ruckledge,  .35  Juniper  St.,  Lowell,  Mass.  4-2 

STERLING  SILVER.  Standard  White,  O.  K. 
Columbian  Wyandottes.   Layers,  payers:  15  eggs 
$2.      (Rev.)  Wm.  Mulholland,  Wevertown,  N.  Y.  4-1 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES-Boston  show  win- 
ners, 1913.  2nd  pullet,  5th  and  6tli  cocjserels; 
40  prizes  in  past  12  years.  Eggs,  S4  per  13.  Breeding 
stock.  H.  J.  W.  Fay,  Westborough,  Mass.  3-3 

COLUMBIAN  WY'ANDOTTES  that  win  and 
lay.  Five  pens,  three  headed  by  1,  2,  3  Auburn 
cockerels.  Other  two  by  grand  birds.  Eggs,  |2, 
$1.50  and  $1  per  15.   Get  mating  list. 

A.  B.  Campbell,  McLean,  N.  Y.  4-1 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  heavy  laying  strain 
182  prizes  awarded  our  birds  during  the  past 
15  years.  Eggs  from  large,  white,  blocky,  farm  raised 
birds,  $2  per  40;  $5  per  100.  75  per  cent  fertility  guar- 
anteed. G.  H.  Bodflsh  &  Co.,  W.  Barnstable,  Mass.  4-1 


WHITE  WY^ANDOTTES.  Last  call  on  cock- 
erels. All  $10.00  birds,  $5.00.  Absolutely  white 
and  from  200  egg  strain.  Return  if  not  satisfactory. 
Eggs  for  hatching  $3.00  and  $5.00  per  15.  I  stand 
back  ot  everything  I  sell.   Try  me. 

W.  K.  Lamson,  Millers  Falls,  Mass.  4-1 

IE  YOtr  WANT  big  brown  hatching  eggs  from 
vigorous,  heavy  laying  W'hite  Wyandottes,  write 
to  Hillside  Farm,  Shutcsbuiy,  Mass,  4-1 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  Large,  vigorous, 
and  very  whit<!.  Andrews'  strain  exclusively. 
None  better.  Best  eggs  $2  per  15,  $5  per  50.  A  good 
hatch.  Try  them.      C.  W.  Cole,  Dlghton,  Mass.  4-1 


HITE  and  Partridge.  Vigorous  stock.  Eggs 
$2  |>er  15.  F.  C.  Pearson,  Soraersworth,  N.  H.  1 


WHITE  WY^ANDOTTES.  Owen  Farmsstraln 
direct.  Eggs  from  best  matings,  $1.50 and  $2.50 
per  15.  H.  Hall  Roberts,  Dover,  N.  H.  4-1 


WYANDOTTES  White  and  Buff  —  Right  shape 
and  color.  Red  eyes;  yellow  legs:  big  farm 
raised;  heavy  laying;  big  brown  eggs;  20  yearscare- 
ful  bi'eeding  and  winning  at  big  shows.  Score  92  to 
96  ea.  15 eggs $2;  45,  $6.  Score  90 ea.  up.  15cggs$1.25. 
Stock  for  sale.  C.  E.  Davis,  Warner,  N.  H.  4-1 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  bred  for  large  size 
and  heavy  layers  of  large  brown  eggs.  Eggs, 
chicks,  breeding  stock  for  sale.   Send  for  circular. 
Mousam  Lake  Poultry  Farm,  Emory  Mills,  Me.  3-1 


WHITE  AVYANDOTTIi.S.  heavy  laying  strain 
182  i)rizes  awarded  our  birds  during  the  past 
15  years.  I']ggs  from  large,  white,  blockv,  farm  raised 
birds,  $3  per  50;  S6  per  100.  75  per  cent  fcrtllltv  guar- 
anteed. Ct.  H.  Bodflsh  &  Co.,  W.  Barnstable,  Mass.  3-1 

1  f\f\  1»ER  CENT  fertility  guaranteed.  Fine  W. 
I  V /  V /  Wyans.,  Dustln,  Flshel  males.  16  eggs  $2.60. 
Chlx  25  cts.   Wilson  and  Sons.  Franklin.  Mass.  2-3 


WHITE  Wyandottes.  Stock  and  eggs.  Satisfac- 
tion.    W'm.  McAllister,  No.  Haitland,  Vt.  2-3 

I>UFrS,  Columbians,  Whites;  Booklet  F.-P.  free. 
>  "Home  of  the  Wyandottes,"  Westfleld,  N.  J.  2-4 


B 


UFF  WYANDOTTE  eggs,  $2,  $3,  $6  per  sit. 
Chas.  A.  Bartlett,  Parker  St..  Melrose,  Mass.  3-3 


PARTRIDGE  Wys.;  winners.  MaOngUstwlth 
winnings.   A.  G.  Thompson,  Franklin,  N.  H.  8-3 

WHITE    WY'ANDOTTES.  Duston  males. 
Eggs.  15,  $1.50;  4,5.  $3;  100,  $5.  Chicks,  15c. ;  J14 
per  100.  Clr.  Robt.  Richmond.  R.6.  Windsor.  Vt.4-1 

EGGS  FROM  Columbian  Wyandottes  selected 
and  bred  for  beauty,  quick  growth  and  pro- 
llflc  egg  production.  Eggs,  $1.50  per  15;  $4  per  50: 
$7  per  1(K).       S.  H.  Bellows,  Shrewsbury.  Mass.  3-4 

J>  UFF  WYANDOTTES  for  sale.   Sitting  eggs 
J  from  iu-ize  wlntilng  stock  at  .Springfield.  Write 
for  description,  etc.  Chas.  S.  Johnson. 

300  Main  St.,  Easthampton,  Mass.  3-2 


BARKER'S  old  reliable  W.  Wyans-:  bred  13  rrs. 
for  heavy  layers.  Pens  hea<led  by  Martin's  '  Re- 
gals,"  Dorcas  line  record  241;  eggs,  $2  per  15;  chicks, 
25c.  ea.        E.  F.  Barker,  So.  Weymouth.  Mass.  3-3 


CHAMBERLAIN'S 

I      PERFECT    CHICK  FEED 

The  Only  eriglnai  Dry  Chick  Peed  and  the  World's  SUndard. 

"Lady  Showyou"  winner  of  the  National  EgglayingContest  at  Mountain  | 
Grove,  Mo.,  with  a  record  of  82  eggs  in  82  days,  and  281  eggs  in  a  year,  and 
recently  sold  for  S800,  was  raised  on  Cliainl>erlaln'B  rerfcrt  Chick  Feed. 

We  have  agents  all  over  the  U.  9.,  but  if  our  agent  is  not  near  yon,  we 
can  make  you  special  delivery  prices  on  100  lb.  lots,  or  more. 

\w.  F.  Chamberlain  Feed  Co.  ,337  N.  Commercial  si. ,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

■■■has  no  equal-no  corn-no  boweltroublei 


To^ft^i  wben  writing  •dwrtlfsri,  "SAW  AO.  IN  FARM-POULTRY."  wlU  benefit  you-pletse  tbem-aad belp  «, 
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Farm-Poultry 


APRIL 


Scratchings  from  the  Litter  of  Our 
Exchangee  Table. 


Is  THE  rehabilitation  of  E.  T.  DeGrafl, 
as  a  prominent  display  advertiser 
and  recipient  of  free  reading  notices 
in  the  poultry  press  to  he  followed 
by  a  lifting  of  bans  in  other  places?  The 
question  is  suggested  t>y  the  appearance 
of  an  article  by  John  A.  Gough,  in  a  re- 
cent issue  of  the  American  Slock-Kcejwr, 
urging  the  Houdan  breeders  to  extend 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  Mr. 
McAvoy,  who  has  for  some  time  been  in 
bad  witli  the  Houdan  Club,  with  the 
management  of  a  number  of  poultry 
shows,  and  with  the  poultry  i)ress,  hut 
who,  not  being  a  member  of  the  A.  1'.  A., 
v.on\d  not  be  in  any  way  disciplined  by 
that  body.  The  two  cases  are  quite  dif- 
ferent. Mr.  De  Graff  stood  well  with  the 
press  generally  until  expelled  from  the  A. 
P.  A.  for  faking,  or  (as  I  have  always  put 
it)  for  telling  those  who  passed  upon  his 
case  that  they  had  all  done  the  same. 
Mr.  McAvoy  got  into  the  bad  graces  of 
the  poultry  papers  first  because  com- 
plaints from  his  customers  were  too  nu- 
merous. Owing  to  the  same  causes,  and 
to  the  attitude  of  the  papers  toward  him, 
he  w^as  classed  by  some  show  managers  as 
a  breeder  whose  exhibits  they  ought  to 
refuse.  Then  it  was  alleged  that  his 
birds  appeared  at  the  shows  in  the  names 
of  other  persons.  I  don't  think  that  this 
was  ever  proved.  The  situation  has  been 
bad  for  the  Houdans,  for  according  to 
all  accounts,  McAvoy  has  the  best  stock 
of  the  breed  in  the  country.  The  trouble 
is  that  there  is  a  lack  of  confidence  in 
the  Houdan  trade.  "Whether  welcoming 
McAvoy  to  the  shows  would  improve  the 
general  situation  depends  upon  the  atti- 
tude he  will  take  in  dealings  with  cus- 
tomers. If  he  gives  them  no  cause  for 
complaint,  he  can  do  the  Houdan  fancy 
and  himself  a  great  deal  of  good. 
tit 

Yet,  I  cannot  see  where  so  fnuch  de- 
pends upon  the  relations  of  the  other 
breeders  to  one  man,  even  though  he  is 
credited  with  having  the  best  stock  of  the 
variety.  He  makes  sales,  and  good  stock 
passes  into  other  hands.  If  those  into 
whose  possession  it  comes  go  about  breed- 
ing right,  if  it  is  of  enough  interest  to 
them,  they  can  develop  just  as  good 
stock.  It  is  this  interest,  and  an  interest 
in  showing,  that  will  build  up  the  Houdan 
or  any  other  breed,  and  if  you  have  the 
fanciers  to  push  the  breed,  one  breeder, 
no  matter  how  good,  standing  out,  or 
kept  out"of  the  circle,  is  not  going  to  have 
much  efi'ect  on  the  general  situation.  The 
breeder  who  is  outside  necessarily  suffers 
as  an  individual,  but  as  we  see  in  these 
cases  all  the  organized  opposition  cannot 
put  a  breeder  out  of  business  in  this  coun- 
try if  he  is  determined  to  stay  in.  It 
might  be  different  if  our  organizations 
stood  higher,  but  when  they  undertake 
to  discipline  a  member,  or  pillory  an  out- 
sider, the  average  onlooker  is  too  likely 
to  call  to  mind  the  saying  about  "  Satan 
reproving  sin  ' '  to  feel  very  harshly  toward 
alleged  culprits. 

"  The  Oregon  Station  published  a  bul- 
letin showing  the  superiority  of  natural 
hatching  and  rearing,  very  careful  exper- 
iments having  been  carried  out  concern- 
ing the  matter,  under  the  supervision  of 
James  Dryden,  Professor  of  Poultry  Hus- 
bandry. The  poultry  papers,  Amcrii-an 
Fonltry  Journal  excepted,  dare  not  pub- 
lish these  experiments,  though  they  are 
among  the  most  valuable  ever  undertaken 
in  behalf  of  the  poultry  interest.  The 
experiment  stations  neglect  repeating 
them.  Why?  Are  the  professors  of  poul- 
try husbandry  all  under  the  glamor  of  the 
alleged  labor  saving  inventions  of  the 
artificial  hatcher  and  artificial  brooder?" 
—  H.  H.  Stoddard  in  American  Poitllri/ 
Journal. 

This  is  really  arnusing.  One  would 
think  that  the  editor  of  the  A.  P.  J. 
would  be  wise  enough  to  ' '  cut  it  out. ' ' 
Farji-Poui.tey  printed  the  bulletin  re- 
ferred to  in  January,  1000,  immediately 
after  its  publication  and  just  four  years 
(and  one  month)  before  a  part  of  it  ap- 
peared in  the  A.  P.  J.  If  my  memory  is 
not  at  fault  a  number  of  other  papers 
published  it  about  that  time. 


The  Antipodes  seem  to  be  rocking  with 
the  controversy  os'er  F.  E.  A.  Gordon,  of 
New  Zealand,  the  World's  Premier  Poul- 
try Expert,  a  scrap  from  whose  biography 
appeared  in  these  columns  not  long  ago. 
( rordon  is  a  great  hot  air  artist,  like  some 
we  have  in  this  country,  and  I'm  really 
surprised  that  he  has  not  yet  been  called 
to  a  seat  at  the  right  hand  of  some  of  our 
own  ozone  splitters.  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  combined  seem  to  be  too  small 
for  him.  Following  the  libel  suit  which 
was  dismissed,  he  turned,  temporarily, 
to  Australia,  and  there  has  found  a  cham- 
pion in  the  editor  of  the  Australian  Hen. 
The  editor's  indorsement  of  Gordon  re- 
minds me  of  some  of  the  editorial  testi- 
monials to  systems  of  selecting  layers 
which  were  given  out  in  this  country  a 
few  years  ago.  One  learned  editor  after 
another  would  listen  to  an  "expert's" 
explanation  of  his  system  and  then  vouch 
that  it  was  all  that  was  claimed  for  it, 
although  it  was  in  the  nature  of  things 
impossible  that  anyone  should  know  what 
was  what  except  by  keeping  the  hens  and 
observing  and  recording  their  production. 
What  such  a  testimonial  really  means  is 
that  the  demonstator  talked  glibly  all 
the  time  without  really  saying  anything 
coherent  and  the  person  addressed  didn't 
know  what  he  said,  but  took  it  for  granted 
that  such  a  smoothly  flowing  demon- 
strator was  right.  In  my  college  days,  I 
frequently  saw  a  student  in  an  oral  exam- 
ination get  by  a  careless  examiner  in  that 
way. 

A  funny  thing  about  one  of  the  demon- 
strators of  a  system  of  selecting  layers 
happened  at  the  Madison  Square  Garden 
Show  a  few  years  ago.  Incredible  as  it 
may  seem  to  those  "laying  specialists," 
and  their  followers  who  suppose  that  ex- 
hibition fowls  do  not  lay  eggs,  it  is  quite 
a  common  thing,  even  at  leading  shows, 
for  hens  on  exhibition  to  lay  eggs  in  the 
coops.  Some  malicious  persons  took  to 
this  expert  a  hen  that,  regardless  of  theo- 
ries to  the  contrary,  had  a  habit  of  laying 
about  every  day.  The  w  ise  expert  exam- 
ined her  carefully  and  put  her  in  the  zero 
class.  He  declared  that  she  would  never 
lay,  because  she  was  physiologically  in- 
capable of  laying.  Of  course  the  crowd 
had  the  laugh  on  him — and  something 
more.  The  incident  led  to  his  expulsion 
from  the  garden. 

The  editor  of  the  Australian  Hen  vouches 
for  Gordon.  Moreover  he  intimates  to 
his  readers  that  inasmuch  as  he  at  one 
time  engaged  in  a  bitter  controversy  with 
Mr.  Gordon,  what  he  says  in  his  favor  is 
in  the  nature  of  an  appreciation  resting 
absolutely  upon  a  cold  blooded  weighing 
of  the  evidence.  Now  that  does  not  follow 
at  all.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  habit  of 
some  natures  to  indulge  in  superlatives 
and  rush  from  one  extreme  to  the  other. 
vSays  the  editor:  "Mr.  Gordon  appears 
to  us  a  man  with  a  deep  sense  of  right 
and  wrong,  and  with  a  high  principle  that 
his  bluff  and  rather  careless  mannerisms 
would  apparently  belie.  *  *  *  If  there  is 
a  man  in  this  country  who  knows  more 
of  the  science  and  practice  of  utility  poul- 
try raising  than  Mr.  Gordon,  we  would 
walk  barefooted  over  a  mile  of  broken 
glass  bottles  to  hear  a  debate  and  see  a 
demonstration  between  the  two.  Strong 
statements,  these,  but  we  feel  strongly  on 
the  matter  —  that  such  a  man  should  be 
treated  with  almost  contempt  by  those, 
many  of  whom  have  not  begun  to  learn 
half  of  what  he  has  forgotten." 

A  contributor  to  an  agricultural  paper 
tells  of  the  discovery  of  a  "  valuable  se- 
cret" as  a  result  of  which  discovery  "in 
place  of  losing  all  my  young  chicks  as 
before,  the  exact  reverse  was  experi- 
enced," and  "during  the  past  season 
over  800  chicks  were  hatched.  Of  this 
number  about  500  were  sold  when  from  a 
week  to  three  weeks  old,  and  the  balance 
kept  by  me  until  fully  matured.  Yet  of 
all  tiiese,  not  one  was  lost,  neither  have  I 
had  a  single  chick  ailing  from  any  cause 
whatever.  ]My  pullets  every  one  appar- 
ently commenced  business  right  on  time, 
and  the  thriftiness  of  my  flock  has  been 


O.K.:P6Hltrj^  Litter 


la  the  most  wonderful  litter  for  LAYING  HENS,  BABY  CHICKS,  and 
POULTRY  of  all  kinds.  It  s  cheaper  to  use  and  ever  so  much  better 
than  Straw,  Clover,  Alfalfa,  Sawdust,  Shavings  or  anything  else  ever 
thought  of  for  litter.    Everyone  who  tries  it  uses  nothing  else. 


"O.  K.' ' 
KEEPS 


THE 


BROODER 


CLEAN 

DRY 
SWEET 


WITHOUT      ONCE      CLEANING  OUT 


Can 


you  imagine  the  comfort,  convenience,  and  time  saved  running 
your  brooders  like  this?  Remember,  one  lot  of  "  O.  K.  Litter  lasts  imtil 
the  chicks  have  outgrown  the  brooder  without  one  cleaning  out  In 
COOPS,  LAYING  HOUSES,  COLONY  HOUSES,  aud  SCRATCHING 
PENS,  'O.K.'  Litter  dries  up  the  droppings  so  that  the  house  is  always 
dry,  clean,  sweet  smelling,  and  sanitary,  and  needs  cleaning  out  only 
once  in  three  or  four  mouths.  "  O.  K. "  Litter  is  a  tremendous  saver  of 
time  and  money. 

Write  Today  for  Free  Sample 

"O.  K."  Litter  will  not  BUKN.  Lice 
will  not  come  where  it  Is  used.  TELL 
US  HOW  MANY  HENS  AND  CHICKS 
YOU  KEEP  — WE  WILL  TELL  YOU 
HOW  MUCH  "O.  K."  LITTER  YOU 
NEED.  Write  today  for  the  free  sample 
and  printed  matter.    You  need  them. 

"0.  K."  COMPANY, 

DEPT.  ITl, 
160  Pearl  St..  NEW  YORK  CITY. 
13  So.  Market  St.,  Boston.  3Iass. 


SO  marked  of  late  that  all  the  eggs  I  could 
spare  last  season  from  February  to  July 
were  eagerly  sought  after  by  others  for 
setting  without  any  advertising  on  my 
part." 

•  These  superlative  stories  of  no  losses, 
all  chicks  living,  crer;/  pullet  coming  on 
just  right,  goods  selUng  themselves,  etc., 
are  usually  more  or  less  inaccurate.  But 
let  US-consider  the  secret. 

,< 

What  was  it?  He  had  been  feeding 
his  hens  their  grain  in  litter,  making  them 
scratch  for  it,  and  while  doing  this  he 
had  "a  few  years  ago"  trouble  which  he 
had  not  known  before,  although  he  was 
no  novice  in  poultry  keeping.  When  he 
ceased  to  feed  erain  in  litter  the  good  re- 
sults described  followed.  The  explana- 
tion, as  he  gives  it,  is  that  the  bacteria 
taken  up  by  the  adult  fowls  passed  into 


the  eggs  and  were  there  ready  to  begin  to 
prey  upon  the  young  chickens  when 
hatched.  Evidently  he  has  been  absorb- 
ing some  white  diarrhea  literature.  Haw 
he  is  feeding  now  he  does  not  say.  As- 
suming that  feeding  in  litter  caused  the 
trouble,  the  conditions  must  have  been 
horrible.  No  such  results  follow  feeding 
in  litter  under  reasonable  conditions  of 
cleanliness.  There  will  be  no  trouble,  as 
a  rule,  with  grain  in  dry  litter.  It  is 
when  the  litter  is  damp  that  the  lilth  in 
it  adheres  to  grain. 

The  Kev.  T.  W.  Sturges  and  the  Rev. 
E.  Lewis  Jones,  prominent  English  fan- 
ciers, are  having  a  row  in  Poultry,  appar- 
ently because  they  do  not  agree  as  to 
whether  the  English  Campine  or  the  Bel- 
gian Campine  is  to  be  IT  in  the  Campine 
world.    I  notice  further  that  my  friend 


The  Best  Methods 
Give  Best  Results 

HIS  is  "Last  Call"  'of  the  Cyphers  Company's  Tlirrc  great  Free 
Books— \vritten.  published  and  distributed  to  make  poultry 
Raising  more  profitable.    Get  these  books  NOtV  for  this 
season's  work  and  profits. 
These  books,  describing  the  Cyphers  Company's  methods  of 
producing  healthy  chicks— their  brooding  methods— also  telling 
linw  and  what  to  tee<\—are  vnrth  many  dollars  to  everyone  inter- 
ested in  poultry  growing.   Write  for  your  Free  Set  today. 


Cyplien  Company'i  Chick  Food 

This  ino-lb.  hap.  Price  $2.50  f.o.b. 
Buffalo.  Boston.  New  York  City. 
Chicapo  and  Kansas  City.  Price 
f.  o.  b.  Oakland,  $3.00. 

Cypher*  Co.'s  DcTeloplDg  Food 

This  is  a  Medium  -  Granulated, 
Five-Grain  Balanced  Ration  for 
Growinp  Chicks  of  six  to  twelve 
weeks,  before  they  arc  pivcn 
whole  prain. 


POULTRY  FOODS] 
AND  FEEDING 


"Best  Methods  of  Brooding" 

(FREE  52-page  Book) 

Brooding  information  of  cxpey  t  value — brought  down  to  now! 
Proper  care  of  chicks  from  first  day  placed  in  brooder  till  turned 
out  on  range.  52  pages— many  illustrations.  Write  for  your  free 
copy  jiow—lnday. 

"Poultry  Foods  and  Feeding" 

(FREE  52-page  Book) 
Tells  how  to  feed  the  ctiicks  mrh  dntj  for  first  seven  days,  then  every  week 
tip  to  the  fifteenth  week.  piVes  methods  for  dcvclopinp  sturdy  breeders,  the 
best  layers  and  all  kinds  of  market  poultry.  Every  statement  and  suppe_stion 
has  hcen  proved  over  and  over  apain  on  the  Cyphers  Company's  own  tiD.OOO 
E.\periment  and  Development  Farm. 

"Profitable  Poultry  and  Egg  Production" 

(FREE  244-p»ge  Book) 
And  don't  forpet  this  is  LAST  CALL  for  the  Cyphers  Company's  Big 
1913  Year  Book.  Tells  how  to  make  most  money  on  poultry  and  epps;  plain, 
straipht-from-the-shoolder/acts  in  every  day  lanpuape.   Eight  chapters. 
Also  tells  all  about  f  —  z  ~ 
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—World's  Standard  Poultry  Equipment,  about 
Cvphers  Ready-Mixed  balanced. ration  and  more  ; 
tlian  100  Standiird  Poultry  articles. 

"^ooks  are  free,  without  obligation. 
them  today.  Address 

ator  Company,  Dept.  12 
lory  and  Home  Officej.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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view  oil  Wliito  Plynioudi  Kock  plani  of  R.  C.  CaltUvolI, 
Lyiiiloii,  Ohio. 


Elkington,  in  his  "  Fancy  Topics"  in  the 
8ame  pajier,  is  <;loating  over  Mr.  .Tones' 
apparent  conversion  from  the  cause  of 
international  standards,  as  shown  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  EngUsh  rather  than  tlie 
Belgian  type,  instead  of  accepting  "the 
theory  of  tlie  international  standardists" 
that  the  i)eople  who  originate  a  breed 
should  have  the  controlling  influence  in 
framing  a  standard  for  it.  Mr.  Elking- 
ton  concludes  with:  "Now  that  Mr. 
Jones  has  himself  taken  the  hammer  and 
driven  the  last  nails  into  the  cofhn  of  in- 
ternational standards,  I  suppose  we  may 
lay  it  to  rest  without  regrets  and  without 
the  slightest  hope  or  desire  of  resurrec- 
tion." 


I  was  not  aware  that  the  international 


standardists  had  any  definitely  formulated 
policies.    It  has  been  suggested,  I  think 
by  several  others  besides  myself,  that 
when  the  country  where  a  breed  origi- 
nated had  a  well  defined  type,  that  type 
should  be  accepted  when  the  breed  was 
introduced  elsewhere.    This,  apart  from 
the  question  of  international  standards. 
As  I  understand  the  attitude  of  those  who 
have  advocated  international  standards, 
they  have  merely  urged  that  representa- 
tive fanciers  of  Britain  and  America  get 
together  and  consider  the  matter.  The 
American  idea  of  the  method  of  proceed- 
ing in  such  cases  is  that  the  majority 
rules.    As  I  pointed  out  a  good  many 
months  ago,  it  is  not  at  all  improbable 
that  if  standards  were  adopted  by  an 
international  organization  the  divisions 
of  opinion  would  not  follow  national  lines. 


A  Poultry  Crank  on  Poultry  Papers. 


EDITOR  Far.m-Poultrv :  —  I  do  not 
hke  the  title,  "Farm-Poultry," 
of  your  paper.  It  should  be 
changed  to  read,  "The  Truth 
About  Poultry."  It  is  certainly  not  de- 
voted and  entirely  of  interest  to  those 
who  keep  poultry  on  farms,  although  it 
would  be  intensely  valuable  to  the  entire 
country  if  all  the  farmers  read  it,  for  they 
would  appreciate  it  more  than  anything 
of  its  kind  I  know  of,  and  would  see  the 
true  value  of  their  poultry  crop.  The 
poultryman  and  fancier  read  it  for  news 
and  concise  statements  about  any  new 
developments  and  expert  opinions  about 
their  business.  To  them  it  is  a  digest  to 
be  read  when  their  minds  are  not  self- 
centered  and  open  for  facts. 

For  the  beginner,  I  should  imagine, 
' '  Farm-Poultry  ' '  would  prove  not  as 
interesting  as  some  of  the  other  papers. 
It  deals  entirely  too  much  with  facts  and 
proofs  to  really  please  one  just  catching 
the  "hen  fever."  The  A.  P.  A.,  how- 
ever, should  pass  a  law  to  make  all  be- 
ginners read  it,  for  this  would  greatly 
increase  the  number  of  poultrymen  aa 
well  as  our  memberships,  and  do  away 
with  many  enemies  of  the  poultry  trade. 

There  is  another  element  growing 
stronger  every  year  to  contend  with. 
Like  your  paper,  they  are  not  combined 
and  might  be  dubbed  anarchists,  for  they 
are  opposed  to  the  swindling  games  and 
untruthful  statements  made  by  men  often 
high  in  the  poultry  fraternity,  who  know 
better  and  are  trying  to  ruin  a  sport  for 
their  gain.  This  element  is  the  sports- 
men who  love  poultry,  show  them  to  win 
fairly,  and  enjoy  keen  competition  more 
than  the  winners  which  they  are  bound 
to  produce  without  regard  to  trouble  or 
expense.  These  gentlemen  are  good  fel- 
lows, and  do  an  immense  amount  of  good 
besides  buying  the  best  stock  and  appli- 
ances that  can  be  produced.  Their  eye 
teeth  have  been  cut,  however,  and  it  is 
only  natural  for  them  to  turn  to  Farm- 
Poultry  for  the  value  of  their  money  or 
information  that  is  unbiased. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A  Poultry  Crank. 


Naming  a  paper  is  much  like  giving  a 
baby  a  name  with  a  certain  significance. 
It  may  or  may  not  Uve  up  to  the  name. 
When  this  paper  was  started  the  idea  of 
the  publishers,  and  the  then  editor,  was 


that  it  would  cater  especially  to  the 
farmer  as  distinguished  from  the  fancier. 
At  that  time  the  boom  in  specialized 
poultry  farming  was  just  getting  into 
good  swing.  With  one  exception,  the 
papers  of  the  time  were  devoted  rather 
more  to  the  fancier  than  to  the  plain 
poultry  keeper,  and  just  at  that  time  all 
the  old  poultry  papers  were  in  a  decadent 
condition.  The  paper  designed  for  the 
farmer  took  well,  though  only  a  small 
proportion  of  its  readers  were  really 
"farm"  poultry  keepers.  In  the  early 
years  the  pubUshers,  without  analyzing 
ttieir  lists,  really  thought  that  a  large  part 
of  their  papers  went  to  the  farms.  When 
they  realized  that  tliis  was  not  the  case, 
it  did  not  seem  expedient  to  change  the 
name  by  which  the  paper  was  known. 

A  name  that  is  short  and  suggests  just 
the  character  of  a  paper  is  hard  to  devise. 
We  may  think  that  it  would  be  of  special 
advantage  to  a  paper  to  have  such  a  name, 
but  that  is  not  always  the  case.  In  the 
case  of  the  name  suggested  in  place  of 
Farm-Poultry,  "The  Truth  About  Poul- 
try," would  it  really  be  a  good  name  to 
sell  papers?  The  correspondent  who  sug- 
gests it  also  states  that  our  plain  state- 
ments of  facts  do  not  please  the  ordinary 
beginner  as  well  as  the  treatments  of  sub- 
jects that  coincide  with  his  rosy  expecta- 
tions. The  name  "The  Truth  About 
Poultry,"  might  attract  the  beginner,  but 
if  it  isn't  the  truth  that  he  wants  it  will 
not  hold  him.  The  truth  will  not  be  any 
more  palatable  to  him  under  a  significant 
name  than  under  some  other  name.  So 
I  don't  see  that  there  would  be  much 
advantage  in  that  name. 

With  all  due  respect  to  the  A.  P.  A., 
I'm  inclined  to  think  that  if  a  paper 
wanted  to  benefit  by  action  of  the  A.  P. 
A.,  the  best  thing  that  could  happen  to  it 
might  be  to  have  the  A.  P.  A.  warn  be- 
ginners not  to  read  it.  Then  they  would 
make  a  grand  rush  to  see  what  there  was 
about  it  to  call  for  such  condemnation. 
The  A.  P.  A.,  however,  is  hardly  in  a 
position  to  pose  as  mentor  to  poultrymen 
in  anything.  Its  prestige  is  not  what  it 
was  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  began  to 
discipline  those  convicted  of  "wrongful 
practice  s."  At  that  time  it  was  looked 
at  as  an  organization  that  had  a  not  alto- 
gether savory  record,  but  had  recently 
reorganized  and  forgiven  itself  for  all  its 
past  sins,  and  so  was  qualified  to  sit  in 


Only  Live  Chicks  Count 

It  is  not  the  mihilur  of  (  hicks  lialihtil,  Init  the  niimhci  raised,  ih.it 
makes  a  pouhry  farm  prolitable.    Chicks  trampled  to  death  or  smothered  in 
the  brooding  represent  loss.  .  - 

International 

SANITARY  HOVER 

The  only  hover  that  is  warmer  near  the  curtain  th.nn 
at  the  center.    This,  by  causitig  the  rhitks  to  dislrilnite 
themselves  near  the  edge  of  tlie  curtain,  prcvetits  crowiling 
and  assures  plenty  of  fresh  air. 

'I'lie  Sanitary  Hover  ran  he  picked  up  and  carried  around 
with  ease  and  used  anywhere.  Norarpenter  work  isreipiircd 
to  set  it  up.   It  is  fireproof,  unbreakable,  absolutely  relialde. 

More  sales  are  being  made  of  Sanitary  Hovers  than  of  any 
other  two  makes  combined.    Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  Sanitary 
Hovers  sold  are  replacing  other  brooding  devices.  If  you  are 
going  to  raise  chicks  this  spring,  you  owe  to  them  to  investi- 
I  gate  the  results  achieved  with  the  Sanitary  Hover. 
I       Indorsed  by  Kellerstrass,  Owen  Farms,  Wm.  (look 
&  Sons,  and  America's  leading  poultrymen  generally. 
I  The  concerns  named  are  breeders  of  the  highest  priced^ 
birds  in  the  country.     Evexy  chick  entrusted  to  a 
hover  by  them  represents  from  $10  to  $100  in  value. 
They  use  the  Sanitary  Hover  because  they  know  ili 
I  can  he  depended  on. 

Write  tor  booklet  conlaininK  >  'ull  description  ol  tlirj 
one  perfect  hrooditiE  device — the  Sinitarir  Hover. 

INTERNATIONAL  POULTRY  SALES  CO., 
Box  1 1 :(,  Brown's  Hills,  N.  J. 


150,000 


Day-Old  Chicks 

are  all  we  can  supply  this  season 


Last  season  we  returned 
hundreds  of  doUars  because 
we  could  not  hatch  enouch  chicks  to 
supply  the  demand.    Durinc  the  sprinc 
months  our  capacity  was  booked  from  six  to 
eieht  weeks  in  advance.   This  season  there  is  only 
one  sure  way  to  ttet  stock  when  you  want  it  and  as  much 
as  you  want.    Book  your  order  now— FREE  for  Day-old 
Chicks,  Hatchinc  Eccs  and  8-weeks-old  Chicks.   Send  no 
money  now — not  a  cent  until  just  before  the  date  of  your  ship- 


ment.  Think  of  these  records 
made  by  our  customers  : 
Pullet  lays  first  egg  at  96  days. 
Ten  hens  lay  2497  eggs  in  one  year. 

We  make  shipments  anywhere  and  guarantee 
safe  arrival.  Remember  we  can  hatch  only  l.'iO.OOO 
chicks  this  year,  so  get  in  your  order  at  once. 

8-weeks-old  Chicks 

A  new  and  successful  plan  to  get  qualify  stock.  Brood- 
ers not  needed.  Avoids  losses  from  bad  weather,  hawks, 
etc.   Can  ship  all  pullets,  or  any  proportion  desired. 
$225  in  Prizes  to  be  Given  Away 
Our  great  "First  Eggs"  contest,  to  see  how  early  Pittsfield  PuUeta 
will  lay  for  our  customers,  is  under  way.   Send  for  details. 

"Money-Making  Poultry" 
Get  this  great,  free,  helpful  poultry-book.  Explains  our 
feeding  system  and  tells  you  how  to  adapt  our 
simple  methods  to  your  own  profits 
PITTSFIELD  POUITRY  FARM  CO. 
210  Main  St.,  Ftttsfteld,  Maine 


Eggs  for  Hatcliing 

tre  iuvnrtnhl !/  fill  ordrrn  iril/i  hntrh- 
infl  rggs  laifl  the  uttme  <tay  Hint  ship- 
ment  is  made.   We  ship  any  dis- 
tance—  frequently  to  tlic  PaclDc 
Coast.  Safe  Jelivery  guaranteed. 
Ekks  from  our  special  pens  of 
Prize  Winners  can  be  liad. 
Our  Pinsneld  Birds  won 
more  Prices  al  Bosloo 
this  year  ttian  any 
other  Barred 
Rocks. 


Save  5^  On  Your  Incubator 


My  new  Incubator,  the  BufTalo,  fulfills  the  life-Ionp: 
demand  of  thousands  of  iioultrynien  for  a  Standard 
Hatcher  at  a  reasoiialilc  price.  It  offers  ail  the  quality 
and  durability  f)f  the  best  hiph  priced  inciihatfjr.s  at 
half  the  price  of  any  other  incubator  containing 
the  Cyphers  Principle.  Buffalo  Incubators  insure 
you  biK  liatchcs  of  .strong  chicks  that  liv;  and  are  _ 
easily  raised  to  make  money  for  you.  The  Buffalo  is  simp.ly  a  wonder. 
I  am  proud  of  it.    There  is  nothing  cheap  about  U  but  the  price, 

Note  My  Low  Prices 

Offer  No 


.  Ship. 
,  .Ship. 


130  lbs.  $19.00 
160  lbs.  $24.00 


Oder  Ho.  0-  50  lo  60  Egg  Size,  Ship.  Wt.  65  lbs.  $10.50  |  Offer  No.  2-220  jo  240  Egg  Size, 
Offer  Ho.  1-  110  lo  120  Egg  Size,  Ship.  Wl.  90  lbs.  $14.50  I  Offer  No.  3-340  to  360  Egg  Size, 

MY  BROODER  PRICES  ARE  EQUALLY  LOW 
TL     M^..,  >|  — 1620  Egg  Capacity,  $94.00.  An  incubator— and  a  hatcher— 

1  ne  new  Dig  **  occupies  .same  floor  space  a.s  any  .standard  360  egg  machine. 
Incubating  section  alone,  1080  egg  capacity,  operated  with  one  lamp. 

SMOKE  rtOE 


Something  New  in  Hovers 

$8- 


Buffalo 
Handy  Hover 


Buffalo  d»'7 
Home  Hover  y  I 


The  Buffalo  "Handy"  is  a  floor  level  hover— s.ini- 
tar>— perfectly  ventilated— heats  easily— uses  little 
oil  — flame  can  be  seen  ivilhout  stooping.  Send 
postal  for  fuller  description,  or  better,  send  along 
your  order  before  we  are  over-sold. 


Buffalo  Handy  Hover— 100  Chick  Capacity 


To        wheo  writlof  •dTertiitn, 


Chas.  A.  Cyphers,  '"'"^"SsJ^ufsr Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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APRIL 


Nataral  Picture  of  a  typical  S.  C.  Black 
Minorca  Hen. 

judgment  on  all  evil  doers  in  the  poultry 
world,  and  clean  things  up  generally. 

Then,  when  it  placed  the  ban  on  a  fan- 
cier, the  papers  declined  to  take'his  ad- 
vertising. Would  they  do  so  now?  I 
think  not.  We  have  today  the  spectacle 
of  the  same  papers,  not  waiting  for  the 
A.  I'.  A.  to  remove  the  ban  from  a  man, 
but  virtually  affirming  that  the  attitude  of 
the  A.  1'.  A.  in  the  case  makes  no  differ- 
ence to  them.  What  becomes  of  the 
I)restige  of  an  "international"  associa- 
tion when  such  a  situation  exists?  As 
long  as  the  man  flourishes  outside  its  pale, 
he  is  a  living  monument  of  the  futility  of 
its  {condemnations.  It  is  no  object  to  him 
to  go  back.  If  the  association  wants  to 
get  rid  of  the  shadow  his  success  casts 
upon  its  reputation,  it  can  only  do  so  by 
persuading  him  to  come  back.  But,  in 
this  case,  even  that  could  not  save  its 
face;  it  has  waited  too  long.  It  ought  to 
have  taken  the  initiative  in  the  forgiving 
act,  before  the  poultry  press  did. 

The  existence  of  the  element  among 
fanciers  that  wants  absolutely  fair  compe- 
tition, or  rather  the  rebellion  of  this  ele- 
ment against  the  conditions  that  have 
developed  in  competition  in  fancy  poul- 
try, is  going  to  lead  to  changes  of  some 
kind.  I  don't  know  just  what  these 
will  be,  but  I  lean  toward  the  opinion 
that  the  most  likely  first  step  will  be  the 
organization  of  show  associations,  perhaps 
small  ones  at  lirst,  in  which  by  "  a  gen- 
tleman's agreement,"  or  possibly  even  by 
rule,  the  forms  of  fitting  birds  for  exhil)i- 
tion  that  may,  and  those  that  may  not  be 
practiced,  will  be  sharply  defined.  That 
might  not  work  in  competitions  open  to 
the  world,  but  I  think  that  it  could  be 
worked  in  competitions  between  members 
of  a  club  or  society  in  which  honorable 
adherence  to  the  code  agreed  upon  was 
regarded  as  a  moral  obligation.  I  believe 
that  the  sentiment  of  fanciers  generally  is 
in  favor  of  fair  competition,  and  that,  as 
a  rule,  a  fancier  will  play  fair  unless  he 
sees  that  the  rules,  as  stated,  are  not  the 
rules  enforced.  In  other  words,  he  plays 
the  game  as  it  is  played. 

A  matter  of  considerable  importance  in 
securing  fair  competition  in  poultry  is  to 
know  who  are  to  compete  as  well  as  who 
is  to  judge.  There  is  a  constantly  grow- 
ing tendency  for  shows,  especially  the 
larger  shows,  to  place  matters  relating  to 
the  competition  in  a  breed  or  variety  in 
the  hands  of  the  specialty  club  interested 
in  it.  The  club  often  selects  the  judge, 
and  very  often  provides  special  prizes. 
The  management  of  exhibits  by  clubs 
might  be  carried  farther  to  advantage. 
A  club  might  limit  exhibits  to  its  mem- 
bers, and  might  arrange  for  competitions 
extending  over  a  series  of  years  that 
would,  in  a  measure,  make  competition 
compulsory,  and  not  allow  members  to 
flunk  contests  they  were  afraid  of.  We 
need  a  little  more  of  real  organization  in 
poultry  competitions. 

I  would  like  to  add  here  a  word  about 
the  comments  in  F.-P.  upon  statements 
in  other  places  that  are  neither  "facts  nor 


proof,"  but  the  kinds  of  untruths  or  half 
truths  that  mislead  those  who  do  not 
know  the  subject,  or  do  not  take  the 
trouble  to  analyze  the  statements.  As  an 
editor,  I  would  rather  j)resent  the  facts 
and  principles  without  reference  to  any- 
one else's  erroneous  statements,  or  with- 
out identifying  the  author  of  a  statement 
corrected  ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  object  of 
discussion  is  to  emphasize  the  facts,  and 
the  facts  can  be  much  more  easily  and 
firmly  impressed  upon  the  reader's  mind 
by  stating  everything  relating  to  them 
plainly,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  best 
to  discuss  whatever  might  be  of  value  cfr 
interest  to  tho.se  who  want  to  know  the 
plain  truth,  without  paying  much  atten- 
tion to  the  sensibilities  of  those  whose 
views  are  criticised  to  point  a  moral  or 
enforce  a  principle.  I  take  the  ground 
that  whatever  is  printed  challenges  criti- 
cism, and  that  no  one  has  any  ground 
for  complaint  of  criticism  that  states  his 
position  fairly,  even  though  it  deals  with 
his  errors  severely.  The  question  at  issue 
is  whether  he  is  leading  people  right  or 
leading  them  astray. 


Minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  American  Buff  Leghorn  Club 
Held  Jan.  3,  1913,  at  Madison 
Square,  New  York  City. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
President  F.  A.  Tecktonius.  Secretary 
George  S.  Barnes  being  absent,  William 
W.  Storms  was  appointed  secretary  pro 
tempore. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read  and  duly  approved. 

The  club  then  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  officers  with  the  following  result: 

President  —  F.  A.  Tecktonius,  Racine, 
Wis.  Eastern  Vice-President  —  Archi- 
bald B.  Dalby,  Red  Bank,  N.  J.  West- 
ern Vice-President  —  W.  H.  Boyle,  1531 
4th  Ave.,  West,  Vancouver,  B.  C.  South- 
ern Vice-President  —  M.  L.  Isbell,  Bear- 
den,  Ark.  Secretary-Treasurer  —  Geo. 
S.  Barnes,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  Execu- 
tive Committee  —  Wm.  Ulmer,  McKees- 
port.  Pa. ;  Edw.  D.  Cornish,  Naples, 
N.  Y. ;  Wm.  W.  Storms,  Racine,  Wis. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  was  presented  by 
AVilliam  W.  Storms,  who  moved  its  adop- 
tion : 

Rule  19.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  honorary  vice-president  of 
the  club  unless  he  is  at  the  time  of  elec- 
tion a  life  member  thereof. 

Motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the 
same  be  adopted.  Having  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  the  rule  was  de- 
clared to  be  adopted. 

President  F.  A.  Tecktonius  presented 
to  the  meeting  for  discussion  the  question 
of  combining  the  National  Buff  Leghorn 
Club  with  the  American  Buff  Leghorn 
Club  under  the  name  of  American  Buff 
l^gliorn  Club,  and  of  passing  a  fixed  rule 
holding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Buff  Leghorn  Club  at  a  central  point 
each  year,  which  place  of  meeting  shall 
be  fixed  definitely  by  an  expression  of 
the  members  of  both  clubs  at  large.  Pres- 
ident Tecktonius  stated  that  he  had  con- 
ferred with  officers  of  the  American  Buff 
Leghorn  Club  and  that  they  were  agree- 
able to  some  steps  taken  along  this  line, 
and  that  they  would  obtain  the  expression 
of  the  members  of  their  club  as  to  their 
choice  of  the  best  place  or  places  of  hold- 
ing the  annual  meeting  of  both  clubs, 
should  they  be  united. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that 
President  F.  A.  Tecktonius  be  directed  to 
write  a  circular  letter  to  all  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Buff  leghorn  Club 
asking  an  expression  of  their  opinion  as 
to  this  question.  The  members  present 
were  of  the  opinion  that  only  one  Buff 
Leghorn  Club  should  exist  in  the  United 
States  for  the  best  interests  of  promoting 
the  advancement  of  the  Bufl  Leghorn  in- 
terests, both  Single  and  Rose  Comb,  and 
all  reasonable  steps  and  efforts  should  be 
taken  to  accomplish  this  result. 

The  secretary  read  the  financial  report 
of  the  club,  and  Secretary  George  S. 
Barnes  was  authorized  and  directed  to 
prepare  the  annual  catalog  along  the 
lines  the  same  as  has  been  prepared  in 
previous  years. 

The  club  will  be  jileased  to  send  its  SO 
page  catalogue  free  to  those  that  ask. 
W.M.  W.  SxoKMs,  Sec'y  Pro  tern. 


ROOFING 


Why  Practical  Men 
Demand  Amatite 


ROOFING  that 
needs  paint  ev- 
ery two  years  can't 
hold  the  market  a- 
gainst  A  m  a  t  i  t  e — 
which  needs  no 
paint  whatever. 

Practical  men 
know  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  a  roof that 
needs  no  painting. 
They  know  what  a 
nuisance  the  paint- 
ing is.  They  know 
how  much  it  costs. 
They  know  how  lia- 
ble they  are  to  neg- 


lect to  paint  their  roofs  at  the  prop- 
er time. 

Painted  roofings  arc  waterproof 
only  where  the  paint  is.  Aniatile  Is 
waterproof  all  the  way  through. 

Amatite  is  sold  in  the  usual  con- 
venient rolls  of  110  square  feet  witli 
a  smooth  lap  where  the  mineral  sur- 
face is  omitted,  so  as  to  secure  a 
tight  joint.  Nails  and  cement  are 
packed  in  the  center  of  each  roll. 

Free  sample  and  booklet  on  re- 
quest to  nearest  office. 

Betrrett   Manufacturing  Company 

New  York  Chk-aeo  PhUadt-lphia  li<>»itoD 
St.  Louifi  Cleveland  Pittsbiirch  CincinnRti 
Kansas  City  Minneai'oli^  Seattle 

Corey,  Ala, 


PETALUMA  BROODER  STOVE 

 WITH    AUTOMATIC  OIL  REGULATOR.  

By  its  use  more  and  better  chick.s 
are  raised  with  one-half  the  labor. 
No  crowding;  no  chilling;  no  over- 
heating. Write  for  free  catalogue, 
which  gives  full  particulars  about 
this  wonderful  method  of  brooding. 


NIGHT  SCKNK. 


WE    PAY   THE  FREIGHT. 


Petaluma  Brooder  Stove  Works, 

I'KTAMMA,    -    -    -    -  CAI.IIOHXIA 


Do  You  Need  Cuts? 

EveiT  fancier  must  appreciate  the  advertising  valne  of  orl(;lnaI  cuts  to  Illustrate 
Ills  cataloRue,  folder,  business  card,  envelope,  letter  head,  etc.  A  good  photograph 
of  a  prize  winner  or  typical  specimen  of  his  stock  enables  him  to  obtain  a  fine  print- 
ing half-tone  of  suitable  size  which,  as  an  advertising  investment,  cannot  be  sur- 
passed.  Considering  the  permanent  value  of  such  cuts,  the  expense  Is  small. 

WHEN  YOU  NEED 

half-tones,  line  outs  or  electrotypes,  for  whatever  purpose,  let  us  co-operate  with 
you  for  their  production.  Write  us  fully  and  freely  about  what  you  require  of  that 
nature,  or  send  us  the  photograph  or  drawing,  with  a  brief  statement  of  your  Inten- 
tions, and  we  will  give  you  careful  and  conservative  advice  prompted  by  years  of 
experience  In  this  line.  Nothing  will  be  done  about  the  making  of  cuts  until 
definitely  authorized  by  you. 

WE  WILL  SAVE  YOU 

money,  as  our  special  arrangement  with  Boston's  leading  Engraving  Company  per- 
mits us  to  have  your  worit  done  at  very  lowest  prices.  If  your  photograph  is  lacking 
in  clearness  or  insufficient  in  detail,  we  will  tell  .vou  so — unhesitatingly— for  a  poor 
cut,  by  the  unfavorable  impression  it  creates,  is  a  positive  detriment.  If  there  Is 
any  remedy,  it  will  be  outlined,  and  all  expense  clearly  understood  in  advance.  Let 
us  handle  such  propositions  together,  you  making  us  responsible  as  your  adviser  and 
executive,  (hereby  insuring  the  greatest  economy  and  fullest  satisfaction. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


9bK 'ai^'a^ '■■^'■■^     'H^ 'a^ 
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T9  iVf,  when  writing  advertlMri,  '*SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— pl«ue  tbem— and  beip  ■■. 
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Did  Mr.  Richards  Make  a  Mistake? 


THE  more  it  is  considered,  and  espe- 
cially the  more  it  is  considered  in 
the  lifjlit  of  coninieMt  npon  it,  the 
more  il  looks  <is  if  K.  K.  liichards 
had  made  a  mistake  in  going  hack  into 
the  race  lor  president  after  having  once 
withdrawn.  A  man's  own  first  inipnlses 
in  matters  of  that  kind  are  nsually  pretty 
safe  guides.  When  !\lr.  Kichards  came 
out  as  lii-st  candidate  in  the  tield,  the  in- 
dications were  that  there  would  he  no 
serious  contest,  hut  that  another  would 
be  added  to  the  growing  line  of  precedents 
which  demanded  that  when  a  candidate 
otiered  himself  and  appeared  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to  a  large  i)roportion  of  the 
■  members,  everyone  else  should  stand 
back.  When  a  movement  arose  to  i)re- 
sent  a  candidate  who  would  represent  the 
breeders  and  the  elements  which  prefer 
the  real  poultrymen  for  the  ollices,  Mr. 
Richards  promptly  decided  that  ho  would 
not  head  the  opposition  to  this  move- 
ment. That  was  the  wise  position  for 
him  to  take. 

When  he  comes  back  at  the  urgent 
solicitation  of  another  editor  he  places 
himself  in  a  false  position.  I  was  reli- 
ably informed  at  the  Ciarden  Show,  Janu- 
ary 1st,  that  Mr.  Richards  had  said  that 
he  would  not  run.  I  did  not  ask  when 
he  had  arrived  at  that  decision,  but,  in 
view  of  later  developments,  that  point 
has  a  little  interest.  Theodore  Hewes 
says  in  the  Inhnul  for  March  :  "In  the 
case  of  the  presidency,  we  thought  last 
month  there  was  only  one  candidate  in 
the  field,  as  Mr.  E.  B.  Thompson,  of 
Amenia,  N.  Y.,  seemed  to  be  the  only 
one  that  could  be  depended  upon  to  stand 
for  the  election,  but  later,  through  the 
sojicitation  of  Mr.  Curtis,  E.  E.  Richards, 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  has  decided  to 
enter  the  tield.  *  ♦  *  We  were  sur- 
prised that  IMr.  Richards  agreed  to  stand 
for  the  election,  as  he  told  us  at  Chicago 
that  he  had  decided  to  wait  at  least 
another  year.  He  is  still  on  the  execu- 
tive board  and  his  term  does  not  expire 
until  1914." 

"At  Chicago,"  I  presume,  means  at  the 
Chicago  Show,  December  12  — 18,  two 
weeks  after  the  Thompson  boom  was 
launched.  Mr.  Hewes  was  the  man  who 
tirst  stated  positively  to  me  at  New  York 
that  Richards  was  not  a  candidate.  Some 
men  who  were  supporting  Richards  in- 
sisted that  he  had  not  withdrawn,  or  they 
would  have  been  informed ;  but  I  found 
others  who  had  information  corroborating 
Mr.  Hewes. 

Now  the  interesting  question  is,  how 
did  it  happen  that  the  report  that  Mr. 
Richards  would  not  be  a  candidate  did 
not  reach  the  oHice  of  the  American  Poul- 
try World  until  "about  the  middle"  of 
January?  The  J.  P.  W.  a.m\  the  Reliable 
Poidlrij  Journal  are  edited  by  the  same 
person.  One  is  located  in  the  East;  one 
in  the  West.  Both  papers  have  enough 
representatives  out  in  the  show  season  to 
catch  any  report  atloat  before  it  gets  far. 
Were  they  all  "asleep  at  the  switch?" 
Or  do  they  with  one  accord  neglect  to 
mention  such  matters  to  the  boss?  Prol>- 
ably  neither.  It  is  not  stated  that  the 
report  which  readied  A.  P.  W.  office 
about  the  middle  of  January  was  news 
there.  It  seems  to  me  quite  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  reports  came  quite  fre- 
quently for  a  month  before  the  one  men- 
tioned. However  that  may  be,  it  ap- 
pear that  more  than  a  month  after  Mr. 
Richards  had  told  ]Mr.  Hewes  at  Chicago 
that  he  was  not  a  candidate,  Mr.  Curtis 
wrote  to  Mr.  Richards,  urging  him  to 
run,  and  doing  it  so  urgently  that  Mr. 
Richards  wires  a  reply. 

One  is  naturally  curious  to  know  why, 
after  having  said  in  the  January  issue  of 
the  A.  P.  W.,  in  mejitioning  the  (iroposed 
candidacies  of  Mr.  Essex  and  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, "either  one  of  these  men  would  be 
competent  to  handle  the  duties  of  A.  P. 
A. — and  the  association  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  having  so  large  a  list  of  able  men 
from  which  to  make  its  choice,"  Mr. 
Curtis  became,  a  month  later,  so  eager  to 
oppose  E.  B.  Thompson  that  he  urges 
Richards  to  re-enter  the  race,  urges  mem- 
bers to  vote  for  him,  and  does  not  even 
mention  the  fact  of  Thompson's  can- 
didacy in  the  issue  of  the  paper  which 
reaches  his  subscribera  when  the  voting 
is  going  on.    This  seems  more  singular 


lu'cause,  while  l\fr.  Thompson  was  taking 
no  part  in  A.  P.  A.  politics,  he  seemed  to 
have  no  more  ardent  admirer  than  Mr. 
Cnrtif. 

Then  after  he  entered  the  race  for  pres- 
ident there  was  about  six  weeks,  during  a 
month  of  which  he  was  i>ractically  the 
only  candidate  in  the  tield,  and  then, 
suddenly,  Mr.  Curtis  makes  up  his  mind 
to  oppose  Thompson.  Why  this  attitude 
tdward  a  competent  man  upon  whose 
cauilidacy  he  had  said  the  A.  P.  A.  was 
to  be  congratulated?  And  why  was  it 
necessary,  when  telling  readers  of  the  A. 
P.  W.  that  Mr.  Richards,  at  his  solicita- 
tion, had  consented  to  run,  and  urging 
them  to  vote  for  Richards,  to  add :  "It 
shouUl  be  needless  for  us  to  say  that  we 
have  no  personal  or  business  interest  in 
the  matter,  further  than  our  general  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  American 
I'oultry  Association  and  the  poultry  in- 
dustry of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
at  large?" 

What  interest  of  the  association  or  of 
the  industry  demanded  that  Mr.  Curtis 
should  lind  a  candidate  to  oppose  Mr. 
Thompson?  It  seems  apparent  on  the 
face  of  the  case  that  a  man  who  seeks  a 
candidate  to  oppose  one  who  practically 
has  the  field  to  himself  has  some  object 
in  it.  It  is  easy  to  aay  in  general  terms 
that  one  is  doing  a  certain  thing  for  the 
general  good,  but  when  it  comes  to  show- 
ing how  the  association  or  the  industry 
would  suffer  by  the  election  of  l\Ir.  Thomp- 
son, that  is  quite  a  dilferent  matter. 
What  did  Mr.  Thompson  say  or  do,  or 
fail  or  refuse  to  say  or  do  between  the 
time  when  he  was  competent  and  his  can- 
didacy a  cause  of  congratulation  to  the 
association,  and  the  time  (only  a  month 
later)  when  his  candidacy  must  not  even 
be  mentioned? 

I  don't  know  whether  reports  of  Mr- 
Thompson's  attitude  reached  Buffalo  or 
not,  but  I  do  know  that  from  the  time 
the  question  of  his  candidacy  was  flrst 
broached  he  said  positively  that  he  wanted 
no  support  that  involved  any  obligation 
to  any  individual  or  element  in  the  asso- 
ciation. To  one  man  he  said,  in  sub- 
stance: "Should  I  be  elected  I  will  use  in 
the  conduct  of  the  office  all  the  ability 
that  I  have  for  the  best  good  of  the  whole 
poultry  industry  of  this  country.  I  would 
be  the  president  in  name  and  in  action.  I 

AI.ONE  WOULD  BE  PRESIDENT." 

Is  such  a  declaration  of  independence 
incompatible  with  Mr.  Curtis'  idea  of  the 
qualifications  of  a  candidate  for  president 
of  the  A.  P.  A.  ?  If  it  is,  can  Mr.  Rich- 
ards afford  to  appear  before  the  members 
and  the  poultry  public  as  the  man  selected 
by  Mr.  Curtis  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
election  of  Mr.  Thompson? 


Made  Matter  of  Necessity. 


In  the  endeavor  to  uplift  the  race,  a 
friend  of  ours  started  in  by  trying  to 
smash  silly  old  superstitions.  Our  friend 
believes  that  negroes  are  maligned,  and 
that  many  of  the  stock  jokes  about  them 
are  not  founded  on  fact.  He  has,  in  fact, 
succeeded  in  proving  that  a  number  of 
the  old  minstrel  standbys  are  mere  sense- 
less jests.  And  the  other  day  he  inter- 
viewed the  elevator  boy  in  his  otlice  build- 
ing. 

"Arthur,"  he  said,  "  there's  a  silly  old 
saying  that  you  colored  people  are  crazy 
about  chickens.  I  can't  see  how  that 
started.    Do  yon  like  (thicken?" 

"  Ya.ssah." 

"Of  course  —  almost  everybody  likes 
chickens.  I  mean  to  say,  do  you  like  it 
better  than  anything  el.se  in  the  world? 
Do  you  like  it  so  well  that  you  would 
steal  it  if  you  couldn't  obtain  it  hon- 
estly?" 

"  Bo.ss,  I  likes  chicken  so  well  dat  if  I 
couldn't  get  it  no  other  way,  I'd  buy  it!  " 
— Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 


Ethel  was  visiting  her  uncle  for  the  first 
time  on  the  farm.  She  ran  in  from  the 
shed  where  her  uncle  was  picking  a 
chicken. 

"Mother,"  she  cried,  "come out  quick! 
Uncle  is  husking  a  hen  in  the  shed. — 
Pittsburg  Post. 


The  Hall  Coal  Heated 
Colony  Brooder 

If  you  want  range  raised  chicks  you  cannot  afford  not  to  use 
Hall  Colony  Brooder. 

ChicKs  Are  Healthier 

With  the  coal  heated  brooder  there  are  no  fires,  no  chilled  chicks, 
no  kerosene  fumes.  Greater  indoor  comfort  and  cleanliness 
and  range  afield  result  in  chicks  of  superior  vitality. 

Three-Fourths  of  the  Expense  and  Labor  is  Saved 

Coal  is  a  far  cheaper  fuel  than  kerosene  and  the  Hall  Brooder 
Heater  requires  less  attention  than  a  kerosene  lamp.    When  you 
care  for  one  Hall  Heater  you  are  attending  to  from  three  to  four  hundred  chicks. 
A  like  saving  is  experienced  in  feeding,  watering  and  cleaning. 

Professor  Rice  of  Cornell  says:  "The  most  expensive  factor  in  rearing  chicks  is  the 
labor  required  to  handle  the  larger  number  of  brooders  when  the  chicks  are  kept  in 
small  flocks." 

Loss  from  Moving'  CKicKs  E^liminated 

When  the  chicks  are  old  enough  the  brooder  is  removed  and  the  chicks  remain  in 
the  house  until  mature,  avoiding  both  labor  and  the  serious  setback  to  chick  growth 
that  results  when  they  are  removed  to  strange  quarters. 

Write  at  once  for  our  Catalog  and  prepare  yourself  to  raise  more  and  better  chicks 
with  less  expense  and  labor, 

THE  HALL  MAMMOTH  INCUBATOR  COMPANY 
186  southe:r.n  avenue. 


for  cle&nlng 


LITTLE,  FA.IvL,S,  N.  Y. 


Commonwealth  Safety  Oil 

For  Incubators  and  Brooders. 

Most  of  the  oils  now  Ijeine  sold  have  a  teiidenoy  to  make  a  black,  lieavy  char  or  crust  on  the  wick,  and 
by  the  time  the  oil  is  halt  burned  out  of  the  lamp  the  tlanie  grows  <llm,  anil  coii8ui|Nciitly  reduces  the 
temperature  of  the  incubator  or  bi  ooder.  The  beauty  of  the  oil  we  recommend  Is  that  It  makes  no  char 
whatever,  so  long  as  there  is  any  oil  at  all  la  the  lamp,  and  will  give  a  steady,  consbmt  llanie  nri  to  the 
last  moment.  We  are  supplying  incubators  and  brooders  far  and  near,  and  we  receive  nothing  but 
Ijraise  fi>r  this  oil.  We  have  noticed  that  many  of  the  incubator  books  ailvise  their  customers  to  trim 
the  wicks  every  dny.    It  will  be  entirely  unnecessary  to  do  so  wlien  using  lliis  oil. 

You  do  not  need  to  Trim  Your  Wick  During  the  Whole 
Twenty- One  Days  Required  for  Hatching  the  Eggs. 

If  this  oil  is  kept  iu  the  lamp  coutiimally,  the  wick  will  last  not  only  twenty-one  days,  but  au  indef- 
inite period  without  charring.  Be  sure  and  always  have  this  oil  in  your  lamj)  and  you  will  never  have 
any  charred  wicks.   It  is  also  the  best  iu  use  foi-  house  lamps 

We  can  refer  you  to  Maine  Agricultural  College,  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Park  &  Pollard 
Co.,  Cyphers  Incubator  Co.,  and  the  .Tos.  Breck  &  Sous,  Corp.,  all  of  Bosloji,  Mass.;  Messrs.  Weber 
Bros.,  of  Wrentham.  Mass.;  t\  S.  Keith,  South  Easton,  Mass.;  Dr.  N.  \V.  Saidiorn,  llolden,  Mass.; 
Owen  Farms,  Vineyard  Haven,  Mass.;  A.  CI.  Duston,  South  Framingham,  Mass.;  .1.  \V.  Andrews,  I)igh 
ton,  Mass.;  Lestei'  Tompkins.  Concord,  Mass.;  Clias.  X''.  Thompson  &  Co.,  Lynndeld  C<  iitcr,  Mass.,  and 
many  othei'S.   \\'rite  for  prices. 

Try  our  SPRAYIN(i  OIl>  for  extermination  of  vermin;  foi- roosts  and  Interior  of  houses.  Price 
eight  cents  per  gallon.    Manufactureil  by 

JENNEY  MFC.  CO.,  8  India  and  146  Milk  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Breck's  Improved 
Brooder  Stove 

We  oai.t,  Spfcial  Attention  to  otm  Latest 
ANr>  Most  Impuovkd  .Stovk;  Abmolutkly  Sake; 
Fkee  Fkom  Smoke  and  Smei.l. 

Made  of  the  Best  Galvanized  Steel. 

PRICE  $1.25. 


JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SONS, 

51  North  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Here  is  Your  Chance! 

Do  yon  want  Faiui-Poultrv  complete  for  1912?  We  will  mail  yon  the  entire 
vohiMie,  Jannary  to  December  inclusive— twelve  numbers  in  ail— at  tlie  special 
low  price  of  2o  cents,  postage  prepaid  i>y  us.  Or  we  will,  if  yon  prefer,  include 
with  the  1912  volume  a  yearly  subscription  to  Farm- Poui.tr v,  both  for  G5  cents. 

300  Pages  of  Good  Reading-25c. 
With  Farm-Poultry  one  year— 65c. 

Farm-Poui.try  for  1912  contains  such  excellent  articles  as  "  Methods  of  Fat- 
tening Poultry,"  "The  Inside  of  a  Permanent  Poultry  House,"  "The  Con- 
servation of  Vigor,"  "  Selection  and  (Jare  of  Eggs  for  Successful  Hatching," 
"A  Low  Cost  Farm  Poultry  House,"  "  Lice  and  Mites  on  Fowls,"  "  How  to 
Get  Fgga  in  Winter,"  and  many  others  of  splendid  value.  One  of  those  com- 
plete volumes  and  a  yearly  subscription  to  Fakm-Poiii.trv  is  an  exceptionally 
good  coinliiiiation  which  will  please  and  s.atisfy  you.  Better  order  at  once 
to  avoid  disai)poiiUment,  as  our  iiupply  of  the  complete  volmno  is  limited. 
Remember,  we  prepay  postage. 

Farm-Poultry  Pub.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 


To  say,  wheo  writlne  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 


1  1  8 

♦  Interesting 

and 
Instructive 

;:  TRADE 
TOPICS 

aa  discus.scd  and  submitted  hy 
advertisers.  Our  readers  will 
lind  in  these  brief  mentions  of 
special  features,  of  claims  ad- 
vanr-ed  and  siiort  business  ar<;n- 
nients,  iinicli  information  of  a 
nature  wliicii  will  nut  only  aiM 
substantially  to  their  knowlfd<,'e 
of  current  trade  liappenings  and 
affairs,  but  may  liclj)  materially 
to  decide  subseiinent  buyin<^ 
jiroblems. 


Farm-Poultry 


APRIL 


A  Great  Fruit  Paper. 


Tlie  February  edition  of  The  FniU 
Gromn-  and  Furuicr,  published  at  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  comprised  100  pages, 
and  specializeil  on  the  sui)jects  of  Gar- 
dening and  I'oullry.  This  monthly  mag- 
azine is  filled  to  the  brim  every  month 
with  articles  of  interest  to  everyone  who 
grows  fruit.  The  regular  subscription 
rate  is  $1  a  year,  but  the  publishers  are 
now  making  a  special  introductory  rate 
of  50  cents  for  a  year's  trial,  aiicl  each  new 
subscriber  will  receive  three  tine  apple 
trees  without  charge,  provided  the  names 
of  two  larmers  are  sent  with  remittance. 


Orpington  Cup  Winning:  Record. 

Here  is  a  list  of  successes  achieved  by 
Mr.  Emil  R.  Doehr,  A\'alIingford,  Conn., 
with  his  Single  Comb  Bulf,  Bla('k,  and 
"White  Orpingtons,  which  speaks  volumes 
for  the  excellence  of  Orpington  stock  of 
the  different  varieties  bred.  His  cup  win- 
nings were  as  follows: 

At  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  silver  cup  for 
best  display  of  all  Orpingtons  and  largest 
winner  in  the  whole  show.  At  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  silver  cup  for  best  display  of 
Buffs,  silver  cup  best  display  of  Whites, 
and  the  George  W.  Hills  trophy  for  the 
most  points  in  English  varieties.  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  silver  cup  best  display  of 
ButJ's.  Waterbury,  Conn.,  silver  cup  best 
display  of  Blacks,  and  the  American 
^V'hite  Orpingtons  Club's  state  cuip  for 
most  points,  and  the  Capen  trophy  for 
the  most  points  in  the  English  varieties 
for  the  whole  season  in  Conn. 


Brooding  Chicks  and  Growing 
Green  Food. 


The  ponltryman's  chief  problem  is  not 
the  hatching  of  cliicdis,  but  the  brooding 
of  them,  ^\'ith  projier  care  and  ordinary 
common  sense,  almost  any  inculjator  will 
yield  a  good  hatch.  To  carry  through 
the  trying  babyhood  days  a  high  percent- 
age of  the  chicks  delivered  by  the  incuba- 
tor— this  is  the  real  test. 

The  makers  of  International  Sanitary 
Hover  (The  International  Poultry  Sales 
Company,  Brown's  Mills,  X.  J.)  claim 
that  it  will  raise  a  higher  percentage  of 
healthy,  active  chicks  than  any  other 
brooiling device  ever  invented.  The  claim 
is  backed  up  wilh  volumes  of  testimony, 
including  the  triimtes  of  Kellerstrass, 
Owen  Farms,  \\\n.  Cook  &  Sons,  and 
Kufns  Delafield.  Some  of  the  distinguish- 
ing features  of  the  Sanitary  Hover  are 
these :  It  is  warmer  near  the  curtain  than 
at  the  center,  which  prevents  crowding, 
trampling,  and  smothering  of  chicks;  "it 
can  be  used  in  any  place  offering  shelter 
from  wind  and  rain,  making  unnece.ssary 
an  expensive  brooder  house;  it  is  fire- 
proof, being  composed  entirely  of  metal ; 
it  can  be  set  up  in  an  instant  without 
cutting  of  holes  or  building  of  platforms ; 
the  lamp  can  be  lifted  out  by  a  person 
standing  up,  which  releases  the  operator 
from  the  disagreeable  nece.ssity  of  going 


down  on  hia  knees  to  his  brooder  lamp. 

The  Sanitary  Hover  can  l>e  used  through 
]iractically  the  entire  year — as  a  hover  in 
ijrooding  time,  as  a  grower  of  green  food 
during  the  winter  months.  In  eight  days 
it  will  transform  VI  (juarts  of  oats  into 
enough  green  food  to  feed  -KX)  laying  hens 
three  days.  In  view  of  the  importance 
of  green  food  in  the  making  of  eggs,  this 
is  an  item  of  great  value.  Indeed,  it  is 
probably  not  saying  too  much  to  say  the 
second  most  trying  problem  of  the  poul- 
try farmer  baa  in  the  past  been  to  secure 
a  sujiply  of  green  food  for  his  hens  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  In  proviiling  the 
key  to  this  jtroblem,  the  Sanitary  Hover 
has  rendered  a  great  service  to  the  poul- 
try world. 


An  Innovation  in  Roofing. 


The  roofing  bugaboo  is  done  for.  The 
everlasting  fear  which  everyone  has  that 
bis  roofing  may  need  a  new  coat  of  paint, 
which  he  hasn't  time  to  give  to  it,  is  dis- 
po.sed  of  by  the  coming  of  Amatite  roof- 
ing. This  new  type  of  rooting  has  a 
mineral  surface  made  up  of  particles  of 
crushed  rock  eml>edded  into  a  tough  pilch 
in  such  manner  that  it  forms  a  flexible 
concrete  surface.  This  surface  needs  no 
paint  of  any  kind  ;  it  will  stand  wear  year 
after  year  without  deterioration. 

The  man  who  owns  an  Amatite  roof 
never  thinks  about  painting.    Xot  only 


does  he  save  bis  peace  of  mind  on  the 
subject,  but  he  saves  money,  too,  because, 
the  manufacturers  claim,  Amatite  costs 
no  more  than  painted  roofings,  and  the 
elimination  of  painting  expense  makes  it 
in  the  end  the  cheapest  of  all  ready  roof- 
ings. 

Many  fanners  have  never  seen  a  mui- 
eral  surfaced  rooting  that  was  practical, 
and  so  the  manufacturei-s  have  arranged 
to  supply  free  samjiles  to  anybody  who 
inquires.  If  you  are  interested  in  tlie 
subject,  send  for  a  sample,  addre-ssing  the 
nearest  ortice  of  the  Barrett  ^lanufactur- 
ing  Company,  Boston,  New  York,  Chi- 
cago. ]'hila<lelphia,  St.  Louis,  Cleveland, 
Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Kansas  City,  Min- 
neapolis, New  Orleans,  Seattle. 
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Your  Last  Chance 

TO  GET  POTTER'S  FAMOUS  BOOK 


"Don't  Kill  the  Laying  Nen" 


N' 


Free!    Free!  Free! 

[EVER  x\GAIN  will  you  have  an  opportunity  to  secure  such 
a  valuable  book  absolutely  free.    This  work  will  enable 
you  not  only  to  tell  the  laying  hens  from  the  drones,  but 
it  also  enables  you  to  build  up  a  laying  strain  that  will  surpass 
your  wildest  expectations. 

The  Potter  System  is  not  the  work  of  an  erratic  mind,  it  was 
not  put  in  book  form  with  the  idea  to  "get  rich  quick,"  in  fact 
buyers  of  the  book  were  requested  by  Mr.  Potter  to  make  an 
affidavit  to  the  effect  that  they  would  not  reveal  the  secrets  to 
anyone  outside  the  immediate  members  of  their  family  and  a  great 
manv  objected  and  were  told  that  they  \\  ould  ha\  e  to  tio  with- 
out the  book.  The  publishers  of  American  Poultry  Journal,  realiz- 
ing the  importance  of  this  work,  finally  succeeded  in  inducing 
Mr.  Potter  to  give  them  the  publishing  right  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  book  would  only  be  gi\en  to  subscribers  to 
American  Poultry  Journal  and  they  in  turn  allowed  us  to  make  our 
readers  a  proposition  to  give  this  book  and  a  year's  subscription 
to  both  papers,  all  for  the  price  of  a  year's  subscription. 

The  Potter  System  book  was  formerly  sold  at  one  dollar  per 
copy,  but  now  it  cannot  be  bought  at  any  price  except  by  sub- 
scribers to  American  Poultry  Journal.  It  tells  you  how  the  eggs  grow; 
how  nature  controls  the  laying  organs;  how  to  determine  the  first 
stage  of  egg  development,  and  how  far  off  the  laying  period  is; 
_  how  to  know  the  prolific  layers;  when  and  how  to  cull;  how  to 

tell  when  a  hen  has  laid  out  her  batch  of  eggs;  the  best  way  to 
break  up  the  broody  state;  how  eggs  can  be  produced  in  Winter;  the  effect  of  feed,  vermin  and  disease  on 
laying.  In  short,  it  tells  the  secrets  of  egg  production  from  a  physiological  standpoint.  It  is  all  told  in 
such  simple  language  that  a  little  practice  will  give  you  full  understanding  of  these  mysteries.  You 
know  the  money  you  can  make  from  such  knowledge!  The  fact  that  many 
thousand  copies  have  been  sold  and  the  fifteenth  edition  is  now  at  press, 
gives  you  assurance  of  its  worth. 

American  Poultry  Journal  is  tiie  one  great  poultry  paper  of  America.  It  con- 
tains an  average  of  150  pages  in  each  is:-ue,  it  is  the  only  poultry  paper  illus- 
trating various  varieties  of  standard  bred  poultry  on  its  front  cover  each 
month  and  it  is  the  only  poultry  paper  containing  handsome  colored  inserts 
which  alone  are  worth  the  subscription  price. 

American  Poultry  Journal  is  the  oldest  poultry  paper  in  America,  beingestablisheJ  in  1874. 
It  is  the  laroest  as  it  conlains  as  high  as  232  pages  in  a  single  issue.  It  is  the  best  because 
the  best  stati  of  practical  poultiymen  write  exclusively  for  American  Poultry  Journal.  Price, 
10  cents  per  copy;  one  dollar  a  vear.    Ask  your  newsdealer  to  show  you  a  copy  today. 

OUR  GREAT  OFFER: -The  Potter  Secret  Free 


^ingHen"  |^ 


ALL  FOR 


American  Poultry  Journal,  one  year 
The  Potter  Secret— "Don't  Kill  the  Lay 
Farm  Poultry,  one  year 

Canadian  Subscribers  add  50c,  Foreign  $1.00  postage 

SEND  AIX  ORDERS  TO 


l$1.50 
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To  say,  whea  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  — please  them  — and  help  us. 
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Shipping  Eggs  With  Safety. 

The  matter  of  shipping  eggs  with  safety 
lias  always  been  of  serious  concern  among 
egg  shii)pers.  The  breakage  of  eggs  in 
transit  every  year  is  enormous  and,  of 
course,  expensive.  Many  diH'erent  car- 
riers are  in  use,  but  tliere  is  none  aj)- 
]iroaching  in  merit  the  llougliton  carrier, 
manufactured  by  the  A\'ire  Egg  Carrier 
Co.,  Sloneham,  IMass. 

This  carrier,  a  wooden  case  with  wire 
tillers,  has  been  used  by  a  large  number 
of  shippers  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years 
with  surprising  results  in  the  transporta- 
tifin  of  eggs  with  safety.  In  fact,  it  seems 
(piite  impossible  to  make  a  better  device 
for  shipping  eggs. 

The  llougliton  Turner  is  also  very  val- 
uable. For  turning  eggs  ipiickly,  with 
accuracy  and  safety,  poultry  raisers  will 
tiiid  it  quite  imi)Ossilile  to  obtain  a  more 
suitable  article  for  the  purpose. 


That  White  Wyandotte  C!ean=up. 

AVhite  AVyandotte  iireeders  of  America, 
perhaps  those  of  New  England  in  particu- 
hir,  are  probably  still  discussing  the  re- 
markable list  of  Boston,  lOlM,  winnings 
made  liy  John  S.  Martin,  Port  Dover, 
Ontario,  at  which  great  show,  in  tlie  very 
keenest  of  competition,  he  won  first  cock, 
first  hen,  first  cockerel,  first  pullet,  sec- 
ond pen  and  other  prizes.  It  was  a  clean- 
up which  will  be  remembered  for  some 
time,  and  it  shoulil  be  very  seriously  con- 
sidered right  now  by  this  season's  pur- 
chasers of  stock  or  eggs  for  hatching  of 
the  AVhite  AA'^yandotte  variety. 

'Mr.  Martin  is  issuing  an  attractively 
illustrated  and  interestingly  written  list 
of  matings  for  lOi:!,  a  copy  of  which  in- 
tending buyers  sliould  certainly  send  for. 
In  it  he  not.  only  describes  his  pens  of 
wonderful  excellence,  from  which  he  is 
supplying  eggs  for  hatching,  but  he  also 
gives  information  of  a  general  nature 
valuable  to  the  poultry  raiser.  An  in- 
vestment in  the  Martin  stock  or  eggs 
means  that  you  have  taken  a  long  step 
on  the  right  road  to  success. 


Oculum  Well  Known  as  an  Effi= 
cient  Poultry  Remedy. 


Readers  having  sickness  in  their  flocks 
to  combat  witii,  and  wishing  to  test  the 
merits  of  that  sterling  remedy,  "Ocu- 
lum," will  find  the  fairest  kind  of  an  offer 
in  the  manufacturer's  advertisement  on 
another  ]iage  of  this  issue.  It  has  time 
and  again  tlemonstrated  its  great  value  in 
cases  of  AVhite  Diarrhea,  Cholera,  Roup, 
Canker,  etc.,  and  the  proprietors,  Han- 
cock Inoculatum  Co.,  Box  H,  Salem,  A"a., 
are  offering  to  send  a  bottle  on  oO  days 
trial  to  convince  any  who  may  be  skepti- 
cal as  to  "  Oculum's  ' '  worth.  If  healthy 
stock,  increased  egg  production,  and  a 
general  all  round  iuiprovement  is  desired, 
the  makers  of  "Oculum"  would  like  to 
co-operate  effectively  with  you  to  that 
end. 

Welding  by  Electricity. 


AVelding  by  electricity  has  long  been 
succe.ssfully  established  as  the  only  pro- 
cess to  perfectly  amalgamate  two  metals 
into  one.  You  have  hardly  a  tool  or 
])iece  of  machinery  on  your  farm  but  that 
is  electrically  welded  where  there  is  a 
juncture  of  metals.  The  present  state  of 
perfection  of  garden  and  barnyard  tools, 
mowers,  reapers,  binders,  threshers,  cul- 
tivators, kitchen  utensils,  dairy  machin- 
ery, edge  tools,  chains,  automobile  en- 
gines and  steering  gears,  bottoms  of  oil 
cans,  frames  of  bicycles,  etc.,  is  made 
possible  through  electric  w'elding.  The 
same  process  jiroduces  "Pittsburgh  Per- 
fect" electrically  welded  wire  fencing, 
which  is  a  solid,  one  piece  fabric  enjoying 
many  distinctive  ail  vantages,  among  them 
being  the  ease  witli  which  it  is  strung,  the 
great  tension  to  which  it  can  be  stretched 
because  of  the  absolute  elimination  of 
"long"  and  "short"  line  wires,  the 
smooth  surface  making  the  wire  cuts  im- 
possible, and  the  neat  appearance  of  the 
fence.  Modern  methods  of  manufacture 
in  many  lines  have  been  greatly  benefited 
by  tlie  discovery  and  practice  of  welding 
by  electricity. 


Fence  Bargains. 


AVe  are  jusl  in  receipt  of  a  hater  from 
James  Bniwn,  ]iresident  of  tiie  Brown 
I'Vnce  <^  W'wQ  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
iu  whicli  Mr.  Brown  invites  every  one  of 
our  readers  to  write  for  his  new  HM:5  cat- 
alog. If  you  need  fencing  of  any  kind, 
fur  any  purpose,  or  if  you  will  need  fenc- 
ing later,  it  will  pay  yon  to  write  to  Mr. 
])rown  at  once.  Brown  Fence  is  sold 
direct  from  factory,  ail  freight  prejiaid 
wherever  you  live,  and  the  prices  are  ex- 
ceedingly low.  Brown  Fence  (juality  is 
such  that  over  25,000,000  rods  have 
already  been  sold  direct  froni  factory  to 
customers  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
lirown's  cal.alog  tells  all  tiie  facta.  AVrite 
a  postal  now.  Address  Dept.  27,  Brown 
Fence  tV-  AVireCo.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
mail  at  once. 


A  Leader  in  Single  Comb  Buff 
Orpingtons. 


Those  who  are  contemplating  the  pur- 
chase of  stock  or  eggs  for  hatching  of  the 
Single  Comb  Buff  Orpingtons,  will  make 
no  mistake  in  sending  for  the  free  circu- 
lar of  information  issued  by  Mr.  Joshua 
Shute,  ]\Ieriden,  Conn.,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  favorably  considered 
JSIew  England  breeders  of  that  variety. 

During  tlie  past  season  of  1012 — lo,  Mr. 
Shute,  exhibiting  at  the  six  leading  Con- 
necticut shows,  made  the  enviable  record 
of  three  silver  cups  for  best  display, 
eighteen  firsts,  seven  seconds,  and  num- 
erous other  prizes.  Some  of  these  suc- 
cesses were  achieved  in  competition  witli 
Madison  Square  Garden  winners. 

"Quality"  is  this  fancier's  motto,  and 
this  season  he  is  breeding  from  three  pens 
composed  of  the  choicest  birds  he  ever 
owned,  and  from  which  pens,  consider- 
ing his  all  round  excellence  of  stock,  eggs 
for  hatching  will  be  sold  at  a  very  reason- 
able price. 


An  Unsurpassed  Record. 


"Bred  in  the  bone"  is  no  doubt  the 
solution  to  the  wonderful  productive  vi- 
tality as  vouched  for  by  the  records  in 
the  case  of  tlie  AV.  P.  Rock  hen  men- 
tioned in  tiie  following  letter.  It  is  a  fact 
which  cannot  be  refuted,  that  the  vital 
foundation  must  be  laid  in  young  chicks, 
if  the  matured  fowls  are  to  be  strong  and 
productive,  and  Mr.  Bickerdike  (as  well 
as  many  tliousands  of  otlier  breeders  of 
fine  poultry)  has  found  the  successful 
route  to  travel;  but  read  the  letter: 


Pleasant  A^iew  Poultry  Farm, 
Millersville,  111.,  Dec.  16, 1912. 
AV.  F.  Chamberlain  Feed  Co., 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Gentlemen: — You  will  probably  be  in- 
terested to  know  that  my  AVhite  Plymouth 
Rock  hen,  "Lady  Showyou,"  winner  of 
the  National  Egg  Laying  Contest  at  Moun- 
tain Grove,  Mo.,  with  a  record  of  82  eggs 
in  <S2  days,  and  281  eggs  in  the  year,  and 
recently  sold  for  the  sum  of  |800,  was 
reared  on  Chamberlain's  Perfect  Chick 
Feed. 

It  takes  great  vigor  to  make  such  an 
egg  record,  and  your  feed  gives  the  chicks 
the  right  vigor.  I  have  used  it  in  rearing 
my  pedigreed  AVhite  Plymouth  Rocks  for 
many  jears. 

You  are  at  lilterty  to  make  any  use  of 
this  letter  you  wish.         Very  truly, 

J.  A.  Bickerdike. 


How  the  Farmer  May  Help  to 
Solve  the  High  Cost  of  Living. 


AA'hile  everyone  you  meet,  nowadays, 
has  his  pet  theory  of  liow  to  bring  down 
prices  on  the  necessities  of  life,  there  are 
at  least  two  practical  ways  in  wliich  the 
farmer  may  bring  this  to  pass. 

The  theme  is  necessarily  in  everybody's 
thought  and  on  everybody's  tongue  be- 
cause of  its  vital  relation  to  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  masses. 

And  while  it  is  commonly  supposed  by 
tliose  in  other  walks  of  life  that  the 
farmer  is  one  of  the  chief  beneficiaries  of 
boosted  food  stufl' prices,  the  farmer  him- 
self can  surely  tell  a  different  story.  He 
knows  even  better  than  the  consumer  the 


UNCLE  SAM  OFFERS  RICH  CHANCE 

For  Quick  IVloney  Making  in  the 
Cod-Send  of  the  Parcel  Post. 


'I'll  I'D  II I    in  V  <  *o-<»  |>*''"'*»*  i  ^  <■    I '  l;i  ii 
ill  rifldititin  (<>  tlir  ]>T.\II.  OIC- 
lU  .SlNIOSS  of  your  own,  I 
yon  a  chaui't;  to 

MAKE  $300 
A  MONTH 

without  capital.  Nothing  lo  Imy. 
Nothing  to  soil.  No  can v;issiiif^. 
A  ery  easy  ami  deli trbtfii I.  Von 
<an  start  day  y*)ii  liear  from  me. 

GREATEST  CHANCE 
EVER  OFFERED! 


IN  18  MONTHS  I  TOOK  IN  $<i.-.0,000.00  IN  THK 
>IAIi.  OKOKI;    lUSIMCSS,    ST.\KTIN<;  WITH 

«>m:  iii  ndkki)  dom.aics  now  ii.w  i:  i:\ois- 
>ioiis  i;n  i  i;ni>i{isi:s.  o\  i;k  kio.imio  <  i  sro^i- 
\.Hs.  .\Ni)  AM  KNo\\  N  i<:\  i:k\  w  II as 
I  II  i;  MAIL  OKi)i:i:  w       kd  ok  .\  .^i  i:iti<  a. 

if  ^^«)l!K  o\  i:k  a  .si;i  oi  hooks,  or 
i:i:iiiM)  iiii:  (oi  Nriiit,  ok  o\  i;k  a  i  \i-i;. 

WKITKK.OK  l*.i:illM»  A  I  K  A  >l .  OK  l(  I  :sil>  K  A 
liAKIti:K  <  II  A  IK.  OK  ON  A  STKi;i;i'  <;A  l{,  OH 

IN  A  i$oii,i:k  I  a(  loK^ .  ok  w  iii;i;I'A  1:1;  vor 

UOKK,  I  (  AN  SHOW  VOII  l  lli:  itlOAl,.  KAl'II*. 

KiJiAHi.i:  KOI  no  10  so>i  I'/rii  I  NO  a  iikh:- 
sAM>  riMKs  kkitkk:  i  show  vou  how  to 

M.VKJ';  MONi;V! 

You  who  read  thlR,  no  matter  who  you  arc,  or  what  you  are 
ilolnci  no  matter  how  low  your  Hohiry.  or  how  |ior)r  your 
IiroBi)OclH:  n()  nialtci-  lion-  dlHcoiitcnti^ti.  (liH<'ourai.;(Ml  you 
;ire:  no  matter  how  iru'apahUr  ot  acliicveineiit  yimr  frleiKlB 
ni-  your  family  may  think  you  are  —  yon  can  at  onre  hoc<ni»e 
the  |>arlner  of  The  Ulall  Oiih'V  Wl/.ai  d  of  America  — you  can 
het'ln.  fin-  the  llrst  time  in  yoni-  lite,  perhaps,  to  see  the 
money  roll  In  to  you  at  every  visit  of  the  poBtmaii,  with- 
out crlndliKT  out  your  heart  and  soul  and  body  for  every 
dollar  of  It. 

I,  Walt  C  (lunnlncham,  rlKl't  now  o(T('r  yon  the  money 
makInK  chance  of  your  life,  without  aRklni;  yon  to  mortttaee 
your  life  to  me,  without  drivlni:  ,a  (irlni,  cold  lilooded.  Shy- 
lock's  barKaln  with  you.  I  Htarled  with  ptM'hapK  a  whole  lot 
moi  e  than  yon  will  Htart  with  —  I  started  wlUi  $1110,  and  re- 
cc'lved  SCiTjII.OOO  In  el:;hteen  months  In  the  m.'dl  oifU'r  hnsl- 
ness.  I  WILL  <,iIIICKI,Y  'I'lOACll  VOIf  TIM';  HIvAL  SlOCIii:'!' 

IT  ci,i:ani,v,  ij;(;itima'i'i:i,v,  iionks'i'lv,  so  that 

Till-;  FM-K  AND  DKl'Y  IT  'I'O  SAY  'I  II AT  YOll  NIIVKR 
I've  a  book  yon  must  t^et  hy  reliii'n  mall  and 
irul  I'll  m:ike  you  a  prcBeiitof  It.  l{ea<l 
new  hope,  llri>,  amhillon  and 


OF  MAKING  MONEY  FAST  — AND  AlAKINf 
YOU  CAN  LOOK  THE  WHOLE  WORLD  IN 
ASKED  YOUR  DOLLARS  WHIORK  THEY  CAMf:  FIW.M 
read  at  o.ice.    It  is  called,  *'  How  to  Achieve  Mall  Orrler  Success, 
It  over,  and  get  It  soaked  into  your  system  from  head  to  heel,  and  net  full  of 

burning  determination  to  begin  the  fight  in  a  brand  new  way,  and  uiuler  the  gniilance  of  one  who  has 
fought  the  same  fight  and  won  it  hands  down.  I'll  take  right  holil  of  you  and  sliow  you  the  way  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  work  with  vou,  for  you,  help  you,  advise  you  — .supply  you  with  Money-AIultlplylnif 
Ideas,  Suggestions  you  can  Quickly  Coin  into  Cash,  Metliods  you  can  Mould  Into  (ireenbacks.  Swiftly  .Suc- 
cessful, Sure  Selling  Plan,s,  Persuasive  Literature,  Cash-tlctUng  and  Inexpensive  Circulars,  which  will 
sell  the  goods  I  teil  you  to  offer. 

This  broad  gauged,  generous  education  I  am  offering  you,  covering  the  lOnlirc  Field  of  Newest  Proven 
Ideas  and  Well-Tried  Principles  of  Mail  Order  Money  Making,  is  open  to  every  man  and  woman  who  has 
the  blessed  ambition  to  step  up  out  of  the  wage  weary  crowd.  'I'hey  are  so  complete,  my  wonderful  plans 
in  long  distance  merchandising,  that  they  guide  you  into  Profit-Uieating  Avenues  ami  CaRh-l'rodncing 
By-Ways.  I  GUARANTEE,  PLEDGE  AND  ABSOLUTELY  ASSURE  EVERY  MAN  OR  WOMAN  'ITIAT 
HE  OR  SHE  CAN  TAKE  HOLD  OF  THIS  BUSINESS  AT  ONCE,  FOLLOW  ITS  SIMPLE,  SURE  AND 
SAFE  DIRECTIONS,  AND  BEGIN  IMMEDIATELY  TO  MAKE  MONEY  FAST.  You  can  sUirt  riglil  out 
from  the  day  you  get  this  wonderful  sex'ies  of  success  plans. 

IF  YOU  ARE  MAKING  $600,  OR  $900,  OR  $1,200  OR  $2,400  A  YEAR, 
AND  REALLY  WANT  TO  MAKE  $4,000  to  $40,000  A  YEAR, 
I  CAN  SHOW  YOU  HOW. 

If  you  wiii  write  me,  as  suggested  above.  In  answer  to  this  advertisement  this  very  day,  I  positively  can 
and  will  equip  you,  with  twenty  complete,  combined,  ready  to-start,  live,  lucrative  mall  order  businesses, 
which  you  can  begin  operating  right  in  the  privacy  of  your  own  home,  without  an  oSice,  or  any  outlay  for 
office  equipment. 

I  CAN  SET  YOU  FREE!  I  can  deliver  you  from  the  grim  grind!  I  can  liberate  .vou  from  tlie  treadmill 
of  the  time-clock!  I  can  tear  the  well-worn  shackles  of  wage-slavery  from  your  hands  and  feet!  I  can  lift 
the  thorns  of  boss-brow-beating  from  your  forehead!  I  can  do  these  things,  brothers  and  sisters,  becauFe  I 
was  fixed  just  exactly  as  you  are  when  I  went  into  this  business  and  made  all  of  this  money.  1  had  the  same 
miserable  doubts  and  mongrel  fears  - 1,  too,  was  once  hand-cuffed  to  a  Job  ami  gagged  and  speeeliless  with 
boss-fright;  ever-cowed,  ever-cringing,  ever-afraid  of  getting  Fired!  Those  were  the  things  I  decided  I 
would  be  forever  free  from,  and  so  I  am!  And  so  you,  too,  can  be,  If  you  will  make  up  your  minds  to  be- 
jieve  in  me  and  write  to  me  before  this  day's  sun  falls  behind  the  horizon. 

I  will  say  no  more  — the  oppoi  tunity  is  here,  with  its  arms'  outstretched;  today,  right  now.  Dame  Fortune 
raps  on  your  door,  and  this  message  of  mine  to  tell  you  about  it  has  cost  me  thousands  of  dollars  to  send  — 
it  is  flaslieri  today  across  the  country  to  all  the  ambitious  men  and  women  of  America  In  all  the  walks  of 
jife- there  is  oceans  of  room  for  all  of  you  in  this  business! 

Whatever  you  do,  get  that  letter  or  postal  off  NOW  asking  for  my  FREE  BOOK,  "  How  to  Achieve  Mall 
Order  Success."  Address,  WALT  C.  CUNNINGHAM,  President,  Tlie  Mail  Order  School,  Suite  5817,  Brecht 
Building,  Denver,  Colorado. 


Principles  and  Practice  of 
Poultry  Culture. 


By  JOHN   H.  ROBINSON. 


Editor  of  Farm-Poultry. 


This  book  is  primarily  a  text-book  foi-  poultry  classes  at  Agricultural  Colleges.  I  he  plan 
was  to  make  a  book  that  would  meet  the  rcquirement.s  of  formal  class  Instruction  and  also  or 
the  isolaled  student  — or  general  reader.  It  is  a  book  for  students  who8(^  minds  are  mature, 
and  for  poullrymen  of  some  experience;  a  hook  for  those  who  want  to  be  well  infoi  iiied  on 
the  whole  subject.  Its  method  of  trcatmc-nl  is  radically  dilTerenl  from  that  of  any  other 
poultry  book. 

Six  Hundred  and  Eleven  Pages. 
Five  Hundred  and  Seventy-Two  Illustrations. 

It  begins  with  elementary,  and  proceeils  logically  to  general  lacts.  It  develo|>B  prin- 
ciples before  describing  methods.  It«  divisions  and  subdivisions  are  caiefully  planned  to 
give  every  phase  of  the  sniijert  appropriate  notice  and  properly  balance  he  whole-  It  Is  not 
H  book  to  be  read  at  a  sitting  or  to  be  userl  for  reference  by  one  no  familiar  wllh  its  contents. 
It  is  designed  to  give  the  student  in  a  college  poultry  course  all  the  work  he  can  do  and  It 
will  keep  a  home  student  busy  for  several  years.  Anyone  who  knows  how  to  use  hW  brains 
and  his  books  can  get  as  much  out  of  this  book  as  from  any  correspondence;  course.  Ihe 
Illustrations  cover  every  phase  of  poultry  culture.  It  js  by  far  the  best  llu.strated  poultry 
bookfliat  has  ever  been  published,  and  It  can  be  said  without  exaggeration  that  t  teaches 
more  by  illustration  than  anv  other  text-book.  It  Is  the  best  value  In  poultry  books  on  the 
market' today.   Price  $.3.00.  posfac  i>rfpai<l  by  ns. 

Special  j  Principles  and  Practice  ot  Poultry  Culture  (  Both 
Offer  I       and  Farm-Poultry  one  year,       )  $3.25 

To  Canada,  $3.40.    15o.stoii,  Siib-S<a(  ions  thereof,  and  foi  eitrii  countries,  $.J..50. 
Send  order  an<l  remittance  to 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


To  .ay,  when  writing  .drertiseri,     SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you-plewe  thoiii-.nd  help  u*. 
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Five  Operations  at  One  Fassagc  « ith  the  Planet  Jr.  Jfo.  4  Seeder. 


profitable  part  the  micldlemen  play  in  the 
game  of  feeding  hunianity. 

Indeed,  the  situation  has  become  so  in- 
tolerable in  places,  that  many  cities  have 
of  late  established  regular  farmers  or 
"curb"  markets,  tlius  bringing  the  farmer 
and  consumer  in  the  closest  possible  rela- 
tions, to  the  saving  of  the  consumer  and 
the  advantage  of  the  grower  as  well. 

The  agriculturalist  has  definitely  with- 
in his  gra.sp  a  two-fold  opportunity  of 
helping  to  solve  this  serious  popular 
problem.  In  the  first  place,  he  can  aid 
by  lending  his  co-operation  to  the  estab- 
hshment  of  "curb"  marketa  in  his  terri- 
tory; and  in  the  second  place,  he  may 
materially  decrease  his  own  operating  ex- 
pense by  doing  away  with  haphazard 
methods,  and  determining  to  run  his 
farm  upon  jirinciples  of  scientific  man- 
agement. Take,  for  instance,  the  method 
of  cultivation.  By  using  the  up-to-date 
Planet  .Jr.  Implements  one  man  can  act- 
ually do  the  work  which  requires  three  to 
six  men  with  ordinary  implements.  This 
is  not  only  a  plainly  apparent  saving  in 
time  and  cost  of  labor,  but  considerably 
better  results  are  secured  in  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  yield. 

The  extensive  corn  grower  who  uses 
the  Planet  Jr.  two  row  Pivot- wheel  Cul- 


tivator, Plow,  Furrowerand  Ridger,  which 
finishes  two  rows  at  a  single  passage,  finds 
his  work  cut  in  half  and  his  time  likewise 
curtailed. 

Then  for  the  grower  of  cotton  and  sim- 
ilar crops  the  Planet  .Tr.  one  horse  Culti- 
vator does  more  kinds  of  work  in  such 
crops  than  has  ever  l^een  thought  possible 
could  be  accomplished  with  a  single  tool 
or  in  such  short  time. 

The  orchardist  who  uses  the  Planet  Jr. 
Orchard  and  Universal  Cultivator  pro- 
gresses rapidly  and  profitably  in  his  work 
tecause  of  the  demonstrated  efficiency  of 
these  implements  in  this  line  of  cultiva- 
tion. Moreover,  the  market  gardener  — 
and  even  the  amateur  kitchen  gardener — 
finds  possibly  the  greatest  burden  of 
actual  labor  materially  lifted  by  a  variety 
of  Planet  Jr.  hand  implements,  which, 
beginning  with  opening  the  furrow  and 
sowing  the  seed,  accomplish  the  various 
progressive  stages  of  cultivation  till  the 
matured  crop  is  ready  to  harvest.  S.  L. 
Allen  &  Co.,  Box  1107L,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. ,  makers  of  these  time  and  labor  saving 
tools,  issue  gratuitously  a  comprehensive 
illustrated  catalogue,  and  describe  up- 
wards of  half  a  bundled  tools  that  do  just 
such  scientific,  profitable  work. 


To  Investigate  Problems  of 
Incubation. 


The  Hall  Mammoth  Incubator  Com- 
pany, who  were  the  originators  of  Mam- 
moth Incubators  and  who  have  behind 
them  a  record  of  nearly  forty  years  of 
continuous  experience  in  incubator  con- 
struction and  operation,  are  not  content 
to  rest  wlioUy  on  the  laurels  of  past 
acfiievement. 

Their  latest  step  toward  keeping  pace 
with  the  progress  of  the  hatching  industry 
is  the  estatjlishment  of  a  research  labora- 
tory in  incubation.  This  enterprise  has 
been  under  consideration  by  the  Hall 
Company  for  some  time,  but  a  commer- 
cial la))oratory  is  more  difficult  to  launch 
properly  than  a  scientific  one. 

If,  for  instance,  a  man  whose  training 
has  been  purely  scientific  be  put  in  charge, 
he  will  tend  to  devote  his  energies  largely 
to  those  phases  of  the  work  which  may  be 
better  handled  in  universities  or  at  gov- 
ernment exjieriment  stations.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  enterprise  is  left  wholly 
to  a  practical  man,  who  is  not  schooled  in 
science,  he  is  likely  to  fail  to  grasp  ba.sic 
principles  in  his  thinking;  and,  because 
of  his  lack  of  scientific  training,  his  find- 
ings are  in  danger  of  being  discounted  by 
the  scientific  world. 

In  the  incubator  business  —  at  least 
from  the  manufacturer's  viewpoint  —  the 
research  man  must  t)e  not  only  a  poul- 
tryman,  but  also  a  mechanic  or  engineer. 
From  biology,  chemistry  and  practical 
poultry  culture,  he  will  derive  his  prob- 
lems, but  he  will  have  to  work  them  out 
in  the  machine  shop.  Above  all  he  must 
know  human  nature  and  appreciate  what 
the  busy  poultryman  can  understand  and 
utilize  and  what  he  cannot,  or  at  least 
does  not,  take  time  to  learn. 

The  man  who  best  combines  these  qual- 
ities in  the  eyes  of  the  Hall  Company  is 
Mr.  Milo  Hastings,  who  was  selected  to 
take  charge  of  this  research  laboratory 


department  and  who  quietly  began  the 
work  the  first  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Hastings  constructed  his  first  incu- 
bator at  the  age  of  eleven.  His  father 
was  a  retired  minister  living  on  a  farm 
near  town  and  the  son  worked  his  way 
through  high  school  witli  a  flock  of  hens. 
Entering  the  Kansas  Agricultural  College, 
he  immediately  applied  for  and  secured 
the  position  of  poultryman,  which  place 
he  held  until  graduation. 

At  this  time  (10  years  ago)  experiment 


station  jioultry  work  in  the  Middle  AVest 
was  in  its  infancy  and  .appropriations 
meager.  Despite  tlie  difficulties  !Mr. 
Hastings  built  up  quite  a  plant  and  pulj- 
lishe<l  .several  fioultry  bulletins.  In  l!t04- 
0-5  fie  conducted  the  first  experiment  sta- 
tion egg  laying  conte-st  in  the  United 
States.  In  conjunc^tion  with  the  chemical 
de[>artment  he  completed  fine  of  the  most 
thorough  analytical  study  of  eggs  that 
has  ever  been  made. 

After  taking  his  degree  at  the  agricul- 
tural college,  Mr.  Hastings  took  up 
special  work  in  egg  bacteriology.  While 
at  the  Kansas  I'lxi)eriment  .'^talion,  he 
had  made  a  special  study  of  the  egg  mar- 
keting business  of  his  state  and  had  inter- 
ested tlie  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  tfie  problem.  As  a  result 
lie  was  later  appointed  by  the  Federal 
<Tovernment  to  undertake  a  nation  wide 
study  of  the  egg  trade.  While  awaiting 
tlie  beginning  of  these  duties  he  was  em- 
filoyed  in  the  egg  department  of  the  Ar- 
mour Packing  Company. 

Of  Mr.  Hastings'  work  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  his  findings  con- 
cerning the  losses  in  egg  marketing,  cold 
storage  methods,  etc.,  the  poultry  world 
is  familiar. 

Since  resigning  from  the  government 
service,  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  headquar- 
ters in  New  York  City,  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  i)Oultry  and  scientific  writing 
and  as  an  engineer  or  expert  in  cold  stor- 
age and  incubating  problems.  He  has 
designed  and  constructed  a  number  of 
poultry  plants  and  installed  several  large 
hatcheries.  For  the  last  two  years,  he 
has  been  largely  engaged  in  private  in- 
vestigations in  incubating,  which  research 
will  be  continued  with  the  larger  facili- 
ties which  the  present  connection  will 
ofTer. 

Mr.  Hastings  is  exceptionally  well 
traveled  and  has  studied  the  poultry  and 
hatching  industries  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  and  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf 
Coast.  During  the  past  year's  hatching 
season,  he  spent  five  weeks  in  the  world 
famous  poultry  district  of  Petaluma,  Cal- 
ifornia, where  the  hatcheries  within  a 
ten-mile  radius  have  a  combined  capacity 
of  nearly  a  million  eggs  at  one  time. 

"With  the  source  of  practical  informa- 
tion and  opportunity  for  the  study  of 
hatching  on  a  large  scale  which  the  Hall 
Company  and  its  patrons  can  place  at  his 
disposal,  a  man  of  Mr.  Hastings'  ability 
and  experience  may  certainly  be  expected 
to  add  something  worth  while  to  our  store 
of  knowledge.  Moreover,  wlien  there  is 
anything  new  to  tell,  the  poultry  public 
may  look  forward  to  something  readable 
as  well  as  informative. 
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Don't  Carbonize  Your  Chicks. 


Anybody  engaged  in  artificial  incubat- 
ing and  brooding,  who  is  willing  to  risk 
some  loss  and  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  his 
chicks,  can  e<isily  conduct  a  little  "deadly 
parallel"  ex iieriment  on  his  own  hook, 
which  will  very  probably  cause  him  to 
"  see  a  great  white  light."  Uet  him.  for 
one  hatch,  um  tiie  ordinary,  low  grade 
oil  in  his  incubator  and  brooder  lamp, 
the  kind  that  wise  poullrymen  proi>erly 
cla-ssify  as  a  pro<iucer  of  carbonous  oxid, 
a  colorless,  poisonous  gas. 

Next  time  let  the  experimenter  employ 
a  high  grade  article  like  Commonwealth 
Safety  Oil,  a  product  of  such  pure  refine- 
ment that  its  use  dws  not  even  char  the 
lamp  wick  during  the  entire  twenty-one 
days  of  the  hatch,  and  then  consider  the 
two  lots  from  the  birth  f)oint  and  at  vari- 
ous stages  of  their  careers.  Some  chicks 
look  good  until  compared  with  others 
hatc!ie<l  under  better  conditions  —  then 
the  difference  is  most  manifest.  A  bright, 
steady,  complete  combustion  flame  is  ab- 
solutely essential  to  maximum  profits  and 
satisfaction.  A  rat  colony  under  your 
hen  house  floor  is  hardly  more  menacing 
than  the  deadly  fumes  generated  in  the 
incubator  and  brooder  by  a  cheap  oil. 

For  many  years  Commonwealth  Safety 
Oil,  manufactured  by  Jenney  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  8  India  Street,  Boston,  ^lass., 
has  been  the  acknowledged  "Standard 
of  Perfection"  for  house  lighting  pur- 
poses —  and  for  the  jioultry  keeper  none 
sing  louder  its  jiraises  than  the  best  sup- 
ply houses  everywhere.  A  cheap  oil  is 
excellent  for  the  destruction  of  lice  and 
mites  that  infest  the  roosts  and  woodwork 
of  interiors,  and  the  Jenney  people  can 
supply  that  also;  but  its  use  in  the  incu- 
bator or  lirooder  means  the  addition  of  a 
powerful  ally  to  the  various  ills  to  which 
baby  chicks  are  peculiarly  susceptible. 
They  have  troubles  enough  to  avoid  with- 
out the  filling  of  their  systems  with  car- 
bonous oxid. 


Chickens  Lack  Originality. 


Abby,  the  little  girl  of  the  family,  was 
seated  at  the  breakfast  table  one  morning. 
As  usual,  eggs  were  served.  Either  she 
was  not  hungry  or  she  had  grown  tired  of 
the  inevitable  bill  of  fare,  for  very  earn- 
estly and  soberly  she  remarked,  "I  do 
wish  hens  would  lay  something  besides 
eggs."  — Brooklyn  Eagle. 


Dead  Sure. 


"  Eggs  are  getting  so  expensive  that 
fried  eggs  will  be  used  next  for  trimming 
women's  hats." 

"  Why  not?  I  should  think  the  efl'ect 
would  be  chic." — Exchange. 


' '  Are  you  sure  that  these  eggs  have  no 
chickens  in  them?" 

"  Yes,  missus;  they  are  duck  eggs." — 
Life. 


'Phtsbur^h  Pep  fee f Fences 


When  that  April  shower  suddenly  descends, 
if  your  chickens  are  properlv  confined  to  their 
run,  the}-  are  not  so  far  away  from  cover  that 
the  rain  can  do  damage  to  eveu  the  smallest 
chicks. 

The  new  "Pittsburgh  Perfect"  Chicken  and 
Rabbit  Fence  keeps  them  just  where  you  want 
them,  and  effectually  bars  out  all  prowling, 
destructive  animals  and  vermin.  Strung  around 
Tour  orchard,  the  rabbits  can't  get  at  the  trees. 
Cheaper  thau  fine-meshed  hexagonal  poultry 
netting  and  outlasts  it  many  times.  It  is  the 
very  best  investment  in  poultrj'  }  ard  equipment 
you  can  make. 

The  Joints  in  all  "Pittsburgh  Perfect"  Fences 
are  WELDED  BY  ELECTRICITY 

No  wasted  wire,  no  useless,  dragging  weight. 
Made  of  heavily  zinc-galvanized  Open  Hearth 
Wire.  Easiest  to  put  up.  Look  best.  Un- 
equaled  in  strength,  durability,  economical  cost. 

Dealers  everj-where  sell  "  Pittsburgh  Per- 
fect," made  in  difTerent  stvles  for  FIELD, 
FARM,  RANCH,  LAWN,  CHICKEN,  POUL- 
TRY and   RABBIT  YARD  and  GARDEN. 

Write  today  for  new  cnlalogue  telling 
how  to  test  wire  and  erect  fence, 

PITTSBURGH  STEEL  CO.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Makers  of  "  Pittiburjh  Perfect  "  Brancis  of  Barbed  Wire  :  Brijlit,  Annealed  and  Galvanized  Wire  ; 
Twisted  Cable  Wire  :  Hard  fprirg  Coil  Wire  ;  Fence  Staples:  Poultry  Netting  Staples:  Regular  Wire 
Na:ls;  Galvanized  Wire  Nails;  Large  Head  Roofing  Kails  iingle  Loop  Bale  1  ies ;  "fittibnrgh 
Perfect "  Fencing. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 


